
2020/17/36 

1.R.A 
Activities in Ireland 

S22537E 



START of file 



;LO December, 1990. 

Mr. D.T. Phillips, 
"Winterfield", 
Oldland Avenue, 
Balcombe, 
West Sussex RH17 6LP. 

Dear Mr. Phillips, 

Oifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the T aoiseach 

The Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D., has asked me to 
refer to your recent letters concerning the I.R.A. 

The Taoiseach has asked me to say that the Irish Government's 
attitude to the I.R.A. has been clear and consistent. The I.R.A. 
has been a proscribed organisation in Ireland since 1939 and 
membership is a criminal offence, liable to a term of 
imprisonment of seven years on conviction. Furthermore, the 
broadcasting services in this country are prohibited, under 
Section 31 of our Broadcasting Authority Act, 1960, from 
broadcasting interviews, statements or reports by a number of 
organisations including the I.R.A. and their political wing, Sinn 
Fein. 

The Taoiseach and the Irish Government have consistently 
condemned outright all acts of violence perpetrated by the I.R.A. 
and other terrorist organisations and these expressions are 
backed up by deployment of a comprehensive range of anti
terrorist legislation and by the commitment of major resources of 
personnel, equipment and money to combat IRA activities. The 
commitment of the Government and the Irish people to combatting 
IRA and other terrorist activity is consistent, comprehensive and 
effective. The commitment of personnel includes the recruitment, 
deployment in the Border area and constant operational activity 
of three Army battalions and of a very large number of police 
officers in Border areas or wherever else in the State terrorist 
activity is suspected. This state will have spent approximately 
£170 million this year on security connected with the Northern 
Ireland situation representing almost four times per capita the 
level of expenditure by the British taxpayer in respect of 
Northern Ireland. As the Taoiseach said in the Dail (Parliament) 
"our commitment in this area is freely given in the common 
interest of society, North and South, to ensure that the forces 
of terrorism - whether of domestic or international origin -
not prevail". 
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The Intergovernmental Conference established by the Anglo-Irish 
Agreement (copy enclosed) has reaffirmed the total rejection by 
the.I:ish an~ Br~tish Gov7rnments of any attempt to promote 
political obJect1ves by violence or the threat of violence and 
the determination of both Governments to work together to ensure 
that those who adopt or support such methods do not succeed. 
Article 9 of the Agreement provided for the establishment of a 
programme of work to be undertaken by the Garda Commissioner and 
the Chi~f Constable of the R.U.C. with a view to enhancing cross
border co-operation on security matters in such areas as threat 
assessments, exchange of information, technical co-operation, 
training and operational resources. That programme of work 
continues to be implemented and the effectiveness of the co
operation received has frequently been acknowledged by British 
political and security force leaders. 

The Garda Siochana continue to make regular seizures of arms, 
ammunition, explosives and bomb-making materials. Their 
impressive successes in this area have greatly hampered terrorist 
activity and have undoubtedly been successful in preventing 
greater loss of life or serious injury and destruction of 
property. 

The Taoiseach has also asked me to say that there is no question 
of persons who commit serious crimes in the North and Britain 
escaping the consequences of their actions by seeking refuge in 
this state or vice versa. The means are available whereby such 
persons can, and are, made amenable to the process of justice 
provided sufficient evidence exists to connect them with the 
alleged offences. The special extradition arrangements we 
operate with Britain and the North provide the means by which a 
person can be returned to the jurisdiction in which the offence 
has been committed. These arrangements have been in place since 
1965 and were strengthened by the enactment of the Extradition 
(European Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism) Act, 1987 
which, inter alia, limits the scope of the political offence 
exception to extradition by excluding certain specified violent 
terrorist type offences from the exception. These arrangements 
have served both countries well and continue to operate 
effectively. Furthermore, the criminal Law Jurisdiction Act, 
1976 contains a provision whereby persons who are allege~ to ~ave 
committed serious crimes in the North and who are found in this 
jurisdiction can be brought to trial here. 

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Bail~ ~tha Cliath_ 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Bu1ldmgs, Dubhn 2. 
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The Taoiseach, while regretting the continuing loss of life as a 
result of terrorist atrocities, and indeed the loss of even a 
single life in this way, expresses the wish that the information 
contained in this letter will leave you in no doubt as to the 
determination of the Government and the Irish people to combat 
effectively all forms of terrorist activity. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 
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Letter from D.T. Phillips concerning the I.R.A. 

1. Mr. D.T. Phillips from West Sussex first wrote to the Taoiseach on 
2 August and on three subsequent occasions urging him to "ban the 
I.R.A. and dissolve it making it a criminal offence to defy the 
ban". His letters to the Taoiseach seem to have been prompted by 
the murder of Mr. Ian Gow, M.P. 

2. 

3. 

Initially, the Private Office did not intend replying to 
Mr. Phillip's letter presumably because the writer shows an 
appalling lack of knowledge concerning the Irish Government's 
clear and consistent attitude to the I.R.A. However, three 
subsequent letters from him show his determination to get a reply. 

Draft reply across for consideration, please. 

\:, November, 1990. 



November, 1990. 

Mr. D.T. Phillips, 
11 Winterfield 11

, 

Oldland Avenue, 
Balcombe, 
West Sussex RH17 6LP. 

Dear Mr. Phillips, 

Oifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

The Taoiseach has expressed his surprise, and indeed his sadness, at your 
lack of knowledge concerning the Irish Government's clear and consistent 
attitude to the I.R.A. The I.R.A. has been a proscribed organisation in 
Ireland since 1939 and membership is a criminal offence, liable to a term of 
imprisonment of seven years on conviction. Furthermore, the broadcasting . 
services in this country are prohibited, under Section 31 of our Broadcast""'-1 
Authority Act, 1960, from broadcasting interviews, statements or reports by 
a number of sula . :,j ~ organisations including the I.R.A. and their 
political wing, Sinn Fein. 

The Taoiseach and the Irish Government have consistently condemned outright 
all acts of violence perpetrated by the I.R.A. and other ter...:.r_o.-...·....,t:...._ __ __ 
organisations +these condemnations ar--e Ret mere , heto,"fcl The conunitment 
of the Governme~and the Irish people to combatting IRlf"and other terrorist 
activity is consistent, comprehensive and effective. is State wi ave 
spent approximately £170 mi 11 ion this year on security connected with the 

e land situation representing almost four times per capita the 
level of expenditure y the taxoayer iR BPita4R in respect of Northern 
Ireland. As the Taoiseach saicr'in the D&il (Parliament) "our conunitment in 
this area is freely given in the common interest of society, North and 
South, to ensure that the forces of terrorism - whether of domestic or 
international origin - do not prevail". 
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programme of work to be undertaken by the Garda Commissioner and the Chief 
Constable of the R.U.C. with a view to enhancing cross-border co-operation 
~n secur~ty matter~ in such areas as threat assessments, exchange of 
1nformat1on, techn1cal co-operation, training and operational resources. 
That programme of work continues to be implemented 

The Ga~da S1ochana continue to make regular seizures of arms, ammunition, 
explos,ves and bomb-making materials. Their impressive successes in this 
area have greatly hampered terrorist activity and hal'undoubtedly been 
successful in preventing greater loss of life or serious injury and 
destruction of property. 

The Taoiseach has also asked me to say that there is no question of persons 
who commit serious crimes in the North and Britain escaping the consequences 
of their actions by seeking refuge in this State or vice versa. The means 
are available whereby such persons can, and are, made amenable to the 
process of justice provided sufficient evidence exists to connect them with 
the alleged offences. The special extradition arrangements we operate with 
Britain and the North provide the means by which a person can be returned to 
the jurisdiction in which the offence has been committed. These 
arrangements have been in place since 1965 and were strengthened by the 
enactment of the Extradition (European Convention on the Suppression of 
Terrorism) Act, 1987 which, inter alia, limits the scope of the political 
offence exception to extradition by excluding certain specified violent 
terrorist type offences from the exception. These arrangements have served 
both countries well and continue to operate effectively. Furthermore, the 
Criminal Law Jurisdiction Act, 1976 contains a provision whereby persons who 
are alleged to have committed serious cri~es in the North and who are found 
· his jurisdiction can be brought to tr,al here. 

The Taoiseach expresses the wish that the information contained in this 
letter will leave you in no doubt as to the determination of the Government 
and the Irish people to combat eff~ct ive 1_~ _ a 11 forms of __ ~~!!_.?_rist activity. 

~ {~a:1 ~ ~~if Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 
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Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Bail~ ~tha Cliath_ 2. 

O ffice of the Taoiseach , Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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October, 1990. 

Mr. D. T. Phillips, 
"Winterfield", 
Oldland Avenue, 
Balcombe, 
West Sussex. 

Dear Mr. Phillips, 

Thank you for your further letters dat 
September, 1990, addressed to the Taoi 
Haughey, T.D. 

J. 

The Taoiseach has noted your comments and is bringing them 
to the attention of his colleague, th Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Mr. Gerard Collins, T.D. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

PS, MIN/FOREIGN 

TRANSMITTED FOR 

WP4 RH942 

FFAIRS 

TTENTION PLEASE 
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October, 1990. 

Mr. D. T. Phillips, 
"Winterfield", 
Oldland Avenue, 
Balcombe, 
West Sussex. 

Dear Mr. Phillips, 

Thank you for your further letters dated 10 and 28 
September, 1990, addressed to the Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. 
Haughey, T.D. 

The Taoiseach has noted your comments and is bringing them 
to the attention of his colleague, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Mr. Gerard Collins, T.D. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

PS, MIN/FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

TRANSMITTED FOR ATTENTION PLEASE 

WP4 RH942 



~~/~'
/ 4'~ ./ .. ~ o--.--~2,,J4._/ z~ 

a-,,.____~~~ ~~/~=-,k_ ,R~,? 62p 

~ ~~ ,_:,_.__.,,,{_; ~/o ~ ~ /-3 ~ 
<> ~ ' t-/--/o~~~~

/~~/c<:> ~ ~~~~ 
~~/o~~~~ ~_)~A-

2 ~~/,V~~./ r ~ ~~£:,.~~/ v~ 
/~~~~,,._/,,~_,fr--~ 
~ ~ ~~4.#-.--/A# 

/ r.__ ,0-L- ~:14':/~6~.Af?,;0£ ./'~ '/ 
~ ~~ ~ v/~, Y/-~~./ 
~~/ ,I.._,_, ./~,/',,,_,-~~cl~ ~ 
~~~~~, 

_k ~~_,_,~,7L~~ 
~ '-7 A~~ -A_ ..v~/ / ~~ .,..,, 
,//~ ~~A'~ ~fa.~ 
~~/L-0/~ ~/~~~~ 
~ J---~~~~~.k..v7 

~~ ~ ,,..__/" ~ · ~ ~ -
/~~~~~ 

r/--C......_. 



l'~N~ &<-~~~ 

~. v~~/1,d,?~/~ 

~~~~,?A--~"-;' 
fr~ ~ ~ /o c/'~ L,-vd-~ 

E~~;;~~~ I 

~~ ~- -~~~n-



October, 1990. 

Mr. D. T. Phillips, 
"Winterfield", 
Oldland Avenue, 
Balcombe, 
West Sussex. 

Dear Mr. Phillips, 

Thank you for your further letters dated 10 and 28 
September, 1990, addressed to the Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. 
Haughey, T.D. 

The Taoiseach has noted your comments and is bringing them 
to the attention of his colleague, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Mr. Gerard Collins, T.D. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

! PS, MIN/FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

! TRANSMITTED FOR ATTENTION PLEASE 

! WP4 RH942 
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/ 7 August, 1990. 

Mr. D.T. Phillips, 
"Winterfield", 
Oldland Avenue, 
Balcombe, 
West Sussex. 

Dear Mr. Phillips, 

A. 

Thank you for your letter of the 2nd August, 1990, the 
contents of which will be brought to the attention of the 
Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D. 

Yours sincerely, 

<;EORGE J. SHAW 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

RH3542/WP3 
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November, 1990. 

Mr. D.T. Phillips 
11 Winterfield 11 

' 

Oldland Avenu~ 
Ba lcombe, ' 
West Sussex RH17 6LP. 

Dear Mr. Phillips, 

9ifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

The Taoiseach and the Irish vernment have consistently condemned outright 
all acts of violence perpetr, ted by the I.R.A. and other terrorist 
organisations and these expressions are backed up by deployment of a 
comprehensive range of and-terrorist legislation and by the comitment of 
major resources of personnel, equipment and money to combat IRA activities. 
The commitment of the Government and the Irish people to combatting IRA and 
other terrorist activity is consistent, comprehensive and effective. The 
co11111itment of personnel includes the recruitment, deployment in the Border 
area and constant operational activity of three Army battalions and of a 
very large number of police officers in Border areas or wherever else in the 
State terrorist activity is suspected. This State will have spent 
approximately £170 million this year on security connected with the Northern 
Ireland situation representing almost four times per capita the level of 

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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exp~nditure ~Y ~he British taxpayer in respect of Northern Ireland. As the 
Taoiseac~ sai~ in the D~il (Parliament) "our commitment in this area is 
freely given rn the commo~ interest of society, North and South, to ensure 
that the forces of terrorism - whether of domestic or international origin -

do not prevail". 

The Intergovernmental Conference established by the Anglo-Irish Agreement 
(copy enclosed) has reaffirmed the total rejection by the Irish and British 
Governments of any attempt to promote political objectives by violence or 
the threat of violence and the determination of both Governments to work 
together to ensure that those who adopt or support such methods do not 
succeed. Article 9 of the Agreement provided for the establishment of a 
programme of work to be undertaken by the Garda Commissioner and the Chief 
Constable of the R.U.C. with a view to enhancing cross-border co-operation 
on security matters in such areas as threat assessments, exchange of 
information, technical co-operation, training and operational resources. 
That programme of work continues to be implemented and the effectiveness of 
the co-operation received has frequently been acknowledged by British 
political and security force leaders. · 

The Garda Siochana continue to make regular seizures of arms, a11111unition, 
explosives and bomb-making materials~ Their impressive successes in this 
area have greatly hampered terrorist activity and have undoubtedly been 
successful in preventing greater loss of life or serious injury and 
destruction of property. 

The Taoiseach has also asked me to say that there . is no question of persons 
who commit serious crimes in the North and Britain escaping the consequences 
of their actions by seeking refuge in this State or vice versa. The means 
are available whereby such persons can, and are, made amenable to the 
process of justice provided sufficient evidence exists to connect them with 
the alleged offences. The special extradition arrangements we operate with 
Britain and the North provide the means by which a person can be returned to 
the jurisdiction in which the offence has been conunitted. These 
arrangements have been in place since 1965 and were strengthened by the 
enactment of the Extradition (European Convention on the Supptession of 
Terrorism) Act, 1987 which, inter alia, limits the scope of the political 
offence exception to extradition by excluding certain specified violent 
terrorist type offences from the exception. These arrangements have served 
both countries well and continue to operate effectively. Furthermore, the 
Criminal Law Jurisdiction Act, 1976 contains a provision whereby persons who 
are alleged to have committed serious crimes in the North and who are found 
in this jurisdiction can be brought to trial here. 

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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The Taoiseach, while regretting the continuing loss of life as a result of 
terrorist atrocities, and indeed the loss of even a single life in this way, 
expresses the wish that the information contained in this letter will leave 
you in no doubt as to the determination of the Government and the Irish 
people to combat effectively all forms of terrorist activity. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

Oifrg an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Bail~ ~tha Cliat~ 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildal'lgs, Dubbn 2. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Articles 2 & 3; 

conversation with Paddy McGrory 
Belfast. 11 December 1990 

' 

He arti culated, in particularly forceful terms, widespread 
nationalist concern in Northern Ireland at the debate on 
Articles 2 & 3 . In doing so, he offered the caustic comment 
that he c~uld understand the Workers Party's search for 
res~ectab1lity in the South - particularly in the light of 
Official IRA activity in recent weeks in Belfast which 
signa~led the possibility of a renewed feud between the 
Officials and the Provisionals in the Markets area. 

He was, however, bitterly disappointed at the stance of the 
Pi~e Gael Party which he felt displayed an unbelievable 
naivety about Northern Ireland. Changing or even deleting the 
Articles would not receive so much as a thank-you froa the 
Unionists. They would simply pocket the concession and 
immedi.ately move on to the next grievance. He recalled that 
some years ago the Unionists had a practice of making fiery 
speeches about Article 40 on the special position of the 
Catholic Church. When that Article was deleted, he had not 
heard " so much as a squeak of appreciation• from the 
Unionists. 

He found the suggestion that Articles 2 & 3 were somehow used 
by the IRA as a justification for their campaign to be 
particularly absurd. In his practice he has represented 
hundreds of members of the IRA over the years. Never once has 
he ever heard anyone mention Articles 2 & 3 or indeed the 
Constitution which, in any event, they view as •a Free State 
document 0 and refuse to recognise its validity in any shape or 
form. 

For nationalists, . the tone of some of the speeches in the Dail 
clearly signalled their possible abandonment by the South and 
this had deeply angered many nationalists in the North. As an 
example, he mentioned that Brian Friel (a close personal 
friend) had phoned him earlier and had sounded off in 
particularly virulent terms about his sense of betrayal. 
[comment: I heard similar strong colDllents fro• every 
nationalist I met in Northern Ireland this week.] 

Brooke speech; • He had been very impressed with Brooke'& •neutrality speech 
of g November which he felt was bound to stimulate further 
debate within the republican movement. He speculated at soae 
length on the capacity of the republican movement to respond 
in an imaginative way to the speech. In his view, Gerry AdallS 



is one of the few peo 1 
:n~ with a capacity t~ ~h~nkthe movement with a long-term view 
"~ rory feels that Adams i~ v in an imaginative way. However 

rmy" and is unable to ery much constrained by the ' 
approval of the IRA. make any significant move without the 

Sandy Lynch; 
McGrory is representi 
on remand facing cha ng Danny ~Orrison who is still being held 
attempted murd rges relating to the imprisonment and 
have also beene~hof t~e.RUC informer, Sandy Lynch. (Ten others 
fi ures ) . arge in this case, including some senior IRA 
h g . · During the cross-examination at the preliminary 
R;~ri~~~ Lynch revealed (to the obvious consternation of the 

7 ° icers present) that he had been working for the RUC for 
years. It was obvious to McGrory that Lynch was not supposed 

to have revealed that he had been working for the RUC for such 
a long time. It was also obvious from Lynch's demeanour in 
Court that he now fully identifies with the security services 
and ~ot with his family or background. He displayed •not even 
a flicker of emotion or reaction" when his father shouted to 
him from the public gallery. McGrory commented that he had 
seen the same psychological transformation in some of the 
supergrass cases - most notably in the case of Harry 
Kirkpatrick. 

According to Morrison, Lynch made a number of interesting 
revelations during his "interrogation" at the hands of the 
IRA, including the fact that he had been warned earlier in the 
week that he would be lifted by the IRA and was coached by the 
RUC as to what he should tell his interrogators. This had 
caused quite a few raised eyebrows within the IRA as it 
clearly implied that the RUC had another very senior source 
within the movement. It continues to be a mystery to the IRA 
as to how the RUC were able to pinpoint the house in West 
Belfast where Lynch was being interrogated. The IRA appear to 
have used the same house in the interrogation of Joe Fenton, 
another RUC informer murdered by the IRA in February 1989. 
[comment: It has been apparent over the past year, from the 
significant number of arms finds and raids on bomb factories 
(where a number of people have been caught red-handed) that 
the RUC may have a number of well-placed informers within the 
IRA in Belfast. ] 

Lynch named two other senior IRA figures (Kevin Mulgrew from 
Ardoyne and a well-known gunman with the unlikely name of 
Scapotici) as being responsible for his kidnapping & 
interrogation. Both are currently on the run. 

B~a~McMahon cc A/Sec Gallagher 
Anglo-Irish Division Counsellors A.I. 
20 December 1990 Secretariat 

Box 



<:Jo De~ember, 1990. 

Mr. David Parr, 
"Willow Cottage", 
1 Hobbs Lane, 
Beckley, 
Rye, 
East Sussex TN3 16TN. 

Dear Mr. Parr, 

9ifig an T aoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

The Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D., has asked me to refer to your 
letter of 29 October concerning the recent IRA bombings at Newry and Derry. 

The Government condemned in the strongest terms these attacks on army 
checkpoints which brought a heavy toll in dead and injured. It is the view 
of the Government and of the overwhelming majority of people on this island 
that such savage murders are futile and serve no purpose other than to bring 
suffering and tragedy in their wake. 

The Irish Government totally reject any attempt to promote political 
objectives by violence or the threat of violence and, to this end, the 
convnitment of the Government and the Irish people to combat terrorism is 
consistent, comprehensive and effective. By the end of December, this State 
will have spent approximately £170 million this year on security connected 
with Northern Ireland and this represents almost four times per capita the 
equivalent level of expenditure by the taxpayer in Britain. 

In addition to the considerable costs incurred by Irish taxpayers in respect 
of the Northern Ireland conflict, this State has in place a comprehensive 
range of legislative measures which are crucial to ensuring that the forces 
of terrorism do not prevail. Under Article 9 of the Anglo-Irish Agreemen , 

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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a programme of cross-border security co-operation between the Garda Siochana 
and the Royal Ulster Constabulary continues to be .implemented. The special 
extradition arrangements we operate with Britain and the North provide the 
means by which a person can be returned to the jurisdiction in which the 
offence was conunitted, and these arrangements have been strengthened by the 
enactment of the Extradition (European Convention on the Suppression of 
Terrorism) Act 1987. This Act limits the scope of the political offence 
exception by specifying certain violent terrorist type offences as being 
non-political. The Criminal Law (Jurisdiction) Act 1976 provides another 
method for dealing with fugitive offenders. Under this Act, persons who are 
alleged to have conunitted serious crimes in Northern Ireland and who are 
found in this jurisdiction can be brought to trial here. Since 1939, the 
I.R.A. has been a proscribed organisation in this jurisdiction and 
membership is a criminal offence, liable to a term .of imprisonment of 7 
years on conviction. Furthermore, Section 31 of our Broadcast Authority Act . 
1960 prohibits the broadcasting of interviews, statements or reports by a 
number of organisations including the I.R.A. and their political wing, Sinn 
Fein. 

The Taoiseach has also asked me to say that the deaths and injuries 
inflicted by terrorists on so many people lends great urgency to the 
seeking, through peaceful means, of a just and lasting solution to the 
Northern Ireland conflict and, to this end, the Irish Government fully 
support the effort~ of the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland to get 
political talks underway. From the outset, the Irish Government have made 
every effort possible to create the conditions and frame~rk in which 
productive talks could begin at the earliest possible date. The Irish 
Government seek to establish a new relationship of trust and f~iendship with 
the Unionist people of Northern Ireland. This is why the Taoiseach has so 
often emphasised his willingness to enter into discussions with them without 

any preconditions. 

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Bail~ ~tha Cliath. 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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The Taoiseach appreciates the compassionate and concerned manner in which 
your letter was written. He expresses the wish that the information 
contained in this letter will clarify the policies of the Irish Government. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 

• 



To: 

From: 

ROINN AN TAOISIGH 

Uimhir. 

/ 

Brian McCarthy. 
/ 

Gerry Cribbin. 

Re: Letter frOII Nr. David Parr concerning IRA bcabtnas at 
Newry and Derry. 

1. Mr. David Parr of East Sussex wrote to the Taoiseach on 29 October 
concerning the recent IRA bomb attacks on army checkpoints at Newry and 
Derry. He is very critical of the tactics currently being adopted by 

the IRA - in particular, forcing civilians to drive boab-laden 
vehicles. 

2. The writer expresses the opinion that the Taoiseach is in a better 
position than anyone else to stop these •events•, although he adllits to 
having limited knowledge of the political situation. Because of this, 
I thought it best to include in my reply a snapshot of the considerable 
resources - both monetary and legislative - which this State devotes to 
combatting terrorism. 

3. Mr. Parr seems to be a compassionate, caring and hUllble aan and, 
on this basis alone, I think that a reply would be justified. 

4. Draft reply across for consideration, please. 

·11 ... November, 1990. 



J~ ...J November, 1990. 

Mr. David Parr, 
"Willow Cottage", 
1 Hobbs Lane, 
Beckley, 
Rye, 
E. Sussex. 

Dear Mr. Parr, 

Thank you for your letter of the 29th October, 1990 
addressed to the Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D., 
and for your comments regarding the recent atrocity in 
Northern Ireland. 

Your comments are being brought to the Taoiseach's 
attention. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

BRIA, FOR ANY FURTHER ACTION IF YOU CONSIDER 
APPROPRIATE 

GS3731/WP3 







November, 1990. 

Mr. David Parr, 
"Willow Cottage", 
1 Hobbs Lane, 
Beckley, 
Rye, 
East Sussex TN3 16TN. 

~-~ 
Dear~·~. 

O ifig an Taoi5igh 
Offic of th Tao i5each 

The Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, .D., has asked me to refer to your 
letter of 29 October concerning the r ent IRA bombings at Newry and Derry. 

The Government condemned in the stro gest terms t~ese attacks on army 
checkpoints which brought a heavy t 11 in dead and injured. It is the view 
of the Government and of the overw elming majority of people on this island 
that such savage murders are futi and serve no purpose other than to bring 
suffering and tragedy in their wa e. 

The Irish Government totally re ect any attempt to promote political 
objectives by violence or the reat of violence and, to this .end, the 
commitment of the Government ad the Irish people to combat terrorism is 
consistent, comprehensive and ffective. By the end of December, this State 
will have spent approximately £170 million this year on security connected 
with Northern Ireland and thi represents almost four times per capita the 
equivalent level of expendit re by the tapayer in Britain. 

In addition to the considera le costs incurred by Irish tax,/oayers in 
respect of the Northern Ireland conflict, this St~te has ;rlp1ace a 
comprehensive range of legislative measures which are crucial to ensuring 
that the forces of terrorism do not prevail. Under Article 9 of the Anglo-

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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Irish Agreement, a programme of cross-border security co-o eration between 
the Garda Siochana and the Royal Ulster Constabulary cont· ues to be 
implemented. The special extradition arrangements we op ate with Britain 
and the North provide the means by which a person can be returned to the 
jurisdiction in which the offence was committed, and th se arrangements have 
been strengthened by the enactment of the Extradition European Convention 
on the Suppression of Terrorism) Act 1987. This Act imits the scope of the 
political offence exception by specifying certain vi lent terrorist type 
offences as being non-political. The Criminal Law ~urisdiction) Act 1976 
provides another method for dealing with fugitive o fenders. Under this 
Act, persons who are alleged to have committed serous crimes in Northern 
Ireland and who are found in this jurisdiction ea be brought to trial here. 
Since 1939, the I.R.A. has been a proscribed org nisation in this 
jurisdiction and membership is a criminal offen , liable to a term of 
imprisonment of 7 years on conviction. Further ore, Section 31 of our 
Broadcast Authority Act 1960 prohibits the bro dcasting of interviews, 
statements or reports by a number of &ti:i_..111111-'e organisations .including the 
I.R.A. and their political wing, Sinn Fein. 

The Taoiseach has also asked me to say that he deaths and injuries 
inflicted by terrorists on so many people i lends great 
urgency to the seeking, through peaceful m ans, of a just and lasting 
solution to the Northern Ireland conflict nd, to this end, the Irish 
Government fully support I efforts)to get political talks 
underway. From the outset, the Irish Gov rnment _h~~~ade every effort )d 

possible to create the conditions and fr mework in which productive talks 
could begin at the earliest possible dat. The Irish Government seek to 
establish a new relationship of trust ad friendship with the Unionist 
people of Northern Ireland. This is wh the Taoiseach has so often 
emphasised his willingness to enter int discussions with them without any 

preconditions. C/) ~ . ~ VJ fC?t; 

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an ialtais, Bail~ ~tha Cliath. 2. ~ 1J~ ~ 
Office of the Taoiseach, Gov1'nment Bu1ldmgs, Dublin 2. 
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The Taoiseach appreciates the compassionate and concerne 
your letter was written. He expres~h that th 
contained in this letter will ¥ 

in which 

:t.be Gov eroroeo t-,. aA-d---t-t1te-l-r"i-s-h:--f'1eot:H-e-tEr-Goolt>at_aitl.1QJ~~LJ:e.J!~~ 
a~\ 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

f 
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,: · '11 I .vre0 cl!'~ I l 
Mr. Waldqrue [pu,,.ilto the reply, 16 November ' Mr. Hanley: Spendins' b~ the Oeparun l f 

1990, c . . 248/: Th~ring ~?mmitt~ . of solici\ors and Social Services on health and personal :a~ Healtb 
representing _tlll,.,t(tv haemophthac plamttffs an9 their research in Northern Ireland for 1989-90 the I le1'Vicea 
counsel ~t forward to the Department of Health for which an outtum fi,ure ia available w~ £i"8;tea~ Year 
proposals for_ the settlement of this litigation which they Infonnation for earlier yean baa ~ bi' h:llion. 
reg_ard as a fair and reasonable resolution of the plaintiffs' appropriation accounts fpr Nori.:n:• 1::ta'!: 
claims. Departments. 

The Government have carefully considered these 
proposals and agree that they will provide a fair and 
proper way of ending this litigation and of making 
financial provision for all affected haemophiliacs and their 
dependants, whether or not they have joined in the 
litigation. We believe that our case is legally strong and 
that the plaintiffs would not succeed in proving negligence 
on the part of the Department of Health. None the less the 
Go~em.ment have always recognised the very special and 
tragic circumstances of the haemophiliacs infected by HIV 
and of their families. We recognise too the harrowing effect 
legal action would have on them. 

The Government have therefore agreed in principle to 
meet the steering committee's proposals. 

In outline the compromise would result in the 
Government providing to the Macfarlane Trust, in 
addition to the £34 million already paid, a further sum of 
about £42 million for distribution to all HIV haemophi
liacs and their families according to their respective 
circumstances. Furthennore the Government have agreed 
that payments from the Macfarlane Trust will not affect 
entitlement to social security and other statutory benefits. 
The plaintiffs' reasonable legal costs would also be paid by 
the Government. 

Because the proposed settlement will require the fonnal 
approval of all individual plaintiffs, and in the case of 
minors, of the court, it would be inappropriate at this time 
to publish further details until all plaintiffs and the court 
have had an opportunity to consider the full terms of the 
settlement and to approve them. 

The Government would apply the outcome of any 
settlement to all parts of the United Kingdom. 

The Government welcome these developments, which 
offer a speedy way of ending the lengthy period of 
uncertainty for haemophiliacs and their families and of 
giving them additional financial security. 

7 NORTHERN IRELAND 1 
Offlclal IRA 

Mr. John D. Taylor: To ask the Secretary of State for \ 
Northern Ireland what information his Department has 
on whether the Official IRA continues to exist in Northern 
Ireland; and if he will make a statement. 

Dr. Mawbhmey: I believe that the Official IRA siill 
exists. 

Health Research 

Mr. Robin Cook: To uk the Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland if he will list (a) in cash tenm and (b) 
deflated accordins to an appropriate index of biper 
education pay and prices the spendins on health and 
pmonal social services research in each year from 1979 td 
the most recent year which bi, Department bu funded in 
univenities, polytecbniCI and other related iDldtutiom. 

Home Help 

Mr. Mallon: To ask the Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland (l) how many individuala currently in receipt of 
home help service receive ( a) lcu than one hour per day 
( b) less than two hours but more than one hour per day: 
( c) less than three hours but more than two hours per day 
and ( d) more than three hours per day; 

(2) how many individuals currently in receipt of home 
help service receive a daily allocation of home help time 
Monday to Saturday but no service on Sunday; 

(3) how many individuals currently in receipt of home 
help service receive a daily allocation of home help time 
Monday to Friday but no service on Saturday and 
Sunday; 

(4) what was the average amount of home help time 
received, per day, by each individual in receipt of home 
help service in each year since 1986, in e~h health board 
area in Northern Ireland. · 

Mr. Hanley [holding answers 4 December /990/ : The 
information requested could be made available only at 
disproportionate cost to the health and social services 
boards which arc responsible for the management and 
delivery of the home help service. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Private Rented Housi111 

Mr. Simon Coombs: To ask the Secretary of State for 
the Environment if he will make a statement on the private 
rented housing market since the Housing Act 1988. 

Mr. Yeo: It is too early to assess the overall impact of 
the Act on private renting. Research now in progress will 
provide information in the course of 1991. There are, 
however, clear signs of increased activity in the residential 
lettings market. In particular, business expansion scbcme 
companies have so far raised £5SO million, which will 
provide about I 0,000 new homes to rent. 

BatbJaa Beaches 

Mr. Garedl WardeU: To uk the Secretary of State for 
~e Environment if he will place in the Library a copy or 
the National Riven Authority reports coverins all or 
EnsJand and Wales which provide information on the 
bathins beaches monitorins pro,nmme for the 1990 
bathins seuon. • 

Mr. Bulry: The Secretary of State announced on 14 
November that a detailed IUlllJIW'Y of these National 
Riven Authority monitorin1 reaulu will be pllced in tbe 
Library. 

' e.......w ... 
Mr. M•lnp••: To uk dll Secmuy of tate ror tbl 

Environment wbetbtr. in vilw or tbt dlcuion by ScNth 
Yorbbirl WIIII dilpGIII jobU committN to olall its 



To: Brendan McMahon 

!,_ <? ~ ~~~ 

FAX r,,,~___.~---

From: John Fee, 

~~ 
~ 

2)-/ I/ 
SDLP 

Leaflet distributed yesterday at Provisional IRA checkpoint, 

Newry Road, Crossmaglen. 

- -------------------------------------------------

Note: 

The attached leaflet was handed to a sister of John Fee at a 

Provisional IRA checkpoint near the Fee house in Crossmaglen 

yesterday. He has no information as to what prompted it. (John 

Fee is a nephew of the late Cardinal and, as well as being a 
/' ·" 

prominent SDLP member, runs Seamus Mallon's constituency 

offices). 

This is a very disturbing development and would seem to 

constitute a threat to off-duty gardai and army personnel 

visiting the North (and possibly also to the "Northern travelling 

personnel" of this Department). We will discuss with the 

Department of Justice as a matter of urgency. 

-· _.:;::9P~· 
DermcrtGallagher, 

22 November, 1990. 

cc: PSM; Mr. Nally; 

Joint Secretary; 

PSS; Mr. Mathews; Mr. Brosnan; 

Counsellors A-I; Travellers 
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,• . Oglalgh na ·.;ulreann. 
.:( • • • : __ - - ) ~ / t !:- : . )./ . :• 

A chara, _ .- · . _ .. .. · ·. i· : .. · · . · \.' . \.: ~; : .. 
a s1tuat~ea ~$ devetepei 1n Seuth Armagh where an lnereaslng 111ebc ~ 

•f Free State ferces visit thts·:area - · sh•pp1ng trips ate, npeclally ta . 
f1.111ng statlens. After detailed . exw.1it1en ner a leng perled ef· tiae, 1t 
has became cl ear that these vis! ts are ·a.re than just ef financial er 
recrea t1enal 1.apertance. These Pree Staters are uedging fer Wematien am 
cellec:tln9 1n~-ellt;ence· en pe.ple in the area generally and republicans 1ft 
particular, all •f which ls passed te the occupat1en ferces ln the 11x .. 
ceuntl es. Several arrest eperatien, and a great deal ef the weryday 
haras•ent suffered by eur peeple, has )>een 1nst1;ated by the baftll ..,er by 
free State·ferces ef 1ntelll;ence gatWered- by them. 

in future, ~nerei•r~, all buslness prealses and recreatienal centres 
sheuld beycett all British eceupauen·:ferces, Free State ferces and certain 
ether gev~rm.ent efficials whe are cl11rly cellaberatlng with thm. Let 1 t be 
·unaers"toed that anyene ln the capany ef er asseciating w1 th these abwe will 
alse be treated as eell.beraters. 

These peeple ar~ sp1es and will be treated as such by the Republican 
Kevement. · ' 

Seuth Armagh. 
Pr.,1sienal r .. ct.A • 

..,-.,,---~· -____________ "" ____ ,.., ____ . _____________ _ 

----

. 
t; . 
r 

, 
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30 OCTOBER 1~90 

TO HQ FROM ~ASHINGTON 
FOR ASST ~EC ,GA!..LAGHE~ FROM BRENDAN SCANNELL 

SOBJ : STATEMENT .Bj SPEAKER FOLEY ON IRA BOMBING 
. ' · 1 . . 

Only ~n exceptional circu~stances has it become the tradition 
. . { 

of the Speaker of .the House of ·Reprasentatives to seek the 

l. 

fl~o~ o( the Houre to mak~ a statement ·. On Satw:day, 27 

Oc~o~e~, at ~he o~ening of business on the: floor of the House, 
the fir~t item }of which was ·the consideration of the 
Immigration Bill, , Speaker Foley stepped down from the Chai~ 

J and aske~ fo~ ~e floor to make a statement on the IRA 
/I bom.bings :of the 24 October. 

! \ . 

2. 

3. 

The Spe~ker1 w~ l understand1 consulted: with Congressman 
Donnell.y/ Chairman of the Friends and Mr Bob Michel, 

R~pubiic~n Leader l in the House before making the statement. 
' I • 

The ,Speaker, speaking on behalf of the F~iends of Ireland 

(which he_remarke he served as Honorary Cnai.rman), condemned 
' . 

the IRA bombing and methods !'unequivocally11
• ·. You will recall . l . 

that the Speaker also denounced the · IRA in simi1ax 

circumstances on ·2i August for the murder of Ian Go.w. 

i 
Comment 1 

The Speaker conti,Jes to follow Irish matters closely. He had 
i 

privately been involved in the negotiations. in the last few 

}

' days in securing Jn additional US $20 million for the IFI. 

The Speak~r, by re<l}lesting the House floor 1:'efore ~ important 
debate on :rmmigrat~on which ooncerned Ir~land, also helped to · 

reinforce , to H~us~ \ members h!s continuing interes~ in Irish . 

·affairs and the Friends of Ireland. · 
. t 

ENDS 
.' f 

I 
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MR. FOLEY• Mr. Speaker, I rise in both anguish and. 
ou.trag!· Two days ago, on Wednesday, Octo.ber 24, 1990, tha Irish 
Repub~1.can Army (In) exceeded. even its gory record of infamy 
~en i~ took hostase at gunpoint three separate catholic tald.lies 
in Northern Ireland and forced a family member from each to 
be.come n~.car bombs. Using terror tactics no cloubt learned 
from thair Mid~le Eas~e.rn. counterparts, thQ IRA threatened death 
fer the re:mainil:g family me3%1be.rs to force those they bad 
kidna.pp~d to drive explosive-laden vehicles to •ili'tary 
checkpoints where they ~ere then detcna~ed. 

· The· t.:c-ag.?:c:t · tol:·:r· or··tlrese··-&.t·tacka . was -7 ,ae:c:1 .,and,-3;r v..-de4. 
one of the dead and 21 et the wounded. were sila.ple bystanders, as 
is so often the case with IRA attack&. 'rhese innocents were added 
to a lonq and. shameful list of others who recently fell victila to 
Ila slaughter - among them a nun, 2 tourists, an ~ant, a 
soldier's wife. 'l'he nA kills many more iMocant pa~ than 
it ever has membm:'s of the Sritish army or security fo~. 

A truly frighteninc; aspect of tilese murders was that, 
although prominently re.ported, they have excited so little pw,lic 
condemnation in this country. I fear that the IRA baa succeeded, 
as have other terrorist groups, in perpetrating so many grialy 
atrocities that their egregious brutality seems ta many Amaricana 
the ccm:monplaee and expected in No~""1lern xreland. SUCh m=Jm••• 
must, for humanity's sake, be overcome. Aa defend~ of the rule 
of law and of human dignity, we mq$t voice al)horrence for 
terrorist acts. We must dwal1 on their cruelty and en theit" 
ultimate futility. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe I speak today fer myself and ~or the 

/

. bipartisan Friends ot rreland. The Friends of Ireland include 
l.6S Meml:>ers of the House. dedicated to pr~S9~l.~.~· and ..... 
reconciliation in Ireland. I •~• ·as the honcrary a&."1rman -c,r 
the Friends ·along wi'th· the ~lican Leader·, Mr. · tti-c:me:t. Th•· ·· 
Executive. Committee of the Friends is eh.air.a by Mr. Dcnnelly, 
and includes Mr. McI>ade, Mr.DWyer, Mr. Madigm, Mr. WilliUlS and 
Mr. LoWery. 

All of the Friends of Ireland, t>emcc:ra'ts and Republicans 
alike, have an inte:"est in Irish a.ftairs. Many of us anar• :Criah 
ancestry. BUt non• of ua share any illusions a.bout the nai:Ura o! 

I 
the conflict in Ireland. We see nc .t"Olllanc• in tlle ta=ios cf the 
IRA, no glory in its policy et assassination and masaacre. %RA 
a~oeities do not support aectarian dial0911e. ~ d .. 1:.:1:Uct.1.on 
cannot bring uni.fic::ation. 'l'ha.t is why thia la.t.•at, moat cold. 
blooded group of murders must :be c:olldumed unaqa.ivccally. 

Mr. Speaker, the Ill identified tho•• it farco4 'to t:ranapoi-t 
its bcmbs as "collaborators.n Their connaction ·~o Bri'tish fot"Cea 
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seems to ha.ve. been eit.1:1er nonexist~t. or remote. 'l'ha point to w · 
taken frc,m the IlU\.'a appalling rationalization is that.any perso~ 
.. notestant or cathol;c - is a. potential victim. at its wide
ran;ing, indiscriminate violenca. 'rhat violence, an4 1:he o~scane 
indiffareftce to life it embcdies - ~ust be constantly exposed, 

f 
ciecried and renounced. And always, such barbaria must be 
remembered. for what it ,is - savagery that can only 48SU'OY, never 
rebuild, the ~reland ~e IRA says it wants t:c see .. 

_. __ ......... -· ,. -~· ., 
eo - I • •-- • I I• , _..-

- · ~ - - • I ...... - • • •• 

• I • • 



GOVERNMENT STATEMENT FOLLOWING TODAY'S BOMB ATTACKS 
IN NEWRY AND DERRY 

The Government totally condemn this morning's attacks on army checkpoints in 
Derry and Newry, which have brought a heavy toll in dead and injured. The 
people who carried out these savage murders stand condemned by the 
overwhelming majority of people on this island. Their actions are futile 
and serve no purpose other than to bring suffering and tragedy in their 

wake. 

On behalf of the Government, I extend my deepest sympathy to the families of 

the dead and injured. 

24 October, 1990. 
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Draft Messa e from the Taoiaeaoh 
Prime Minister on the attaoks on arm 

at Derry and Newry 

~ 
I just want you to know how appalled anrshocked I was at the 

news of the horrific attacks on two British army checkpoints 

early this morning. Please accept~ deepest sympathy and that 

of my colleagues in Government. 

We have issued a statement 

have a copy of this. 
I 

I 
l 

e killings and you may wish to 



~ ~ 
-&rri)Y. Statement l)y l!fte Minis LeL fot Poreign Affairs, 

~. 9eLard Collfhs, T. o~, following today's 
bomb att acks in Newry and Derry 

c ondemn \;rtiH! .. ,@r. e~y this morning's attacks on army checkpoints 

in Derry and Newry, which have brought a heavy toll in dead and 
~~ 

inj ured . The people who carried out these savage ~l~s stand 

condemned by the overwhelming majority of people on this island. 

Their actions are futile and serve no purpose other than to bring 

sufferi ng and tragedy in their wake. 

On behalf of the Government, I extend my deepest sympathy to the 

famil ies of the dead and injured. 

24 October, 1990. 
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GOVERNMENT STATEMENT FOLLOWING TODAY'S BOMB ATTACKS 
IN NEWRY AND DERRY 

The Government totally condemn this morning's attacks on army checkpoints in 
Derry and Newry, which have brought a heavy toll in dead and injured. The 
people who carried out these savage murders stand condemned by the 
overwhelming majority of people on this island. Their actfons are futile 
and serve no purpose other than to bring suffering and tragedy in their 

wake. 

On behalf of the Government, I extend my deepest sympathy to the families of 

the dead and injured. 

24 October, 1990. 



To: Mr. Frank Murray 
From: B. McCarthy 

Re: Request for Peace Train Organisation 

While the attached papers do not specifically say so, I understand that 
the request from the organisation, is that the Taoiseach would become a 
Patron - the T!naiste and the opposition Leaders have already agreed to 
be patrons. I checked with the Department of Foreign Affairs as to 
whether their Minister has been approached. He has not but was 
consulted about the matter. He does not see any difficulty in the 
Tao i seach agreeing to become a patron shou·l d he wish to do so. 

/ S October, 1990. 

(_ 



Oifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

~ 
!,i~~ 

-:2, ~ ,-< . 

ro 

i1" October, 1990. h- {,,_,,,~ . 
~ ~ "'-® 

Hazel Mcclelland, 
4 Malone View Park, 
Belfast BT9 SPN. 

Dear Hazel Mcclelland, 

The Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D., has asked me to 
refer to your letter of 17 September concerning the murder 
of Constable Louis Robinson. He has noted with sadness the 
account of your experience following this murder. 

The Government condemned in the strongest terms the murder 
of Constable Robinson and extended deepest sympathy to his 
widow and family. In the Government's view, the manner in 
which this killing was carried out was particularly cruel 
and cold-blooded and once again showed the IRA's utter 
disregard for basic human values. These sentiments reflect 
the utter revulsion felt by the Government and by the Irish 
people at the murder. 

The death of Constable Robinson and of so many others at the 
hands of terrorists lends great urgency to the seeking, 
through peaceful means, of a just and lasting solution to 
the Northern Ireland conflict and, to this end, the Irish 
Government fully support the Secretary of State's efforts to 
get political talks underway. From the outset, the Irish 
Government has made every effort possible to create the 
conditions and framework in which productive talks could 
begin at the earliest possible date. The Irish Government 
seek to establish a new relationship of trust and friendship 
with the Unionist people of Northern Ireland. This is why 
the Taoiseach has so often emphasised his willingness to 
enter into discussions with them without any preconditions.· 

I •••••• 

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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The Taoiseach has asked me to emphasise that the Government 
are fully committed to combatting all forms of terrorism and 
totally reject any attempt to promote political objectives 
by violence or the threat of violence. 

The Taoiseach was disappointed by the last sentence of your 
letter which hardly seems to be in the same spirit as the 
rest. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 
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Dear Hazel Mcclelland 
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9ifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

The Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D., has asked me to refer to your 
letter of 17 September concerning the murder of Constable Louis Robinson. 
He has noted with sadness the account of your experience following this 
murder. 

The Government condemned in the strongest terms the murder of Constable 
Robinson and extended deepest sympathy to his widow and family. In the 
Government's view, the manner in which this killing was carried out was 
particularly cruel and cold-blooded and once again showed the IRA's utter 
disregard for basic human values. These sentiments reflect the utter 
revulsion felt by the Government and by the Irish people at the D.lrder. 

The death of Constable Robinson and of so many others at the hands of 
terrorists lends great urgency to the seeking, through peaceful means, of a 
just and lasting solution to the Northern Ireland conflict and, to this end, 
the Irish Government fully support the Secretary of State's efforts to get 
political talks underway. From the outset, the Irish Government has made 
every effort possible to create the conditions and framework in which 
productive talks could begin at the earliest possible date. The Irish 
Government seek to establish a new relationship of trust and friendship with 
the Unionist people of Northern Ireland. This is why the Taoiseach has so 
often emphasised his willingness to enter into discussions with them without 

any preconditions. 

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Bail~ Atha Cliat~ 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dubhn 2. 
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The Taoiseach has asked me to emphasise that the Government are ful ly 
committed to combatting all forms of terrorism and totally reject any 
attempt to promote political objectives by violence or the threat of 
violence. 

The Taoiseach &tlt:'.;~:eei:t!: r:!;~-!;i:; :a-:.pt!i;u ;: :t; :: H. 

~ r t.:f Cc ~c.:,JC1L , 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

;go A\; c !!·'::~ 

\ t.uL. 

'fi T • cgh T'ithe an Rialtais Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
011g n ao1' ' , 'Id' D bi' 2 Office of the Taoiseach, Government Bui mgs, u m . 
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Mr. B'k·ooke • s Speech to Eaftt Belfast. 

Lunchtime, 16 October 1990. 

----
Rotary Club, t>J {/o,ll.~, 
rfa? . 

/ 

I. <!C p.s~ 

The shooting in cold blood of two policemen in the 

M~; j'Sf 
I/. ~ ;11.;r;.,

Province• s ~ /JI 
main shopping centre last weekend is a sad and bitter reflection of,7.II~ ~I~ 

the destructive divisions that still bedevil life in Northern 

Ireland. our overriding policy in Northern Ireland is to bring ~ 

violence to an en~. That policy has and will continue to have th~ 

first call on our resources and our ener9ies. It represents a 17£ 1~ . j 
/ , .t. lj r'o. 

commitment by the whole British people to the suppression of 1 

terrorism and the preservation of democratic freedoms and values. 

Law and order policies are not our only weapon, in our war against 

evil terrorism, and in particular the Provisional IRA. By all the 

various means at our disposal we will resist them and we will defeat 

them. No other outcome is possible or acceptable to the Government. 

2. But, as we look around Northern Ireland today, we can see many 

positive signs. There is much new investment, from firms such as 

Daewoo and Montupet, many new jobs are in prospect and there are 

exciti~g new schemes under way in Belfast, Londonderry and other 

parts of the Province. It is the intention of the Government that 

these will benefit all sections of society. Those signs are all 

visible on the ground. But, just as important, I detect a new 

spirit on the part of many people in the Province. There is, I 

believe, a developino mood of self-help and a desire to put away 

past animosities and build new, positive relationships for the 

future. Time and aoain I hear of initiatives and enterprises on the 

part of individuals and small groups of people in all parts of 

Northern Ireland and particularly in the areas of greatest 

deprivation. This must represent the way forward for all of us in 

Northern Ireland. 

-1-
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J. Yet there are still or~anisations, on both sides of the 

community, whose purpose is wholly negative in attempting to block 

the path to progress. By intimidation and extortion, by looking 

back and not forward, they have sought to frustrate enterprise, 

stifle proQress and perpetuate the bad old ways of fear and 

deprivation. We for our part pursue each of these groups with equal 

vigour and determination. 

4. All these organisations are evil, though the one I shall focus 

on today is the Provisional IRA, who claim to represent the 

interests of the ordinary nationalist man and woman, but who still, 

after all these years, need to maintain their position in society by 

violence or the threat of it and not throu;h popular consent. 

5. What is the truth about this organisation? I wish to say two 

things. First, and most obviously, it kills people. In the words 

of the "Economist", "it kills to ezist, and it exists to kill·. It 

claims that there is nothing wrong in killing people it says are 

"legitimate targets" and apologises for those it kills by mistake. 

I reject both. Let it never be forgotten that the IRA has killed 

more Catholics in Northern Ireland in the past 20 years than has 

anyone else. 

6. And secondly, those whom the IRA do not kill they have left in 

fear. Families, particularly in Catholic araas, have bean held 

hostage in their own homes to serve the killing and maiming of 

soldiers and policemen. weapons have been hidden in the homes of 

the elderly and infirm. Still worse, youn; people have been lured 

into running errands for the IRA; leaving themselves open to a 

-2-
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frightened existence on the run or to ending up spending the beat 

and most productive years of their li ves in prison. There are no 

doubt those who say they support 1 al this; but none of this can be 

justified. Any cause is defiled by such means. No end is worth 

pursuing or achieving by such methods. 

7. And we all know that people living in areas which the IRA has 

sought to dominate suffer inconvenience because the security force• 

have to mount house searches and other operations to protect 

ordinary people against the actions and intentions of this tiny 

minority. But let me make it clear; unlike the IRA, the purpose of 

the police and Army is simple and unambi;uous; to protect the 

community, to eradicate terrorism and to get the paramilitaries off 

the backs of the people. They are certainly not there to dominate 

ene aeetion o{ Lhie: c.:immuu.i.Ly u1 the, other. 

8. How have the Provisionals sought to maintain a hold and exert 

an influence? Through the blackmail and intimidation of ordinary 

working men and women. I need not elaborate on what haa passed for 

justice from the Provisional movement; in recent weeks anO month, 

many people have spoken tellingly about what happen• to tho•• who 

offend members of the organisation. There is no trial, no le9al 

process. Instead there is the knock on the door at niQht; the cold 

fear of the victim; an~ the weeks and months in hospital. Or the 

final and enforced ~eparture from home and family tie1, into exile 

away from Northern Ireland. Or the hood, the bullet in the back of 

the head and the sad funeral. Yet the people who have been 

responsible for all this profess a belief tn freedom and a better 

life for everyone. What 11 their definition of freedom? Who 

-3· 
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appoints these judqes, juries and executioners? They are 

representative of neither the men nor the women of any part of 

Northern Ireland. 

9. The IRA is a parasitic organisation. It could never hope to 

survive through voluntary donations and subscriptions. So what has 

it done? Put simply, it has lived off the backs of the people, as 

have members of paramilitary organisations on both sides of the 

community. Its members have stolen and extorted money to sustain 

themselves and their activities. People in small businesses ha~e 

been forced to pay protection money in order to save themselves from 

the threat of injury or their premises from destruction. Local 

enterprises have become subject to the mafia-like empire of the 

Provisional boss in the area. In this way the IRA's aim has been to 

stifle initiative and perpetuate the cycle of deprivation which all 

of us would wish to break. The process 9oes still further. Firms 

and enterprises in competition with those supported by the IRA face 

threats an~ intimidation. That is the reality of the Provisionals' 

concept of a free society with opportunity for all. It can have no 

relevance to their professed aim of a •peaceful, stable Ireland•, 

Activities such as these can form no part of any scenario for 

peace. Instead they are the recipe for conflict and corruption. 

10. The bitter truth is that the IRA is bent on takino money out 

of the local economy, rather than puttino it in. And the wrong is 

compounded by the fact that that money has gone towards the means 

and methods of killin9 and intimidating people, Thus the viciou1 

circle has continued. 

_,_ 
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11. The rest of ua _ lik e responsible people anywhere - attach the 
highest importance to creating jobs in N th or ern Ireland, both 
through inward investment and by encouraging local enterprise. But 

the IRA actually seeks to demtroy jobs. For twenty years it ha1 

bombed factories, shopg and public transport. And it has 

intimidated and killed employers and employees often just because 

the companies concerned were engaged in activities to which the 

Provisionals were opposed. Or take Belfast. In recent years 

massive investment has been undertaken by both the public and 

private sectors aimed at regenerating the city centre and providin; 

jobs for the unemployed from both sides of the community. The 

response from the Provisionals has been to plant fire bombs in 

Sh(,"s. It ii, t:he people of Bolf:i&t ,who ;iv• them a clear answer by 

straightforwardly continuing to shop in the city centre. I firmly 

believe that the people of Northern Ireland simply want to be left 

alone to go to work, to do their shoppino, to enjoy their 

entertainment, and to bring up their children in a peaceful 

environment. 

12. so much for the Provisional IRA's methods, methods which have 

increasingly seamed to be ends in themselves. Who do the 

Provisional IRA represent? If they were confident that they had the 

full support, freely given, of a majority of the ordinary men and 

women of the nationalist community they would not have needed to 

operate by means of the extortion and fear I have described. No 

genuinely popular representatives would have been 10 destructive of 

the aspirations of ordinary people. Above all, they would not have 

needed to continue to kill people in order to enable their voices to 

be heard. The Provisionals seem afraid to let their arguments stand 

-5-
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on their own merits ~hey j 
c • are ust not confident enough to join the 

\constitutional political parties North and South who attract 9S\ of 

~ the votes and work through argument and consent. This speaks for 
·tself Thi 
1 • er use of violence has demonstrated that the 

Provisionals have nothing positive to offer. They have sought power 

only through the bullet; not through popular support for their 

methods • 

. 13. What do the Provisionals stand fot? They want to put the 

f political clock back to 1918 by wishing away much of what haa 

\happened since. They i~ realities, such· as the fact that the 

overwhelming majority of nationalists on the island of Ireland vote 

for parties which acknowled;e the Border as a fact of life, and 

would certainly condemn those who are prepared to kill to remove 

it. They do not represent the majority of Irish nationalist 

opinion; they are an unrepresentative minority rooted in the past. 

As a distinguished Irishman, Peter Sutherland, said at the weekend: 

•those who are carrying out vicious and sordid acts of murder and 

pointless violence in Northern Ireland must never be allowed to 

invoke the name and authority of those who took part in the War of 

Independence". 
~ 

The IRA ignore that history has moved on and is 

finding new ways of resolvino former differences. The ri;idity and ---backwardness of Provisional thought stands exposed in complete 

contrast with the openness, fluidity and change evident in Eastern 

Europe. Their ideas are bankrupt. 

14. I said at the be~inning that there is a new atmosphere of hope 

in Northern Ireland, a hope exemplified by ezciting new developments 

and opportunities in both town and country, I profoundly believe 
_,_ 
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that people want to come togetner, 1 n order to develop their 
prosperity and in so doing to bury 

past animosities and look 
together to a brighter future. 

The Government is encouraging this. 

we are committed to addressing community relations issues at all 

levels. We are working hard to create the conditions for 

self-sustaining growth in the local corrununity, to tackle the worst 

areas of social and environmental deprivation and to promote 

constructive political development. In all these areas we are 

seeking to involve local people to the mazimum extant and to build 

constructively on what is already there. I believe we ara makinQ 

progress. That is the positive path, the path of constitutional 

politics, and of peace and prosperity. 

15. By contrast, the negative path is the one represente~ by the 

Provisionals. The impact of the IRA - and other, similar, bodies -

in every single area of activity has been destructive. To the 

·Catholic community, to the Protestant conununity, to relationships 

between the two communities, to the elderly who live in fear, to 

jobs, to young people, and to political development. The 

Provisionals continue to pursue an agenda which has been rejected 

through the ballot box by the vast majority of people in this 

island. Their methods are abhorred in civilised societies 

throughout the world. The days when such methods might have 

prevailed are long past. They will never be allowed to return. 

16. Even by their own lights the Provisional IRA are without 

achievement. Their primary declared aim is to •get the British out 

of Ireland•. I shall let pass the fact that that 1eorn• the wlshea 

of a million people and seeks to drive apart the two 1ldea of the 
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community in Northern Ireland, The British Government's writ run1 

i n Northern Ireland and will continue to clo so for so lono as • 

majority wish it. And, however lono it takes, the Government will 

go on taking whatever measures are necessary, within tha law, to 

ensure that the IRA can never win. 

-•-
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25 September 1990 

TO: H.Q. 

f1 

SECURE FAX RO. 331 

FROM: 
FOR: Asst. Sec. Gallagher FROM: 

~ 001 PC 

1,,7 - i -f 't'? 

331 /~ 

Belfast 
Joint Secretary 

security cooperatio.n 

1. Mr. Alston has said to me that there is some concern on his 
side that a degree of "niggle· has entered security 
co-operation. He was referring specifically to Mrs. Thatcher's 
remarks or 19 September on the attempted murder of Sir Peter 
Terry* although he also had in mind the differences of view 
over the British 11 shopping list" and the question of a security 
presentation to the full Conference. He hoped that Ambassador 
Fenn had been able to reassure Mr. Nally when he was called to 

_ see him last Thursday on the instructions of the Taoiseach. I 
said we had seen an account of the Amba-ssador' s remarks and I 
doubted if we could have found them wholly reassuring. On our 
side, I noted that the Government had ~eclined to be dtawn into 
public controversy on Mrs. Thatcher's comments. 

2. Mr. Alston went on to refer to the blowing up of 
cross-border road 176 near Kinawley which I understand has 
occurred and which we asked last Friday to have deferred. I 
took the opportunity to point out to Mr. Alston that in 
discussion with us on this matter the British side (Mr. Dodds) 
had said that the security authorities felt themselves to be 
under considerable pressure in view of the comments made by the 
Prime Minister and in view of the murder of Constable 
Robinson. Mr. Dodds had ijone on to 

• Mrs. Thatcher referred to ateppin; up security and defences 
against this -guerilla warfare" and added that "the question 
is also whether we can assure ourselves that the Republic is 
doing all it can to track down terrorists, their sources of 

weaponry ancJ all their stores of weapons". 
I 
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say that the impetus provided by Mrs. Thatcher• 
have inspired s remarks may 

a new approach to $8Cur1ty leading to an 
initiative such as thi th· . s road re-closure. (Note: a security l/ 3 ~n:-~n is bieing organised on the British side for Wednesday, 

u . ~ 0 er wh eh also appear! to be responding to the Prime 
Minister and to the Robinson murder.) I said that a meeting 
between Minister Burke and Mr. Cope was ezpected fairly shortly 
and we trusted there would be no precipitate action on the part 
of the Northern authorities in the interim. In regard to 
possible initiatives on cross-border roads, I recalled that the 
issue of cross-border roads had been on the Conference agenda 
since November 1989 when the Minister for Justice had urged 
that no new initiatives, especially none involving the use of 
explosives, should he undertaken until a report had been made 
·to ~he Conferen~e. I noted ~ho~ e report i3 3till under 

consideration by the police chiefs. 

3. Mr. Alston argued that the decision on crossing 176 had 
been taken by Mr. Brooke only after the most careful weighing 
of the issues. I accepted that the material supplied to us 
showed that considerable care had been paid to the matter but 
the considerations were all internal to the British side. The 
reclosure of a border crossing was a matter in which !I had an 
obvious interest; we had been given no real opportunity to 
consider the issue and to make points which might not have 

weighed sufficiently on the Northern side or perhaps not 
weighed at all. It was for this reason that we had asked for 

the reclosure to be deferred for a period. 

4. Mr. Alston also mentioned the matter of incur1ion1. I said 
that there had always been a feeling on the part of the 
Northern authorities that we should not be too pernickety about 
incursions. There were three good reasons why every incursion 

was raised formally with the British aide: 

first, there was the question of an intrusion into our 
jurisdiction without our consent; security actions on our 

side of the ~order were for our security forces 
ezclu1ivelYJ persona carrying weapons without 

001 PO 
I 
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authorisation 
were chargeable under the law and i 

case some years ago Briti h none 
s soldiers had b furthermore if 1 een charged; 

th 
. ' wed d not protest all incursions we ran 

e risk that the North . ' ern security forces would take it 
that we were willing to tolerate at least some incursions; 

second, there was the effect incursions could have on 
political relations between the two Governments and on 
local attitudes to the security forces on our side of the 
border; and 

third, there was the sttong concern on our side about the 
possibility of attack on Northern security forces 
incursing into our jurisdiction. 

S. I said that for all of these reasons we would continue to 
raise every incursion formally although our protests would be 
graduated in accordance with the seriousness of the incident. 
I expressed some surprise that the British side should resent 
this, granted that they had repeatedly assured us that their 
own operating instructions to the British Army prohibited 
incursions and, indeed, that disciplinary action had been ~aken 

in a number of cases. 

6. Mr. Ryan and I went over the issues involved in road 
reclosures and incursions again with the British side in a 

formal meeting today. 
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To: 

For: 

Date: 
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R. Murphy 

From: 
From: 

Belfast 
s. Hughes 

17/09/90 4,{ ~ r/~ 
lr. 7 1o 

Rue constable Louis RohinsQn 
,ft \4 
t / 

1. We were informed by the British side yesterday afternoon 
that Minister Cope had asked that the following message of 
appreciation be passed to Minister Burke via the 
Secretariat. 

"The RUC have told me of the cooperation ezten~ed by the 
Garda since yesterday evening. I understand that 
Superintendent Nolan has been unstinting in the support for 
his RUC colleagues in the search for the missing man. 

As you know, we appreciate the difficulties, but it is 
heartening to see how, at a time such as this, the two 
police forces can work togetherN. 

2. The message was conveyed by phone to Mr. Byrne, Department 
of Justice. Grateful if you ~ould forward a copy of this 

tax to him in confirmation. 
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Toi HO Ftomi Belfast 

For: A/Secretary Gallagher Fromt voint Secretary 

Date: 17 September 1990 

Bob in son Kil ling 

Minister Cope passed a message late this afternoon to say that he was vnder 
sav~re pressurs in regard to the security area North of Killeen. He asked u& 
eo underline to the Minister of Jugtice the importance he attached to the 
s~rveillance question. He acknowledged of cour~e that the technl~al is5uea 
~~e being examined by the t~o police forces. 

We have passe~ on information provided on the arrest o! two men by the Garda 
Sioch~na yesterday to the other side, 
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Da e: -11}__~-t-/ q~c,_. ---- Ti mE- • 

To• 

For: 

From: 

... ·o~al n umber of pages, 1 ncl udi no cover shee t : ,,;J. .. 

Br ief d es c r 1p~ i on of material: 

Ar.y 1.n t.r u ct:...ons : 

Thi s material is bei ng sent from FAX phone No 

are any problems on receipt please phon• ~ 



Draft Statement on shooting of Constable Robinson 

On behalf of the Government, I condemn in the strongest terms the 

murder of Constable Robinson and extend deepest sympathy to his 

widow and family. The manner in which this killing was carried 

out was particularly cruel and cold-blooded and once again showed 

the IRA' s utter disregard for basic human values. 

•7 353 1 71211 
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Nullonnl Archives Act, 1986, Rcgulution , 1988 

Al 'IR/\ TI N FI ART ') OF A RI ;, 'ORD P RS ANT TO REGULATION 8 

F rm to be completed and inserted in the original record 
in place of each part abstracted 

(i) Refer nee number of the eparate cover under which the abstracted part has been 
fi I d: 230/08/05/003 J 0 

(ii) How many documents have been abstracted: :::r,-

(iii) The date of each such document: 

(iv) 

(v) Number of pages: I Y, 

(Where appropriate, a composite description may be entered in respect of two or more 
related documents] 

(v) Reason(s) why the part has been abstracted for retention: 

(b'} (_C.) 

Section 8 (4) (a) (b) & (c) of the National Archives Act, 1986 

[These will be the reasons given on the certificate under section 8(4)) 

Name: I~ 
Grade: 

Department/Office/Court: Taoiseach's Department 

Date: JJ..:::J (11 (/ 1 . 
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