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DAIL EIREANN 

F6ora Tairisceana Notice of 

"That whereas freedom of movement is a basic civil right, and 
whereas the IRA's disruption by bombs and threats of bombings is 
a denial of this right, Dail Eir:eann condemns the IRA for: 

(a) disrupting this service which has linked the people of 
Dublin and Belfast for over a century 

(b) putting the lives of passengers and rail staff at risk 

(c) threatening the jobs of railway workers; 

and Dail Eireann calls on the Government to take whatever steps 
are necessary to keep the lines open." -Eamon Gilmore , Austin 
Currie , Mairin Quill , Proinsias De Rossa , Roger Garl and, Bernard 
Allen, Paddy Harte, Tomas Mac Gi ol l a and Mary Fl aherty. 

[25 Eanair, 1990.J 



\ February, 1990. 

Mr. M. F. Cremin, 
Thorncroft Manor, 
Darking Road, 
Letherhead, 
Surrey. 

Dear Mrs. Wyrill, 

I 

The Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D., has asked me to refer to your 
recent letter to him about terrorism in Northern Ireland. 

The Taoiseach and the Irish Government have consistently condemned outright 
all acts of violence perpetrated in Northern Ireland. The Government, who 

qi"~i1A•1ll-y reflect the feelings of the vast majority of the people ef the ~ 
.i.£:lraffd on this issue, have continually stressed their abhorrence at murders 
carried out by the I.R.A •• 

The commitment of the Government and the Irish people to combatting 
terrorism is consistent, comprehensive and effective. This State will spend 
approximately £170 million this year on security connected with the Northern 
Ireland situation. That continues to represent almost four times per capita 
the level of expenditure by the tax payer in Britain in respect of Northern 
Ireland. That expense has been incurred at a time of financial stringency 
when the Government have had to implement cutbacks in certain areas of the 
economy. As the Taoiseach said in the Dail (Parliament) 11 our commitment in 
this area is freely given in the common interest of society, North and 
South, to ensure that the forces of terrorism - whether of domestic or 
international origin - do not prevail 11

• 
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The Intergovernmental Conference established by the Anglo-Irish Agreement, a 
copy of which I am enclosing, has reaffirmed the total rejection by the 
Irish and British Governments of any attempt to promote political objectives 
by violence or the threat of violence and the determination of both 
Governments to work together to ensure that those who adopt or support such 
methods do not succeed. Article 9 of the Agreement provided for the 
establishment of a programme of work to be undertaken by the Garda 
Commissioner and the Chief Constable of the R.U.C. with a view to enhancing 
cross-border co-operation on security matters in such areas as threat 
assessments, exchange of information, technical co-operation, training and 
operational resources. That programme of work is being implemented. 

The Garda Siochana continue to make regular seizures and finds of arms, 
ammunition, explosives and bomb-making materials. Since the beginning of 
1989, the Gardai have seized over 90 firearms, about 17,000 rounds of 
ammunition, approximately 1,700 lbs of explosive mixture and large numbers 
of home-made pipe bombs, mortars and grenades, detonators and various 
explosives and incendiary devices. The good work of the Gardai in this area 
has undoubtedly been successful in preventing further loss of life or 
serious injury and destruction of property in Northern Ireland. 

The Taoiseach totally rejects the assertion that this country is 11 a safe 
haven 11 for terrorists. There is no question of persons who commit serious 
crimes in the North and Britain escaping the consequences of their actions 
by seeking refuge in this State or vice versa. The means are available 
whereby such persons can, and are, made amenable to the process of justice 
provided sufficient evidence exists to connect them with the offences 
alleged against them. The special extradition arrangements we operate with 
Britain and the North provide the means by which a person can be returned to 
the jurisdiction in which the offence has been committed. Those 
arrangements have been in place since 1965 and were strengthened by the 
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enactment of the Extradition (European Convention on the Suppression of 
Terrorism) Act 1987 which, inter alia, limits the scope of the political 
offence exception to extradition by excluding certain specified violent 
terrorist type offences from the exception. These arrangements have served 
both countries well in the period since 1965 and continue to operate 
effectively. It is worth noting that the vast majority of extradition 
applications which have failed in our Courts have done so because of flaws 
in warrants and procedures which did not originate in this jurisdiction. 
This has led to the setting up of a new process of informal vetting at 
official level of all cases which arise between our two countries. 

Extradition is not of course the only, nor necessarily the best, means for 
tackling the problem of the fugitive offender. Our law also provides 
another method by which persons who are alleged to have committed serious 
crimes in the North and who are found in this jurisdiction can be brought to 
trial here. That is the provision for extra-territorial trial contained in 
the Criminal Law (Jurisdiction) Act 1976. The record of prosecutions under 
this legislation is impressive. Of 15 persons tried in this State under the 
1976 Act, 12 were convicted. These include convictions recorded in 2 cases 
last year for possession of explosives and for escape from lawful custody. 
Since 1939, the IRA has been a proscribed organisation in this jurisdiction 
and membership is a criminal offence, liable to a term of imprisonment of 7 
years on conviction. Furthermore, the broadcasting services in this country 
are prohibited, under Section 31 of our Broadcast Authority Act, 1960, from 
broadcasting interviews, statements or reports by a number of subversive 
organisations including the I.R.A. and their political wing, Sinn Fein. ,nnh'-/J 

(?f~v-{1- , 

The responsibility for matters relating to the use of the Mansion H~u ~ 
outside bodies lies with Dublin Corporation under legislation whi ch ocal 

~ 

authorities with full powers to manage, let, rent or lease properties under 
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their control. Decisions on the use to which these properties are put are 
arrived at on a purely commercial basis and the Government have no statutory 
power to intervene or to countermand decisions reached by a local authority 
acting within its sphere of responsibility in this area. The question of 
letting the Mansion House to Sinn Fein for its Annual Conference, therefore, 
is purely a matter for Dublin Corporation to decide. 

The Taoiseach has asked me to say that he appreciates the sentiments which 
prompted you to write to him and he hopes that the information contained in 
this letter amply illustrates the Government's commitment to combating 
terrorist activity. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 



r--):l-_ December, 1989. 

Mr. M. F. Cremin, 
Thorncroft Manor, 
Dorking Road, 
Letherhead, 
Surrey. 

Dear Mr. Cremin, 

Thank you for your letter of the 19th November which I will 
bring to the attention of the Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. 
Haughey, T.D. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

BRIAN Mc~ 

IS ANY FURTHER ACTION NECESSARY IN THIS CASE? 

DC2824/WP3 
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\ February, 1990. 

Freida Saunden, 
Thistlegate House, 
Axminster Road, 
Charmouth, 
Dorset DT6 6BY. 

Dear Freida Saunden, 

Oifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

The Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D., ~as asked me to refer to your 
I 

recent letter to him about terrorism in Northern Ireland. 

The Taoiseach and the Irish Government have ,consistently condemned outright 
all acts of violence perpetrated in Northern Ireland. The Government, who 
incidentally reflect the feelings of the vast majority of the people of the 
island on this issue, have continually stressed their abhorrence at murders 
carried out by the I.R.A .. 

1 

The commitment of the Government and the~rish people to combatting 
terrorism is consistent, comprehensive a~d effective. This State will spend 
approximately £170 million this year on ~ecurity connected with the Northern 
Ireland situation. That continues to represent almost four times per capita 
the level of expenditure by the tax payer in Britain in respect of Northern 
Ireland. That expense has been incurred at a time of financial stringency 
when the Government have had to implement cutbacks in certain areas of the 
economy. As the Taoiseach said in the Dail (Parliament) 11 our commitment in 
this area is freely given in the common interest of society, North and 
South, to ensure that the forces of terrorism - whether of domestic or 
international origin - do not prevail 11

• 

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of th e Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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Office of the Taoiseach 
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The Intergovernmental Conference established by the Anglo-Irish Agreement, a 
copy of which I am enclosing, has reaffirmed the total rejection by the 
Irish and British Governments of any attempt to promote political objectives 
by violence or the threat of violence and the determination of both 
Governments to work together to ensure that those who adopt or support such 
methods do not succeed. Article 9 of the Agreement provided for the 
establishment of a programme of work to be undertaken by the Garda 
Commissioner and the Chief Constable of the R.U.C. with a view to enhancing 
cross-border co-operation on security matters in such areas as threat 
assessments, exchange of information, technical co-operation, training and 
operational resources. That programme of work is being implemented. 

The Garda Siochana continue to make regular seizures and finds of arms, 
ammunition, explosives and bomb-making materials. Since the beginning of 
1989, the Gardai have seized over 90 firearms, about 17,000 rounds of 
ammunition, approximately 1,700 lbs of explosive mixture and large numbers 
of home-made pipe bombs, mortars and grenades, detonators and various 
explosives and incendiary devices. The good work of the Gardai in this area 
has undoubtedly been successful in preventing further loss of life or 
serious injury and destruction of property in Northern Ireland. 

The Taoiseach totally rejects the assertion that this country is "a safe 
haven 11 for terrorists. There is no question of persons who commit serious 
crimes in the North and Britain escaping the consequences of their actions 
by seeking refuge in this State or vice versa. The means are available 
whereby such persons can, and are, made amenable to the process of justice 
provided sufficient evidence exists to connect them with the offences 
alleged against them. The special extradition arrangements we operate with 
Britain and the North provide the means by which a person can be returned to 
the jurisdiction in which the offence has been committed. Those 
arrangements have been in place since 1965 and were strengthened by the 

Oifig an Taoisi gh, Tithe an Rialtai s, Baile Ath a Cliath_ 2. 
O ffice of th e Tao iseach, Government Buildrngs, Dublin 2. 
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enactment of the Extradition (European Convention on the Suppression of 
Terrorism) Act 1987 which, inter alia, limits the scope of the political 
offence exception to extradition by excluding certain specified violent 
terrorist type offences from the exception. These arrangements have served 
both countries well in the period since 1965 and continue to operate 
effectively. It is worth noting that the vast majority of extradition 
applications which have failed in our Courts have done so because of flaws 
in warrants and procedures which did not originate in this jurisdiction. 
This has led to the setting up of a new process of informal vetting at 
official level of all cases which arise between our two countries. 

Extradition is not of course the only, nor necessarily the best, means for 
tackling the problem of the fugitive offender. Our law also provides 
another method by which persons who are alleged to have committed serious 
crimes in the North and who are found in this jurisdiction can be brought to 
trial here. That is the provision for extra-territorial trial contained in 
the Criminal Law (Jurisdiction) Act 1976. The record of prosecutions under 
this legislation is impressive. Of 15 persons tried in this State under the 
1976 Act, 12 were convicted. These include convictions recorded in 2 cases 
last year for possession of explosives and for escape from lawful custody. 
Since 1939, the IRA has been a proscribed organisation in this jurisdiction 
and membership is a criminal offence, liable to a term of imprisonment of 7 
years on conviction. Furthermore, the broadcasting services in this country 
are prohibited, under Section 31 of our Broadcast Authority Act, 1960, from 
broadcasting interviews, statements or reports by a number of subversive 
organisations including the I.R.A. and their political wing, Sinn Fein. 

Oifig an Tao isigh , Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath_ 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach , Government Buildings, Dublin 2 . 
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The Taoiseach has asked me to say that he appreciates the sentiments which 
prompted you to write to him and he hopes that the information contained in 
this letter amply illustrates the Government 1 s commitment to combatting 
terrorist activity. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2 . 



3 0 November, 19 89. 

Freida Saunden, 
Thistlegate House, 
Axminster Road, 
Charmouth, 
Dorset DT6 6BY. 

Dear Freida Saunden, 

Thank you for your letter of November 21st which I will 
bring to the attention of the Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. 
Haughey, T.D. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

DC2833/WP1 
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\ 
February, 1990. 

Mr. M. Downes, 
15 North Crescent, 
Prittlewell. 

Dear Mr. Downes, 

Oifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

~'~ 
I 

I 
The Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D., has asked me to refer to your 
recent letter to him about terrorism in Northern Ireland. 

The Taoiseach and the Irish Government have consistently condemned outright 
all acts of violence perpetrated in Northern Ireland. The Government, who 
incidentally reflect the feelings of the vast majority of the people of the 
island on this issue, have continually stressed their abhorrence at murders 
carried out by the I.R.A .. 

The commitment of the Government and the Irish people to combatting 
terrorism is consistent, comprehensive and effective. This State will spend 
approximately £170 million this year on security connected with the Northern 
Ireland situation. That continues to represent almost four times per capita 
the level of expenditure by the tax payer in Britain in respect of Northern 
Ireland. That expense has been incurred at a time of financial stringency 
when the Government have had to implement cutbacks in certain areas of the 
economy. As the Taoiseach said in the Dail (Parliament) 11 our commitment in 
this area is freely given in the common interest of society, North and 
South, to ensure that the forces of terrorism - whether of domestic or 
international origin - do not prevail". 

You will find both the Irish and British Governments' position on the status 
of Northern Ireland outlined under Article I of the enclosed copy of the 
Anglo-Irish Agreement of 1985. The Intergovernmental Conference established 

Oifig an Tao isigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Taoi seach , Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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by the Agreement has reaffirmed the total rejection by the Irish and British 
Governments of any attempt to promote political objectives by violence or 
the threat of violence and the determination of both Governments to work 
together to ensure that those who adopt or support such methods do not 
succeed. Article 9 of the Agreement provided for the establishment of a 
programme of work to be undertaken by the Garda Commissioner and the Chief 
Constable of the R.U.C. with a view to enhancing cross-border co-operation 
on security matters in such areas as threat assessments, exchange of 
information, technical co-operation, training and operational resources. 
That programme of work is being implemented. 

The Garda Siochana continue to make regular seizures and finds of arms, 
ammunition, explosives and bomb-making materials. Since the beginning of 
1989, the Gardai have seized over 90 firearms, about 17,000 rounds of 
ammunition, approximately 1,700 lbs of explosive mixture and large numbers 
of home-made pipe bombs, mortars and grenades, detonators and various 
explosives and incendiary dev~ces. The good work of the Gardai in this area 
has undoubtedly been successful in preventing further loss of life or 
serious injury and destruction of property ill Northern Ireland. 

The Taoiseach totally rejects the assertion that this country is 11 a safe 
haven 11 for terrorists as well as your views on Catholic clergymen and 
women. There is no question of persons who commit serious crimes in the 
North and Britain escaping the consequences of their actions by seeking 
refuge in this State or vice versa. The means are available whereby such 
persons can, and are, made amenable to the process of justice provided 
sufficient evidence exists to connect them with the offences alleged against 
them. The special extradition arrangements we operate with Britain and the 
North provide the means by which a person can be returned to the 

O ifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office o f the Tao iseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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jurisdiction in which the offence has been committed. Those arrangements 
have been in place since 1965 and were strengthened by the enactment of the 
Extradition (European Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism) Act 1987 
which, inter alia, limits the scope of the political offence exception to 
extradition by excluding certain specified violent terrorist type offences 
from the exception. These arrangements have served both countries well in 
the period since 1965 and continue to operate effectively. It is worth 
noting that the vast majority of extradition applications which have failed 
in our Courts have done so because of flaws in warrants and procedures which 
did not originate in this jurisdiction. This has led to the setting up of a 
new process of informal vetting at official level of all cases which arise 
between our two countries. 

Extradition is not of course the only, nor necessarily the best, means for 
tackling the problem of the fugitive offender. Our law also provides 
another method by which persons who are alleged to have committed serious 
crimes in the North and who are found in this jurisdiction can be brought to 
trial here. That is the provision for extra-territorial trial contained in 
the Criminal Law (Jurisdiction) Act 1976. The record of prosecutions under 
this legislation is impressive. Of 15 persons tried in this State under the 
1976 Act, 12 were convicted. These include convictions recorded in 2 cases 
last year for possession of explosives and for escape from lawful custody. 
Since 1939, the IRA has been a proscribed organisation in this jurisdiction 
and membership is a criminal offence, liable to a term of imprisonment of 7 
years on conviction. Furthermore, the broadcasting services in this country 
are prohibited, under Section 31 of our Broadcast Authority Act, 1960, from 
broadcasting interviews, statements or reports by a number of subversive 
organisations including the I.R.A. and their political wing, Sinn FAin. 

You will be interested to know that the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, 
the European Community and the United Nations are distinctly separate 

O ifig an Tao isigh , Tith e an Ri altai s, Baile Ath a Cli ath 2. 
Office of the Tao iseach, Government Bu ild ings, Dub lin 2. 
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organisations with completely different aims and objectives. Ireland's 
neutrality precludes her from joining NATO but is completely compatible with 
her membership of the EC and UN. 

The Taoiseach has asked me to say that he appreciates the sentiments which 
prompted you to write to him and he hopes that the information contained in 
this letter amply illustrates the Government's commitment to combatting 
terrorist activity. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

Oifig an Tao isigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 



'1,1-November I989 

Mr Brian Collinge 

Taoiseach' s Department 

Government Buildings 

Dublin 2 

Dear Brian, 

O IFIG AN AIRE GNOTHAI EACHTRACHA 
OFF;ICE OF THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Please refer to your letter of 8 November I989 enclosing a copy 

of a letter from a Mr M. Downes, 15 North Cresent, Prittlewell in 

Essex in which you ask for a suitable draft reply for 

consideration by the Taoiseach. 

Mr Downes' letter contains some very objectionable assertions and 

ends in a particularly offensive and threatening manner. We do 

not believe in these circumstances that a reply should issue 

from the Taoiseach himself. 

If you wished you could, however, send him a copy of the 

Taoiseach's statement in the Debate on Anglo Irish relations 

which addresses many of the points of concern which he raises and 

which he may find helpful. 

\ 

.e Secretary 

' 



2~ November, 1989. 

Mr John Kirwan, 
Private Secretary, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Dear John, 

Brian Collinge wrote to you on the 8 November, 1989, seeking a draft reply 
to a letter received by the Taoiseach from Mr M Downes, Southend-on-Sea, 
Essex. A copy of the letter is enclosed. 

A reply still seems to be outstanding and I wonder if you could look into 
the matter, please. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dympna Tuite. 



~ November, 1989. 

Mr. John Kirwan, 
Private Secretary, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Dear John, 

Enclosed herewith is a copy of a letter recently sent to the Taoiseach by 
M. Downes along with a copy of the acknowledgement which issued from the 
Taoiseach 1 s office. 

I would be grateful if you could let us have a suitable draft reply for 
consideration by the Taoiseach in this case, please. 

Yours sincerely, 

Brian Collinge 



3 / October, 1989. 

Mr. M. Downes, 
15 North Crescent, 
Prittlewell. 

Dear Mr. Downes, 

Thank you for your letter of 28th September, which I will 
bring to the attention of the Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. 
Haughey, T.D. 

Yours sincerely,~ 

!Mr. Brian G?Carthy, for attention, please. 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

!DC2740/WP2 





ROINN AN TAOISIGH 

To: 

From: 

Brian ~ y 

David Costello 

Uimhir .. .. . ... . . ... ... . .... . . ... .. . .. . .. .. . 

Please see the attached letter from M. Downes in which 
he raises a number of queries in relation to Northern 
Ireland and Ireland's policy in regard to military 
alliances. 

With your agreement I intend to refer this 
correspondence to the office of the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs for attention and direct reply. 

\ 1' October, 1989. 
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October, 1989. 

Mr. M. Downes, 
15 North Crescent, 
Prittlewell, 
Southend-on-Sea, 
Essex. 

Dear Mr. Downes, 

Oifig an T aoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

' 

The Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J . Haug~ e y , T.D. has asked me to 
thank you for your letter of September 28th in which you 

. b f . / raise a num er o queries. / 

The Taoiseach is bringing you~ letter to the attention of 
his colleague, the Minister f 0 r Foreign Affairs, Mr. Gerard 
Collins, T.D., and he is askt ng the Minister to consider the 
points which you make and t o reply directly to you as soon 
as possible. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the TaoisEOtfiWa,n Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 

Office of the Taoiseach , Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 



October, 1989. 

Mr. M. Downes, 
15 North Crescent, 
Prittlewell, 
Southend-on-Sea, 
Essex. 

Dear Mr. Downes, 

/ 
' I 

The Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey~ T.D. has asked me to 
thank you for your letter of Septembet 28th in which you 
raise a number of queries. · 

The Taoiseach is bringing your lett$r to the attention of 
his colleague, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Gerard 
Collins, T.D., and he is asking th~ Minister to consider the 
points which you make and to repli directly to you as soon 
as possible. -

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

DC2706/WP1 
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15 North Crescent, 
Prittlewell, 
Southend-on-Sea, · 
Essex. 

28th September, 1989 

The Taoiseach, 
Department of the Taoiseach, 
Government Building, 
Upper Merrion St;reet, 
DUBLIN 2, 
Eire. 

Dear Mr. Haughey, 

I am the co-ordinator of a group of mature, responsible people who meet to 
discuss current affairs here in Southend-on-Sea, and on Wednesday last the sub
ject of discussion was Northern Ireland. Many questions were raised and many 
comments were made, some of which, it was thought, should be raised with you. 

1. We would like to know the policy of the Irish government with 
respect to the province of Northern Ireland since the policy 
of the Irish government is unknown to us, here, on this side 
of the Irish Sea. 

2. We find it impossible to accept your protestation of horror 
when British military bandsmen are murdered after reviewing 
your past and present toleration of IRA murderers who have 
sought refuge, succour and support, with success, in the 
Republic of Ireland. 

3. We find the attitude of your government incomprehensible with 
respect to the continual murders of British soldiers by members 
of the IRA . These murderers are supported as a matter of course 
by the government and the people of the Irish Republic, which can 
be seen particularly in the obstruction to the extradition of 
accused terrorists, at all levels . 

4. We find the attitude of Catholic clergymen and women, who are 
nationals of your country, bewildering to say the least, hypo
critical and unsavoury to say the worst. It would seem to many 
British people that the Catholic clergy have generated hatred 
in the Irish people towards British people, and that, consequently, 
they must be held accountable for much of the present murder, 
banditry, extortion and crime which occurs in Northern Ireland, 
We would hope that these views are made known to the Cardinal 
Primate of Ireland, who is a national of the Republic of Eire. 
Only one parish priest in the parish of Strabane, near the border, 
has had the courage to speak of the IRA so-called "Actions" as 
murder, but, he is, probably, a British subject, and one wonders 
how he is regarded by the Irish Republican Cardinal. 

/ Cont . 
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Mr. C. Haughey (cont.) 28th September 1 1989 

5 . We find it incomprehensible that the Republic of Ireland refuses 
to enter NATO while accepting the benefits of the EEC, and yet 
at the same time sends token forces to other parts of the world. 
This seems to us to be an extension of the hypocrisy of the Irish 
government which accepted the benefits of the convoy system in 
the 1939-45 war while resolutely refusing to allow facilities 
for the defence of the convoys. 

I, the writer, representing some of the views of the group, find it extremely 
difficult to express these views in a civilised manner to the leader of a nation 
whose nationals spit upon, deride, humiliate and murder our soldiers and their 
unarmed and innocent relatives. It would seem that for the present our govern
ment has not the will to avenge the murder of our people. Do not imagine that 
this lack of will extends to the British people as a whole, nor should you 
imagine that your nationals have a perpetual carte blanche to continue to murder 
our soldiers without incurring, eventually, retaliation and retribution. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. DOWNES 

Copy to: The Rt.Hon . M. Thatcher, P.C. , M. P., 
10 Downing Street, 
London, S , W.1 . 



October, 1989. 

Mr. M. Downes, 
15 North Crescent, 
Prittlewell, 
Southend-on-Sea, 
Essex. 

Dear Mr. Downes, 

The Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D. has asked me to 
thank you for your letter of September 28th in which you 
raise a number of queries. 

The Taoiseach is bringing your letter to the attention of 
his colleague, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Gerard 
Collins, T.D., and he is asking the Minister to consider the 
points which you make and to reply directly to you as soon 
as possible. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

DC2706/WP1 

PS, MIN/FA. FOR ATTENTION AND DIRECT REPLY PLEASE. 

----



\ February, 1990. 

Liane Cartledge, 
8 Farm Close, 
Kilburn, 
Derby, DES OJX. 

Dear Liane Cartledge, 

Oifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

l 

The Taoiseach (Prime Minister), Mr. Charles J. ~aughey, T.D., has asked me 
to refer to your recent letter to him about tertorism in Northern Ireland. 

The commitment of the Government and the Irish /people to combatting 
terrorism is consistent, comprehensive and ef~ective. This State will spend 
approximately £170 million this year on security connected with the Northern 
Ireland situation. That continues to represent almost four times per capita 

/ 

the level of expenditure by the tax payer in ~ritain in respect of Northern 
Ireland. That expense has been incurred at~ time of financial stringency 

I 
when the Government have had to implement cufibacks in certain areas of the 
economy. As the Taoiseach said in the Dail ~Parliament) 11 our commitment in 
this area is freely given in the common interest of society, North and 
South, to ensure that the forces of terroris~ - whether of domestic or 
international origin - do not prevail 11

• 

The Intergovernmental Conference established by the Anglo-Irish Agreement, a 
copy of which I am enclosing, has reaffirmed the total rejection by the 
Irish and British Governments of any attempt to promote political objectives 
by violence or the threat of violence and the determination of both 
Governments to work together to ensure that those who adopt or support such 
methods do not succeed. Article 9 of the Agreement provided for the 
establishment of a programme of work to be undertaken by the Garda 
Commissioner and the Chief Constable of the R.U.C. with a view to enhancing 
cross-border co-operation on security matters in such areas as threat 

O ifig an Tao isigh, Tith e an Rialta is, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Tao iseach, Govern ment Bu i ldings, Du b lin 2. 



Oifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 
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assessments, exchange of information, technical co-operation, training and 
operational resources. That programme of work is being implemented. 

The Garda Siochana (Irish Police) continue to make regular seizures and 
finds of arms, ammunition, explosives and bomb-making materials. Since the 
beginning of 1989, the Gardai have seized over 90 firearms, about 17,000 
rounds of ammunition, approximately 1,700 lbs of explosive mixture and large 
numbers of home-made pipe bombs, mortars and grenades, detonators and 
various explosives and incendiary devices. The good work of the Gardai in 
this area has undoubtedly been successful in preventing further loss of life 
or serious injury and destruction of property in Northern Ireland. 

There is no question of persons who commit serious crimes in the North and 
Britain escaping the consequences of their actions by seeking refuge in this 
State or vice versa. The means are available whereby such persons can, and 
are, made amenable to the process of justice provided sufficient evidence 
exists to connect them with the offences alleged against them. The special 
extradition arrangements we operate with Britain and the North provide the 
means by which a person can be returned to the jurisdiction in which the 
offence has been committed. Those arrangements have been in place since 
1965 and were strengthened by the enactment of the Extradition (European 
Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism) Act 1987 which, inter alia, 
limits the scope of the political offence exception to extradition by 
excluding certain specified violent terrorist type offences from the 
exception. These arrangements have served both countries well in the period 
since 1965 and continue to operate effectively. It is worth noting that the 
vast majority of extradition applications which have failed in our Courts 
have done so because of flaws in warrants and procedures which did not 
originate in this jurisdiction. This has led to the setting up of a new 
process of informal vetting at official level of all cases which arise 
between our two countries. 

Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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Extradition is not of course the only, nor necessarily the best, means for 
tackling the problem of the fugitive offender. Our law also provides 
another method by which persons who are alleged to have committed serious 
crimes in the North and who are found in this jurisdiction can be brought to 
trial here. That is the provision for extra-territorial trial contained in 
the Criminal Law (Jurisdiction) Act 1976. The record of prosecutions under 
this legislation is impressive. Of 15 persons tried in this State under the 
1976 Act, 12 were convicted. These include convictions recorded in 2 cases 
last year for possession of explosives and for escape from lawful custody. 
Since 1939, the IRA has been a proscribed organisation in this jurisdiction 
and membership is a criminal offence, liable to a term of imprisonment of 7 
years on conviction. Furthermore, the broadcasting services in this country 
are prohibited, under Section 31 of our Broadcast Authority Act, 1960, from 
broadcasting interviews, statements or reports by a number of subversive 
organisations including the I.R.A. and their political wing, Sinn Fein. 

The Taoiseach has asked me to say that he appreciates the sentiments which 
prompted you to write to him and he hopes that the information contained in 
this letter amply illustrates the Government's commitment to combatting 
terrorist activity. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 



~ O October, 1989. 

Liane Cartledge, 
8 Farm Close, 
Kilburn, 
Derby, DES OJX. 

Dear Liane Cartledge, 

Thank you for your recent letter the contents of which I 
will bring to the attention of the Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. 
Haughey, T.D. 

Yours sincerely; 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

FOR ATTENTION. 

~ 
~~~ 

DC2717/WP1 
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\ February, 1990. 

Mr. William Makin, 
6 Indigo Crescent, 
Mount ISA 4825, 
Australia. 

Dear Mr. Makin, ' 
I 

I 
I 

The Taoiseach (Prime Minister), Mr. Charles ,,J. Haughey, T.D., has asked me 
to refer to your recent letter to him abou~terrorism in Northern Ireland. 

The commitment of the Government and the frish people to combatting 
terrorism is consistent, comprehensive an.d effective. This State will spend 
approximately £170 million this year on ~ecurity connected with the Northern 
Ireland situation. That continues to rJpresent almost four times per capita 
the level of expenditure by the tax pay,er in Britain in respect of Northern 
Ireland. That expense has been incurr

1
ed at a time of financial stringency 

when the Government have had to implement cutbacks in certain areas of the 
economy. As the Taoiseach said in th,e Dail (Parliament) 11 our commitment in 
this area is freely given in the common interest of society, North and 
South, to ensure that the forces of terrorism - whether of domestic or 
international origin - do not prevafl 11

• 

! 

The Intergovernmental Conference established by the Anglo-Irish Agreement, a 
copy of which I am enclosing, has reaffirmed the total rejection by the 
Irish and British Governments of any attempt to promote political objectives 
by violence or the threat of violence and the determination of both 
Governments to work together to ensure that those who adopt or support such 
methods do not succeed. Article 9 of the Agreement provided for the 
establishment of a programme of work to be undertaken by the Garda 
Commissioner and the Chief Constable of the R.U.C. with a view to enhancing 
cross-border co-operation on security matters in such areas as threat 



- 2 -

assessments, exchange of information, technical co-operation, training and 
operational resources. That programme of work is being implemented. 

The Garda Siochana (Irish Police) continue to make regular seizures and 
finds of arms, ammunition, explosives and bomb-making materials. Since the 
beginning of 1989, the Gardai have seized over 90 firearms, about 17,000 
rounds of ammunition, approximately 1,700 lbs of explosive mixture and large 
numbers of home-made pipe bombs, mortars and grenades, detonators and 
various explosives and incendiary devices. The good work of the Gardai in 
this area has undoubtedly been successful in preventing further loss of life 
or serious injury and destruction of property in Northern Ireland. 

The Taoiseach totally rejects the assertion that this country is "a safe 
haven" for terrorists. There is no question of persons who commit serious 
crimes in the North and Britain escaping the consequences of their actions 
by seeking refuge in this State or vice versa. The means are available 
whereby such persons can, and are, made amenable to the process of justice 
provided sufficient evidence exists to connect them with the offences 
alleged against them. The special extradition arrangements we operate with 
Britain and the North provide the means by which a person can be returned to 
the jurisdiction in which the offence has been committed. Those 
arrangements have been in place since 1965 and were strengthened by the 
enactment of the Extradition (European Convention on the Suppression of 
Terrorism) Act 1987 which, inter alia, limits the scope of the political 
offence exception to extradition by excluding certain specified violent 
terrorist type offences from the exception. These arrangements have served 
both countries well in the period since 1965 and continue to operate 
effectively. It is worth noting that the vast majority of extradition 
applications which have failed in our Courts have done so because of flaws 
in warrants and procedures which did not originate in this jurisdiction. 
This has led to the setting up of a new process of informal vetting at 
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fficial level of all cases which arise between our two countries. 

Extradition is not of course the only, nor necessarily the best, means for 
tackling the problem of the fugitive offender. Our law also provides 
another method by which persons who are alleged to have committed serious 
crimes in the North and who are found in this jurisdiction can be brought to 
trial here. That is the provision for extra-territorial trial contained in 
the Criminal Law (Jurisdiction) Act 1976. The record of prosecutions under 
this legislation is impressive. Of 15 persons tried in this State under the 
1976 Act, 12 were convicted. These include convictions recorded in 2 cases 
last year for possession of explosives and for escape from lawful custody. 
Since 1939, the IRA has been a proscribed organisation in this jurisdiction 
and membership is a criminal offence, liable to a term of imprisonment of 7 
years on conviction. Furthermore, the broadcasting services in this country 
are prohibited, under Section 31 of our Broadcast Authority Act, 1960, from 
broadcasting interviews, statements or reports by a number of subversive 
organisations including the I.R.A. and their political wing, Sinn Fein. 

The Taoiseach has asked me to say that he appreciates the sentiments which 
prompted you to write to him and he hopes that the information contained in 
this letter amply illustrates the Government 1 s commitment to combatting 
terrorist activity. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 



~'() October, 1989. 

Mr. William Makin, 
6 Indigo Crescent, 
Sunset, 
Mount ISA 4825, 
Australia. 

Dear Mr. Makin, 

Thank you for your recent letter the contents of which I 
will bring to the attention of the Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. 
Haughey, T.D. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

MR. BRIAN MC 

}v L,,zA.-~ 

1""' ~ ·~?, . 
FOR ATTENTION. DC27:2 • 
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February, 1990. 

Major F. T. Baxter, Retd., 
14, Tooley Lane, 
Wrangle, 
Boston, 
Lincolnshire PE22 9BL. 

Dear Major Baxter, 

Thank you for your letter of January 23rd the contents of 
which I will bring to the attention of the Taoiseach, Mr. 
Charles J. Haughey, T.D. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

,.-'/ 

!Mr. B._)16Carthy, 
/ , -

!To s~e. 

!WP4 DC878 

·1..----



, /A, -0 R. . ;::" -,-. /,:j A >< ~ . K, .e.:-- . ,e:.::-~ 

/4 ·-;,~ )._~ 

/10...<-ai,-y._7 .,,.& 

;.:3 c·o ./iv·'> 

J_, . LI /J ;:?B o2 ,J. 9 ISL 
.t-n.~....; ~ 

..:23 ;.1990 . ' 

.P ~ ...e.-,,<(!~ y ~ 
re+ 7""' a...., / 7a,.~ '·~/JV7a~6 

ff ~·4 - J'J ~~Y #,;-,..,~ 

~ ,..,e ,,._ 7 ,...., "'u ~< c4.. . 7. 
r-<f £~. ,,__ .-4'~~ .~ ~r 
~ ~ .,.-;;~ .£.t f ..A-.. 'V'- ~ r..P...,......_ c,...t., 

d /,,e{ll. + d 4 ,,Jb~ ._.'... ,,/2. ' S~ck~ 

Ji/ ...; ~ .e.- j ~ a......d .""'..-,...-

,,~ ~ c,-._Y- t; /'~~ ~~ l 
/ 

~~ ~o -~r /·~ ~ ~f~, 44c. 
/4.L<-a-~ ~~/ G~t:/ -4~ . ~ 
~ ,G.t CL~ ~~ ~ .. 7~7 
"--- f- 4.. ~ '7 . ,,/J 

/ '4J4 ,2-...... c:..U /,h~ ;I . <~aa- A~4 (1__J J._~ ' ;~ 
\ 

"- /~ ~ ~ t.;- c&.o~a-J J.L /~ 
t 

7o_ !;~a~ 'er' / £~ ,~ /.,h~ f cul ~ L'; 'I- .t,t7 ~,.,.,../ ,...,-~ -A ~ .,~ I /....--f 





b-~ J~, en.- ~ ~ /'G~~ ·~ ~ 
~'-< ... ;/ ,-1: o 1£ ~ ~ -,t;-'? t---1 - ~~ ~ 
M" K.. . ~1-l:_~1 l.. ~~ a..-~ / ~ 

~ rL· ~~ .&_~ ~ ~ A..pJ 

~ ( JL~c.L_ o rL/ ~c4 ~ ~ ~ 

/4.r/'. ~ 0,,.., h.,a,0 . r-~ h1: .~~ 
\ 

A>-=, ~ ~ -J.-- ,rc.4,..:J= '7,t--&. 
~ /~·~e,6_ ~ I ~ ~. -r-a.,~ ~~c d ~ 

P~ V' ~ ~c._~ ~"">-> ~ ~h t.;, 

~~- /)L' dee-:. ~- ~ ~ 

'7 / 'LA.~e-L.. ~ ~ ... - h; c.__{.) ~ s-~ 

'j~ -~ r~~ 

~ ./;§a-,,r£ 



\ January, 1990. 

Major F.T. Baxter, Retd., 
14, Tooley Lane, 
Wrangle, 
Lincolnshire PE22 9BL. 

Dear Major Baxter, 

Roinn an Taoisigh 
Department of the Taoiseach 

' { 
{ 

I 
I 

i 
I 

' 
j 

The Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D., 
recent letter to him about the I.R.A. 

as asked me to refer to your 

J 
! 

The Taoiseach and the Irish Government have 1onsistently condemned outright 
all acts of violence perpetrated in Northern Jireland. The Government, who 
- I 

incidentally reflect the feelings of the vast majority of the people of the 
I 

island on this issue, have continually stres/sed their abhorrence at murders 
I 

carried out by the I.R.A .• 

The commitment of the Government and the Irish people to combatting 
I 

terrorism is consistent, comprehensive and effective. This State will spend 
approximately £170 million this year on sequrity connected with the Northern 
Ireland situation. That continues to repr~sent almost four times per capita 
the level of expenditure by the tax payer in Britain in respect of Northern 
Ireland. That expense has been incurred at a time of financial stringency 
when the Government have had to implement cutbacks in certain areas of the 
economy. As the Taoiseach said in the Dail (Parliament) "our commitment in 
this area is freely given in the common interest of society, North and 
South, to ensure that the forces of terrorism - whether of domestic or 
international origin - do not prevail". 

Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2 
Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 



Roinn an Taoisigh 
Department of the Taoiseach 
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The Intergovernmental Conference established by the Anglo-Irish Agreement, a 
copy of which I am enclosing, has reaffirmed the total rejection by the 
Irish and British Governments of any attempt to promote political objectives 
by violence or the threat of violence and the determination of both 
Governments to work together to ensure that those who adopt or support such 
methods do not succeed. Article 9 of the Agreement provided for the 
establishment of a programme of work to be undertaken by the Garda 
Commissioner and the Chief Constable of the R.U.C. with a view to enhancing 
cross-border co-operation on security matters in such areas as threat 
assessments, exchange of information, technical co-operation, training and 
operational resources. That programme of work is being implemented. 

The Garda Siochana continue to make regular seizures and finds of arms, 
ammunition, explosives and bomb-making materials. Since the beginning of 
1989, the Gardai have seized over 90 firearms, about 17,000 rounds of 
ammunition, approximately 1,700 lbs of explosive mixture and large numbers 
of home-made pipe bombs, mortars and grenades, detonators and various 
explosives and incendiary devices. The good work of the Gardai in this area 
has undoubtedly been successful in preventing further loss of life or 
serious injury and destruction of property in Northern Ireland. 

The Taoiseach totally rejects the assertion that this country is "a 
sanctuary 11 for terrorists. There is no question of persons who commit 
serious crimes escaping the consequences of their actions by seeking refuge 
in this State. The means are available whereby such persons can, and are, 
made amenable to the process of justice provided sufficient evidence exists 
to connect them with the offences alleged against them. The special 
extradition arrangements we operate with Britain and the North provide the 
means by which a person can be returned to the jurisdiction in which the 
offence has been committed. Those arrangements have been in place since 
1965 and were strengthened by the enactment of the Extradition (European 

Tithe an Rialtais, Baile A tha Cliath 2. 
Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism) Act 1987 which, inter alia, 
limits the scope of the political offence exception to extradition by 
excluding certain specified violent terrorist type offences from the 
exception. These arrangements have served both countries well in the period 
since 1965 and continue to operate effectively. It is worth noting that the 
vast majority of extradition applications which have failed in our Courts 
have done so because of flaws in warrants and procedures which did not 
originate in this jurisdiction. This has led to the setting up of a new 
process of informal vetting at official level of all cases which arise 
between our two countries. Ireland is also a party to the European 
Convention on Extradition. 

Extradition is not of course the only, nor necessarily the best, means for 
tackling the problem of the fugitive offender in these islands. Our law 
also provides another method by which persons who are alleged to have 
committed serious crimes in the North and who are found in this jurisdiction 
can be brought to trial here. That is the provision for extra-territorial 
trial contained in the Criminal Law (Jurisdiction) Act 1976. The record of 
prosecutions under this legislation is impressive. Of 15 persons tried in 

this State under the 1976 Act, 12 were convicted. These include convictions 
recorded in 2 cases last year for possession of explosives and for escape 
from lawful custody. 
Since 1939, the IRA has been a proscribed organisation in this jurisdiction 
and membership is a criminal offence, liable to a term of imprisonment of 7 
years on conviction. Furthermore, the broadcasting services in this country 
are prohibited, under Section 31 of cur Broadcast Authority Act, 1960, from 
broadcasti~g interviews, statements or reports by a number of subversive 
organisations including the I.R.A. and their political wing, Sinn Fein. 

Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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Department of the Taoiseach 
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The Taoiseach has asked me to say that he appreciates the sentiments which 
prompted you to write to him and he hopes that the information contained in 
this letter amply illustrates the Government's commitment to combating 
terrorist activity. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha.Cliath 2. 
Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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Further to my earlier reports on the tallca involving the IRA and 
UVF initiated by the Catholic and Church of Ireland Chaplains in 
the Maze in July 1988, I understand fram the catholic Chaplain 
(Fr Murphy) that the talks are continaiD9 to make progress, 
albeit slowly. 

While progress has been alower tMll lie ...ia Mve hoped when he 
started out in July of 1988, nanataeless lle is conrlnced that it 
is having an impact within bota or,mrlaations. In that regard he 

·J mentioned that he had received relia.bl.e aiCJD&ls from sources in 

l
d""'t-t_ the I RA that the initiative had sti-atlated 8.J2 on-going debate 

o /within the organisation as to th@ future direction and strategy 
; . iS of the republican movement, specifically the role of the armed 
1- 1\.lf ~ struggle. 
~ ~ ,-'°· . ,~~ltuv The talks are continuing to be conducted on the basis of separate 
~ t/ meetings with each organisation outside the Naze, and involve the 

' ./? top military leadership on both sides. Tbe ODA continue to be 
/Y,z{/1 excluded from the initiative at the insistence of the OVF, who 

feel that the ODA would quickly de-rail. t.lle iaitiative owing to 
the fact that it is corrupt arul rlMl..84 lllth informers. His 
objective of face to face talks Jsetweea t:lle IBA and UVF has yet 
to be realised, though he conti~ to he optimistic that such 
face to face talks could take place in tlle relatively near 
future. 

The four Church leaders who are backing the initiative (Cardinal 
0' Fiaich, Archbishop Eames, Bishop Cahal Daly and Bishop Poyntz) 
continue to be enthusiastic in their support. In that regard he 
mentioned that in December, the Quakers had put together a peace 
initiative based on relatively low-level contacts among 
republicans and loyalists in Derry and had approached Archbishop 
Eames for a public indication of support for their initiative. 
Eames had contacted the Chaplains who made some soundings which 
showed the initiative to be II half-bake«". They advised against 
any public support, on the grounds that an indication of public 
support on the part of the Church ;Leaders might undermine the 
exisiting initiative. In the course of an evening, Eames, along 
with the two Chaplains, visited each of tile other four Church 
leaders to ensure a co-ordinated approach and it was agreed .not 
to indicate any public support for the Quaker initiative. 

Fr 'Murphy again stressed the need for the utmost confidentiality 
regarding the initiative and was anxious that the Taoiseach be 
kept informed of developments on an on-going basis. 

~. 
Brendan McMahon 
Anglo/Irish Division 
Dept of Foreign Affairs 
24 January 1990 · 

cc A/Sec Gallagher 
Joint Secretary 
Mr Collins 

/ 



DAIL EIREANN 

Rith Dail Eireann an Run seo istigh ag an gCruinniu de The within Resolution was passed by Dail Eireann at its 

Dhail Eireann a bhi ann an 22 u la seo de Mharta, 1990. Meeting on this 22nd day of March, 1990. 

r 

Cathaoirleach Dhail Eireann 

Le cur go dti 
For transmission to an Taoiseach. 



Go ndeanann Dail Eireann, de bhri gur 
buncheart sibhialta e saoirse chun 
gluaiseacht, agus de bhr.i gur seanadh ar an 
gceart sin an cur isteach a dheanann an IRA le 
pleascain agus bagairt.i buamail a dheanamh, an 
IRA a chaineadh: 

(a) toisc cur isteach a dheanamh ar an 
tseirbh.is sin ata ina nasc idir muintir 
Bhaile Atha Cliath agus muintir Bheal 
Feirste le breis agus cead bliain; 

(b) toisc beatha na bpaisineir.i agus na 
foirne iarnr6id a chur i mbaol; 

( c) toisc bagairt a dheanamh ar phoist 
oibrithe iarnr6id; 

agus go n-iarrann si ar an Rialtas gach beart 
prai ticiuil a dheanamh is ga chun na linte 
iarnr6id a choimead oscailte. 

That, whereas freedom of movement is a basic 
civil right, and whereas the IRA's disruption 
by bombs and threats of bombings is a denial 
of this r~ght, Dail Eireann condemns the IRA 
for: 

(a) disrupting this service which has linked 
the people of Dublin and Belfast for over 
a century; 

(b) putting the lives of passengers and rail 
staff at risk; 

(c) threatening the jobs of railway workers; 

and calls on the Government to t~ke all 
practical steps which are necessary to keep 
the lines open. 
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NO--<:ontinued 
Dukes. Alan. McGinlev. Dinnv. 
Durkan. Bernard. Mac Giolla . Tomas 
Enril!ht. Thomas W McGrath . Paul 
Fennell, NuaJa. Mitchell . Gav 
Ferris , Michael. Mitchell , Jim. 
FitzGerald . Garret. Moynihan, Michael 
Flahcny . Ma~ Nealon, Ted. / 
Flanagan. Charle Noon n. Michael 
Garland. Roecr (Limaick Easr) 
Gilmore . Eamun / O'Brien, Fergus. 
G T O'Shea. Brian 

regory. on O"Sullivan. Gem· 
Harte. Paddy. O'Sullivan, T~odd\· 
Higgins. Ji m. Owen. Nora. 
Higgins. Michael D. Pattison. Sc . 
Howlin. Brendan . Quinn . Ru · ·. 
Ka,·anagh. Liam. Reynolds erry. 
Ke.mmy. Jim. Ryan. an. 
Kenny, Enda. Shan . Alan. 
Lee. Pat. Sh ock , Joe. 
Lowry. Michael. SJ gg, Emmet. 
McCartan. Pat. 1.Taylor. Mervyn. 
McCormack. Pa aic. Taylor-Quinn. Madeleine 
McGahon. Bre aan . Yaies. Ivan. 

Tellers: Ta. D uties Gallagher and Clohessy; Nil, Deputies J. Higgins and Boylan 

I therefore 
econdTime. 

The uestion arises as when Com-
mi litee Stage of the Bill ill be taken. 

iaJ Welfare (Dr. 
esday. by agreement 

ips. 

Commi ee Stage ordered for Tuesday , 
27 Marc 1990 

I 

, Private Members' Business. 
11 

Dublin-Belfast Rail Line Bombing. 

Mr. Currie: I move: 

That. whereas freedom oi move
ment is a basic civil right. and whereas 
the TRA ·s disruprion by bombs and 
threats of bpmbings is a denial of this 
right. Dail Eireano condemns the IRA 
fo-r: 

(a) disrupting this service which 
has linked the people of Dublin and 
Belfast f r over a century; 

(b) putting the lives of passengers 
and rail staff at risk: 

(c) threatening the jobs of railway 
workers; 

and calls on the Government to take 
all practical steps which are necessary 
to keep the lines open . 

This motion arises from the panicipation 
by a number of Deputies. Senators and 
others m the peace train protest last 
October. 1 understand that a similar 
motion has been tabled in the Seanad. 1 
would be very surprised if the Provisional 
lRA were to pay any attention to the 
motion. The disruption of the rail link 
has been wide Iv condemnedbv almost all 
sectors f public opinion in thi country . 
. 'orth and South. without any apparent 
effect. Howe er. there are other . partic
ularly people outside the oounr11 . wh in 
one way or another support the Pro
visional IRA and they may pay some 
attention to what our nattqnal Parliament 
has to say . They ma_y be guided by it t 
discontinue their suppon for t.hat mur
derous organisation. 

The motion refers 10 civil riehcs. I 
remember well tbe earl dav of the ci ii 
rights campaign in the. North when the 
sympathy of responsible opinion every
where in the world wa on che side of the 
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In 198 5 and 1986 the IRA took delivery of nearly 120 t nn.es of arms 
and explosives from Libya, including II ton.oe of Semtex explosive and 
12 SAM,7 ground•to,air missiles. The weaponry has been used in Ire
land, Britain and other European countries. These are the findings of a 
French judge, backed by further investigation by The Economist 

IT WAS m be the gun-runners' last mee1· 
lll!! with the judge. On a we1 Paris morn

ing in mid-March this year, the four-vehicle 
convo •, blue !igh~ flashing, flanked by six 
poll e mocorcyclist:s, swept souch across the 
Pont au Change on to the lie de la Cire, 
rumed on to rhe Quai de l'Horloge, inro 
Quai des Orfevres and disappeared through 
a side-gate of the Palais de Justice. 

ln the counyard, armed gendarme5 and 
police circled the prison van. Out stepped 
the lrishmen, still handcuffed co police offi
cers. They were escorted Up flights of nar· 
row stam to the fourth floor, down long 
dmg\· corridors and through a bullel·proof 
gl~ door co the office of che juge 
din.strucrion, the investigating judge. Far 
the umpteenth rime, the judge fired ques
tioru a them; for the umpteenth time, the 
Irishmen remained stonv-faced and silent 
chroughout the rwo-bo~r interview. No 
mart er. the judge already bad enough evi
dence to bring a case agaiost chem. 

This week the judge passed his report co 
the prosecution service m Paris. His invesri· 
gacions had begun Wir.h the Eksund, a ship 
carrying arms to the IRA that was seized in 
Oaober 1987, when it scrayed into French 
waters off Brirra.rw. lcs five-man Irish crew 
was arrested. Bur ·che judge's invesngacion 
castits net far wider than the Eksund, cover· 
ing four previous--successful-shipments 
of arms from Libya ro Ireland. His findings , 
a closely guarded secret, may embarrass the 
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French government, which, despite an em· 
bargo on arms sales to Libya ha5 recencly 
allowed the sale of aircra:fr spare!> there. 

The painstaking inves~igacion into the 
Eksund was. carried ouc by the J 4th secrion 
of rhe parquet (prosecution service) in Paris. 
the Service Cenrral de la Lutte Anti· 
rerrorisre. the cenrral a.nri-rerrori.st service. 
The SCl.AT was set up by the Chirac govern· 
mem m October 1986 after a series of 
bombings in Paris by the Iran-linked 
Hezbollah cerrorists which culminared in 
an explosion on the Rue de Rennes tha 
killed seven people. lrs brief is ro pursue and 
ptosecure terrorists nationwide. 

-A juge d mstruetion has broad power5 
ro call and question witnesses; his job is e.s
sentiail to piece together the case (which, in 
the Eksund a1fai:r, comprises 4,000 pages of 
documents and statements, as well as che 
caprured weaponry itself). His repon: is then 
sem co the parquet, and the official pro~
ror decides if there is a case to answer. ln the 
Eksund affair there is little doubt of that. 

The juge d mstTUCtWn ac SCl.AT, Mr 
Jean-Louis Bruguiere, has spent 21h yeM~ in
vestigatlng the Eksund and the four succe5$
ful shipments of Libyan weaponry-120 
tonnes of ic-co Ireland. Further invesciga
cion by The Economist has uncovered nm 
only details of t.~e cargoes but the names of 
che Libyans who supervised their loading on 
board. the names of crew membe~ on the 
boau char earned rhem, their final desrirul-

tion and how and where some of the arms 
and explosives have been used. 

No buffoon 
At the time when the Eksund was seized, its 
captain, Adrian Hopkins, a 49-year-old 
Dubliner, 'IV~ poma ed as a sea-going buf
foon wh had mcompeteml , allowed his 
ship to drifr tnto French 11,'aters. He was a bir 
more rhan chac Although a travel company 
that he once ran wenc bust in 1980, strand
ing 400 tourists in the Canary Islands, Hop
kins was an accomplished mariner. He was 
the skipper who carried through the four 
previous gun-running vo ages. 

The island of Malca figured prominently 
in all five voyages. The first run to Ireland 
was in Augu.sr 1985. The boat wa~ a con
verted yachl called the Casamara, sailing 
under the British flag. lr had been souped
u with cwo speed-boar engines and ca..ied, 
beside rwo lifeboats, three high-speed rub
ber dinghies, for rransferring the arms ro 
shore when it reached Ireland. 

The Casamara had been in and out of 
Malta a number of times over the previous 
months, ostensibly making trips to Greece. 
It arrived back in Malta on Augusr 7 1985 
with a crew of rwo--Hopkins and another 
Irish national-and put to sea two days 
later. On the same day a Libyan ship, the 
Samra A/nca, which had left T ripoLi on Au
gust 6th and arrived in Maira on Augus, 
7th, also weighe.d anchor. 

Among the Samra Africa's crew were 
two men born in Donegal, Ireland. One 
called himself Deni<; Bovie. Also on board 
were two high-ranking Libyan officials, Hus
sein Abuzeed and Naser Ashur. The latter, 
also known as Ali Ashoud Naser, was the 
diplomat sent ro negotiate the release of the 
staff of die Libya , P~p e's Bureau in Lon
don after one of their number had shoe and 
killed policewoman Yvonne Fletcher out
side the bureau in I 984. 

The two ship~ haa a rendezvous off rhe 
nearby Makese island of Gow. The Samra 
Africa's ten-tonne cargo was transferred r0 
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the Casamara.. lt compriled around SOO 
boxci., containing Ruaian Kalashnikov 
M47 rifles, Taurus automatic pistols made in 

Q Brazil, other guns and ammunition, hand· 
grenades and ~en Belgian-made rocket· 
propelled-grenade launchers (RPOs). 

The Casamara headed straight for Ire
land and Clogga Strand, a sparsely popu· 
Jared piece of coast 10me '40 miles south of 
Dublin on Ireland's eastern shores. The 
a.nm were offloaded at night in the high
speed dinghies. The IRA took delivery of 
them (and kept them: contrary co press 
speculation at the time that the Eksund was 
seized, none of the Libyan weaponry from 
this or larer voyages was shared with oc..1-ier 
terrorist groups in continental Europe). 

Less than two months 
later, Adrian Hopkins was 
back in Malta. The boat that 
sailed into Valetta harbour on 
October 2 1985 looked fumil· 
iar. So it should have. Called 
the Kula, it was in fact the 
Casarnara renamed and now 
under Panamanian colours, 
but with little else to camou· 
fiage its past. Things went 
much as before, except char 
this time when the Kula left 
Malta only Hopkins was on 
board. Off Gozo, he again met 
the Samra Africa, which was 
once again carrying an Irish na· 
tional and Ali Ashoud Naser, 
as wel! as another Libyan offi· 
cial, Mohamed Zeltini. 

A.,other ten tonnes of 
arms were quickly transferred 
to the Kula. Among them were 
more Kalashnikov rifles, 
Webley pistols (originally the 
property of NATO forces), two 
more RPGs, hand-grenades and ammuni
tion. .AJso on board were Russian-made 
"Dushkas"-12.70mm heavy anti-aircraft 
machineguns. This cargo too went to 
Clogga Strand. 

You bomb us, we'll blast you 
Libya's leader, Colonel Moammar Qaddafi, 
had already been angered when his diplo
mats were thrown out of Britain after the 
murder of policewoman Fletcher. He was 
further enraged at the bombing of Tripoli 
by American F-11 l aircrafr based in Britain, 
which almost cost him his life, in April 
1986. He was happy to step up amu; ship
ments to the IRA. 

On July 17 1986 the Samra Africa. and 
the Kula, after a brief stay in Malta for both, 
met again off Gazo. The high-ranking Lib
yan sent along on the Samra Africa this 
time was tb.e Tunisian-born Mohamed ei
Amar Ramadan. On board the Kula were 
Hopkins, Boyle and another Irishman, who 
called himself Edward Friel. Th.is time the 

18 cargo was larger-14 tonnes-and, as well 

u the usual KaluhnikoVI, pistol.., srenadC$ 
and 11mmunition, there were also rwo RU&-
1ian•made SAM-7 surface-to-air miailes. All 
wm duly deliverd to Clogga Strand. 

With success, the IRA became more am
bitiow;, and perhaps less careful. The terror· 
ists bought a new and bigger ship, the 
Sjarmor, which they renamed the Villa and 
fitted out with sophistiaited navigational 
equipment and a long-range radio ttansmit· 
ter. Hopkins sailed it into Malta on Septem· 
ber 29 1986 with a temporary cre11,. There 
he met Boyle, Friel, and another Irishman, 
Henry Edward Cairns. Three dar.; later 
Boyle left on a ftighc for Tripoli. 

Soon afterwards the Villa too left for 
Tripoli. Offshore there, more than 80 

tonnes of arms were loaded 
aboard-more Kalashnikovs, 
ammunmon, detonators, 
fuses, seven more RPGs, ten 
more SAM-7 missiles and one 
tonne of Czechoslovak-made 
Serntex•H plastic explosive. 
Colonel Qaddafi could afford 
to be generous with his 
Semtex. Last week in London 
Czechoslovakia's President 
Vada\' Havel said tha~ his 
communist predecessors had 
supplied Libya over the vears 
with 1,000 tonnes of Semtex, 
an ideal explosive for terrorist 
bomb-makers, because it is de
tectable neither by sniffer dogs 
nor x-rav machines. 

Be~use the Villa was a 
much larger vessel, ir could not 
be unloaded at Clogga Strand; 
its cargo was instead l.a,,ded at 
Roadscone Pier, a nearby jetty. 
The landing went without a 
hitch. But the voyage into 

Tripoli may have been the IRA's undoing. le 
is possible that the transfer of arms, or at 
least the Villas presence in Libyan waters, 
was monitored by American spy satellites. 
More probably, agents of the French exter· 
nal counter-espionage service (DGSE) in 
Libya discovered what was going on. urnat
ever the source of the information, the fun 
was nearly over. 

Running out of 11ea 

For the next trip the IRA, through Hopkins, 
bought an even bigger ship, a SO.year-old, 
237-ton rust-bucket, from a Swedish ship
owner. The terrorists paid £50,000, consid
erably more than she was worth. 

The Eksund was delivered to Malta by a 
temporary crew, who, like those hired re sail 
other boats for the IRA, were unaware of 
their true purpose. Hopkins took delivery of 
the boat and teamed up with his own four
man crew. On October 12 1987 the Eksund 
left Malta, ostensibly for Gibraltar; in fact, it 
headed south, straight for Libya. Wben the 
Eks~nd sailed into and tied up in the port of 

Tripoli for loadina on the ruahrs of October 
14 and 15 1987, one thing ~ certain: the 
French security services, including the inter· 
nal DST (Direction de la Sarete du T er
ritoire), were aware of it. 

Around 50 Libyan aoldiers loaded the 
Eksund's cargo-Kalashnikovs (from Roma· 
nia), more than 1 m rounds of am.munition, 
430 grenades, 1,000 mortar bombs, 120 
roc:ker·propelled grenades, 12 more Russian 
Dushkas, anti·tank missile launchers, 2,000 
electric detonators, 4,700 fuses, rwo tonnes 
of Semtex and 20 SAM·? missiles. '1'hile in 
Tripoli and for part of its journey through 
the Mediterranean, the Eksund. like the 
Villa before it, was under the protection of 
the Libyan navy and air force. Later it came 
under the eye of French spotter aircraft, 
which tracked it until it was intercepted in 
French territorial waters. 

The French customs officers who 
boarded the Eksund on October 30th found 
on board Hopkins, Cairns, Boyle, Friel and 
one "William Finn". The last three turned 
out to be travelling on passports stolen from 
the Irish Department of Foreign Affairs in 
Dublin in 1984. "Boyle" was really James 
Doherty, an electrician from Donegal and a 
member of the IRA.; "Friel" was James Coll, 
also from Donegal and an IRA member. The 
new face, "Finn", was in reality Gabriel 
Cleary, from Priorstown, County Dublin, 
one of the IR.A..'s top bombmakers. All five 
men were initially questioned at the French 
naval base at Brest. Since then they have 
been held in Paris, being periodically 
shunted around the city's three jails, La 
Sante, Fresnes and Fleury·Merogis. Their 
tri.ai is expected to begin later this year. 

Efforts to trace (through Interpol) and 
question the Libyans involved in the an:ru; 

shipments came to nothing, but not because 
they were back in Tripoli. Some, in fact, 
were still in Malta at the start of the investi· 
gation. Bur Maltese red tape-if that is what 
it was-meant it was months before pennis
sion was given to question them. By that 
time they had fled. Some of them are now 
believed to be in Scandinavia. 

Murder continent-wide 
What happened to the arms carried on the 
four previous voyages? Some were immedi
ately "re-exported" and hidden in caches in 
Britain and elsewhere. The French are sure 
that they figured in at least six incidents in 
continental Europe in 1988: 
e 1, February 1988 Belgian police found 100 
kilos of Semtex in the boot of a car in Brus
sels, along with detonators of the kind 
found on the Eksund. 
• In March, after men from the British Spe
cial Air Service had killed three IRA terror
ists in Gibraltar, the Spanish police found 
70 kilos of Semtex and two electronic timers 
in a hire-car in Marbella. The timers were 
identical to those carried on the Eksund. 
• In May 1988 three British soldiers who 
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ARMING THE 1RA 

had crossed the border 
from West Germany for a 
night our at Rocnnond in 
Holland were shot dead 
with Kalashnilcovs. The 
markings on the cartridge 
cases were identic.al to those 
found on ammunition from 
theEksund.. 
• At Duisburg in West Ger
many in July I 988, cwo 
bombs exploded inside the 
perimeter fence of a Bricish 
army barracks. Forensic 
tests showed that they were 
made of Semtex, with deter 
nators identic.al co those Im captain 
found on the Eksund. 
• Semtex, undoubtedly from the Villa, was 
used in an attack on barracks at Ratingen in 
West Germany, the home of 96 servicemen 
of the Royal Engineers' map-ma,ldng unit. 
Forensic cestS showed that the deconarors 
were the same as ones found on die Eksurui 
• Two suspected !RA terrorists arrested by 
West German poUce in September 1988, 
were carrying Kalashnikov rifles. T esrs 
showed that one of these had been used in 
che Roennond murders. 

The IR..6, was putting its Semtex to use in 
Northern lreland and mainland Britain 
soon after it bad ea.ken delivery of the Villa's 
Libyan cargo. For instance: 
• In November 1986 seven mortar bombs 
com:aining Semcex were fired at an army ob
servation post near Crossm.agleo, in South 
Armagh, a stronghold of the IR.A in North· 
em Ireland. 
• In Lisburn, County Antrim, in June 1988, 

20 a 71/zlb bomb placed under a van killed six 

off-duty soldiers on their 
way to a charity race.. 
• A 2001b bomb detonated 
in Augusr 1988 ar the road
side on the A5 from Bel
fu.st's Aldergrove airport to 
Omagh killed eight infan
trymen travelling in an un
marked coach. 
• A bomb placed inside an 
army barracks in I 988 in 
North London lcilled one 
soldier. 
• A bomb was exploded at 
Deal barracks, in Kent, last 
September, lcilling 12 
bandsmen of the Royal 
Marines. 

So far, the security forces of Britain and 
the lrisb republic have captured only a frac
tion of the arms and explosives supplied by 
Colonel Qaddafi...-and even for some of 
that they have to thank good luck and bad 
weather. 
• Semtex was first found in Britain by police 
in February I 987. Almost 200 pounds of the 
stuff had been buried in Macclesfield Forest 
in Cheshire. 
• In 1988 the Gardai (the Irish poUce) were 
led to Five Fingers Beach in Donegal and a 
cache of 100 Kalasbnikovs, Semtex and 
some of the heavy macbneguns brought by 
the Villa. 
• In December 1989 high wind~ and rough 
seas uncovered mortars and mortar bombs 
on a shore in Counry Wicklow, Ireland. 
• In the same momh another coastal cache 
of Semtex was found in Wales, not far from 
the spot where two years earlier police had 
arrested two Irishmen bringing arms ashore 

from I small fishing boat. The hoard in
cluded Semtex, detonators, timers and 
fuses, as well as an usomnenr of small arms 
and Kalashnikovs. 
• An informer, in jail in Limerick on a 
charge of anned robbery, led lrish police co 
three small dumps in and near Manorcun
ningham, a village in Donegal. The find in· 
eluded rifles, shotguns, handgu.ns, 2,(iO() 
rounds of ammunition, 20 pounds of 
Semtex and bombma.king paraphernalia. 

Cross-Channel coolness 
One difficulty for the British and Irish secu· 
riry forces is that rhey have bee ·ep, ,'irtu· 
ally i . the dark about the Fre:1c judge's 
fmdmgs. Akhciugh the French have rwo po
licemen on secondmenr m Scotland Yard, 
and there is one British policeman in Paris, 
relations between Britain's anti-terrorist 
squads and the French DSr are cool. Mrs 
Margaret Thatcher recognised chis when, ir. 
December 1989, she called for closer co-op
eration between the two. 

French governmenra! atrirudei. cowards 
terrorists, especially those with a Libyan 
connection, have softened since Mr 
Chirac's administration was replaced by a 
Socialist one in 1988. Publicly, the govern
ment condemns terrorism. But privately it is 
cosying up to Colonel Qaddafi, who at the 
end of 1989 intimated that he would like 
better relations with the British and Ameri
cans. Many fear that, after the sales of air
craft spares for the colonel's aging Mi.rage 
fighters, the French will soon ease their em· 
barge on arms sales co Libya. France noc 
only values the potential export earnings, 
but also needs Libyan co-operation if, as it 
wanes to, it is to reduce its forces in Chad or 
pull out altogether. 

The report of the juge dmstruction of 
section 14 of the Paris parquet, and the pub
licicy of che Irishmen's trial, will nor help to 
improve France's relations with Libya. le 
would be a pity if section 14, after its pains
taking investigation into the Libyan/IRA 
connection, were to be in any way weak
ened. 

Where one previous cargo went 
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Confidential 

~ Meetin 

Internal Sinn Fein Debate 

1. Mr. McManus, the fonner Independent Nationalist M. P. for Fermanagh/South 

Tyrone, runs a solicitor s practice in Enniskillen and Lissnakea. Al though 

no longer involved in active polities, he retains good links with the 

various parties, including Sinn Fein. He has been enquiring among the 

latter s local COuncillo?:B about i::eports of an intez:nal debate within Sinn 

Fein/IRA on whether or not to continue with the II anned struggle" . He has 

been getting a markedly tight-lipped responsei from his experience that 

usually means that something significant is in the air - the same 

COuncillo?:B are apparently nonnally quite forthcoming when it comes to 

scotching speculation which has no basis. 

2. , - Sources of his in Republican Sinn Fe.in maintain that a ceasefire decision 

has al.ready been taken in principle and that all that i::emains is the 

arrangement of its implementation. This, however, could take some time 

because of the complex and seci::etive natui::e of the IRA' s cellular 

structui::e. The.re would undoubtedly be strong opposition to a ceasefire 

among a significant number of members, he felt, and the process of 

convincing these would not be an easy one. Mr. McManus stressed that this 

scenario was pui::e speculation and that Republican Sinn Fe.in would, of 

course, have a vested intei::est in spreading around such a controversial 

rumour. Nonetheless, he remains convinced that thei::e is a sul:stantial 

/ debate underway among the Provisionals at present. 

3. He has heam a rumour from a (Provisional) Sinn Fe.in contact that Republican 

Sinn Fein have now acquii::ed a II military capacity" and that in the event of 

an IRA ceasefire, disaffected Provos would defect to RSF and continue the 
11 armed struggle" under the umbrella He does not know how much credence to 

lend such a story, but it is indicative of the complex natui::e of any attempt 

to bring about a ceasefire. 
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4. Mr. McManus is very sceptical about Unionist readiness for dialogue and 

believes that the caution of the Taoiseach and the Minister is fully 

justified. He has little regard for Molyneaux; he recal.ls from his own 

Westminster days that M:>lyneaux was completely um.er the thumb of Powell and 

was regularly to be seen "giggling imbecilicly' at the latter's 

interventions in the House! Mr. McManus feels that Molyneaux has retained 

the leadership of the UUP primarily because nobody else has wanted the job. 

5. He has a higher regard for John Taylor with whom he has had frequent contact 

over the years, first at Queen's and later in politics. While Taylor has to 

"continually look over his shoulder•, he is a solid perfonner and somebody 

with whom Nationalists could do business. 

Lord Coleville 

6. At the invitation of Lord Brookeborough (which he greeted with wry 

amusement! ), Mr. McManus recently attended a meeting with Lord Coleville, 

who is currently preparing a review of EPA legislation. 

also attended by Sean Quinn of the Quinn Cement Group. 

'Ihe meeting was 

Mr. McManus was glad 

of the opportunity to convey at first hand to Lord Coleville the nature of 

the difficulties which the legislation gave rise to; he particularly 

stressed the problem of harassment of young people. Mr. Quinn raised the 

difficulties caused for his operation by the Army checkpoint in Derrylin. 

(Mr. McManus understands that Lord Brookeborough sul:sequently raised the 

matter in the House of Lords; we have also been approached by the Quinn 

Group and are taking the matter up in the Secretariat). 

/-'c> G 
T. Cl Connor 

~ April, 1990 

c. c. Mr. Gallagher, Counsellors, Secretariat, Section, Box 

W4464 
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Statement issued by the Taoiseach, Mr Charles J Haughey T.D. 

Bomb Atrocity 

I condemn in the strongest terms this morning's atrocity near 

Downpatrick which has yet again demonstrated the evil of the 

IRA's murderous campaign in Northern Ireland. 

I extend my most sincere sympathy to the families of those 

bereaved as a result of this latest outrage. 

9 April 1990 



STATEMENT ON THE DO WNP A TRICK ATROCITY 

BY BISHOP CAHAL B. DALY 
of Down and Connor 

Wednesday. .1lth April 1990, 1.00 pm. 

Toe murder of four young UDR soldiers in Oownpalrick on Monday is a honifying 
reminder of how far some people in our community ha'YC departed from the communion 
of the Church and from I.be teaching of Christianity. 

This multiple murder was perpetrated on the first morning of Holy Week, which is for all 
Christians the most sacred \Wek of the whole year. All true Catholics are shocked that 
thls week of prayer rtd conversion shouJd have been ushered in by a scene of man·made 
carnage. The final preparations for the perpetration of this carnage vi.ere presumably 
being made on Palm Sunday. This was the very day on which in West Belfast a vast 
crowd of nearly 10,000 people were taking part in the Way of the Cross, walking from 
Finaghy Road North, past Aodersons~own and along the Falls Road to St. Peter's 
Cathedral. As they went from station tP station, they listened also to the words of a 
message sent specially by Pope John Paul to the young Catholics of Belfast and to nil vmo 
'M':Te takin~ ,Part in the event, Along streets so often saddened br scei,es of violence and 
of the glorification of violence the Pope•s words had a.o extraordmary relevance and 
made a deep impact on all vko beard them. 

Toe Pope was speaking directly to the present situation in our society when he declared: 

"The command, 'Thou shalt not kill', must be bin dine on the conscience of 
humanity, if the terrible tragedy and destiny of Cain ts not to be repeated". 

"Violence is a lie; ... {for it) destroys the very things it claims to defend: the dignity, 
the life, the freedom of human beings.• 

The Po_pe~aid that he was addressing bis message "to all v.tio listen to bis voice". 
Tragically, those who ordered the Oo'i\'llpatriclc atrocity, those v.ilo planned it and carried 
it out, those mio even now may be knoWU1£,ly and freely aiding and sheltering those swJtY 
or ii, are people who persist in refusing to listen to the Pope's voice. All true Cathohcs 
will pray for them and for_ 3:11 'M;lO engage in v.iolence tha.t ~eylDa¥ have a complete 
change of heart and may JOID WJth the Catholic community an making Easter a 
celebration of the victory of Christ's .lo\"e over all hlitred and all killing. 

J ask all Catholics to make Holy Week a time of deep J>ersonal and community 
conversion to Christ, a time for offering repa,ation to God for all crimes of violence, and 
a time of intercession for all those ~o have been bereaved through violence or injured 
in body or in mind by deeds of violence throughout the past twenty-one years. 

I ~sh t~ offer my d~ep sympathy to the relatives of the four murdered soldiers and to 
their friends and neighbours. , 

MURD);;R IN RATHCOOLE: 

Just a few days earlie.r, Roger Bradley was murdered by loyalists in Rat.hcoolc as he was 
taking his lunch during house renovation v.ork. He was the 47th Catholic victim of 
loyalist murder gangs 10 have been killed in this diocese in the past eight years. He was 
murdered close to the date on which another innocent Catholic bad been shot dead by 
loyalists on a building site in Rathcoole last year. I offer heartfelt sympathy lo his 
sorrowing wife and children and friends in Swatrngb. 

This kind of sectarian bigotry is a pernicious evil and a disgrace to any society calling 
itself Christi an. 

To.ere are not two standards of morality where murder is concerned. Republican murder 
is in e1(8ctly the same moral category ~ loyalist murder. Respect for the sacredness of 
human life is indivisible; peace and justice are Indivisible. A decisi~ cboioc is laid 
before us all, a chok.e between good and evil, a choice between death and life, a choice 
between reconciliation and murderous conflic.L People of peace, who have stayed silent 
too long, must mal(e themselves be_ard quietly, but firmly an_d confidently, above the voice 
of the ranters and ihe haters, the bigots and the orators of violence. 



jJ_ April, 1990. 

Mrs. E. Drillingscourt, 
36 Whitla Road, 
Lisburn, 
Co. Antrim. 

Dear Mrs. Drillingscourt, 

Oifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

The Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D., has asked me to thank you for 
your recent letter and to reply to you on his behalf. 

The Taoiseach has asked me to tell you that he is acutely conscious of the 
fact that both communities in Northern Ireland have suffered greatly in the 
past twenty years. He believes that only through a process of dialogue can 
mutual suspicion and distrust be dispelled; that is why he has extended an 
invitation to Unionist leaders to talks without preconditions. He also 
wishes me to let you know that both he and the Irish Government have 
consistently condemned outright all acts of violence perpetrated in Northern 
Ireland. The Government have continually stressed their abhorrence at 
murders carried out by the I.R.A. and in doing this they reflect the 
feelings of the vast majority of the people on this island. 

As you may be aware, the Taoiseach has condemned in the strongest terms the 
bombing atrocity near Downpatrick earlier this week and has stated that it 
yet again demonstrates the evil of the I.R.A.'s murderous campaign in 
Northern Ireland. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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the Department of Foreign Affairs, is submitted for consideration, 
please. 

~~ 
rJ__<=y March, 1990. 

/:lo.,. e er;,--.., 

::l.. ~ 
~-~ 
~~" 
~ rvv-~ 
~~.I\&..-~ .... 

-'124-- Co-, p.--tt: . ~ ~ · • 



1990. 

Mrs. E. Drillingscourt, 
36 Whitla Road, 
Lisburn, 
Co. Antrim. 

Dear Mrs. Drillingscourt, 

Oifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

The Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D , has asked me to thank you for 
your recent letter and to reply to you on is behalf. 

The Taoiseach has asked me to tell you the is acutely conscious of the 
fact that both communities in Northern Irland have suffered greatly in the 
past twenty years. He believes that only through a process of dialogue can 
mutual suspicion and distrust be dispell that is why he has extended an 
invitation to Unionist leaders to talks ithout preconditions. He also 
wishes me to le~ou know that both head the Irish Government have 
consistently condemned outright all acts of violence perpetrated in Northern 

/) Ireland. of 
\ 

Oifig an Taoisigh , Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach , Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 



C . Haughey Esq, , 
The Dial , 
DCBLI~ 
Eire 

Dear Sir, 

-~b ~vh i t la Road, 
LI SB1JRN 
r;o . Antr u-:-1 

I ir~atched you on ·television and Jistenecl to \Tour cornrnents trar r.l-ie !.n_sn 
community in Northern Ireland had to be protected, You make ,::-lairns that J1·e i and 
should be united and yet your statements over the years have proved that. the 
only people you are interest,?:d in are tbe "Irish" comi:mmitv. 1v1r Barrie referred 
tirne and time again to the "niqht.mare of tne ~ationa.list C'!>Ol1tmit.y". I wonder 
did he think that the Prot.estant population were havinq a p1cn1c over rhe pa.st 
twentv years? We have qraveyards full to prove different .. 

Various Protestant paramiJitar1es have br-:en shot dead by tl1P SAS i.inder the san1e 
circumstances ( incidenta 11 y, :vu- Seamus Yla.Llon conqratu latec1 the SAS 1r1 doi.nrJ .::1 

good job, but I t hink 11vhE·n-?. he is concernt=,d our blcod is of a d:i r :h:>1·enr c olu11,·1 
a,1d I failed to hear one \oion:l of condevinatinn frorn vo1_l oi:- indeed one 1,;ocd nf 
synpathy to the Protestant cornmuni t.y. It shon ld be ap1::::arent to vou tiv now ·r h;n 
when these things happen in ti1c:::' Protestant comrnu.rd tv tnerP. is no rini:-:1nq nrn~ h:1,~ 
burning because che att.:1tude of t .he maJorirv of i.aw abicLi.nq peopl2 -, s Y ha , U: :=i 

rnan 9oes out to kill or rob -.:trrned (with or- without anr1un-:t.1,,n ()1- reo:1_,:a, !,e 
clcJes so at his OV'jn risJ<:. 

I am totallv disilJusioned ~v.i t ,i1 the c'iat::,1nnai }_ st. Pnhticia.ns l~N) tn \iortr, ancl '.:-iu1;,n 
\11ho f,:-\i.l to see, ()r w1J j_ ncrt S(~e 1 th,:1t ~.l1ffet·irtS"'J 1n Nortbc~rr1 [i:-"el.a.ncf :t'::-; \'.l./J 
confined to the Cat.ho.lie ccnmunit·y·, 

I wouJ d remind you tbat Garda opened tire on an armed rutiber on.iv I rl":it Wf':ei<:, 

Surely vou are bein,;:i iivpocr:u:.)_cal as ic is one J..=iw for the North ,,rncl ,me r,-Jr· 
y.,.01..u:- ~i1.1risciic ticn1.: (;r (Joes bei_n;] p l r :i. sh" tenci to rnaJ-(e \!OU ~Nea x: 1-r)Sf-... cc, iou :r-:-?.d 
spectacles? 

I vt1ou.J.cl alsrJ li!(l~ t:) .brin9 tc·. )Tt:i1.1r .:]tt.entJcn_. ot· ha.·1,,,rp :~nu. foc·;_ictT.i~'n :::l _Lread":71 ti.t(--:i 
rnc;st J1eincHJS I"011rd.l~:..-s c)_f t.h<::~ t1,vo E{riti.sh Sol(:Li i::=:r·s Lvt1c) \'V<~.r·:-?. sr-; ·vic:i_o~ts l y be.aten , 
tortured and then ,:;hot dead. 
t...t1_e r~ir·c1..1111stances c;f the 11 Stc>n!?fi affair .. 
memory is very short: 

exc1J:~f-:-:-rJ a.s q1.1J_t,c?. tUl.(:tet"Stanrtaf)lc-:~ r:i 1-\lren 

I think l\1r Haughey at 1: 1.:-nes you· 

I.f J(nu a.re sr) rli.=!siro11s c>f .3 lJnited Ire la.ncl s.ho1-1lc:l \~cn.1. not be r.;·~\;-lncr tc.i 
ur1c1erstand thE~ rna. je_1r1 CJ""" [X'JtJu.l a tj_c)n V\ilJC,1 sr-?.e '/C1u as tcrr:~ i::> .i J ~r L1r1.s~!'ffifl~ltJ1.-~t: .1 (_ t o t t1e1~i 

rJr tl1(-?.ir as1:,iratic)r1s ~ 



February, 1990. 

Mrs. E. Drillingcourt, 
36 Whitla Road, 
Lisburn. 

Dear Mrs. Drillingcourt, 

Thank you for your letter of 19th January, which I will 
bring to the attention of the Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. 
Haughey, T.D. 

Yours sincerely, 

!Mr. Brian Collinge, as discussed. 

"',i("'~~~r-r f tO' \• J.1"..1:f'~~.\.:.. . 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

!DC3051/WP2 
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March, 1990. 

Mrs. E. Drillingscourt, 
3 6 Whi tl a Road, 
Lisburn, 
Co. Antrim. 

Dear Mrs. Drillingscourt, 

D R A F T 

The Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, has asked me to thank you 
for your recent letter and to reply to you on his behalf. 

He has asked me to tell you that he is acutely conscious of the 
fact that both communities in Northern Ireland have suffered 
greatly in the past twenty years. He believes that only through 
a process of dialogue can mutual suspicion and distrust be 
dispelled; that is why he has extended an invitation to Unionist 
leaders to talks without preconditions. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary to the Taoiseach. 



March, 1990. 

Mrs. E. Drillingscourt, 
36 Whitla Road, 
Lisburn, 
Co. Antrim. 

Dear Mrs. Drillingscourt, 

The Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D., has asked mE;/ o thank you for 
your recent letter and to reply to you on his behalf. 

I 
The Taeiseach has asked me to tell you that he is a.cutely conscious of the 
f:ta. t hat both communities in Northern Ireland h~v; suffered greatly in the 
pas twenty years. He believes that only through a process of dialogue can 
m ual suspicion and distrust be dispelled; ,(_tat is why he has extended an 
nvitation to Unionist leaders to talks wit out preconditions. He also 

.' wishes me to let yo.'u know that both he anf the Irish Government have 
· consistently cond.emed outright all acts 

1
of violence perpetrated in Northern 

Ireland. The Government who, incidenta)ly, reflect the feelings of the vast 
I 

majority of the people of the island ,on this issue, have continually 
stressed their abhorrence at murders carried out by the I.R.A. 

Yours sinc~rely, 

/ 
Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

I 

! 

I 



0 lFiG AN A IRE GNOTHA! EACHTRACHA 

'II~ March, 19 90 

Mr. Brian Collinge 
Department of the Taoiseach 

Dear Brian, 

OF F ICE OF T HE M IN IST ER FOR FO R EIGN AF F A iRS 

8AlLE ATHA CUATH 2 
DU BLI N 2 

Further to your letter of 7 February enclosing correspondence 
from Mrs E. Drillingscourt from Lisburn, I enclose a draft of a 
reply, under signature of the Private Secretary to the Taoiseach, 
for your consideration. 

Yours sincerely, 

wan 
Secretary 



~ February, 1990. 

Mr. John Kirwan, 
Private Secretary, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Dear John, 

Enclosed herewith is a copy of a letter recently received by the Taoiseach 
from Mrs. E. Drillingcourt from Lisburn. 

Perhaps you could let us have a suitable draft reply for consideration, 
please. 

Yours sincerely, 

B. Collinge. 
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SITUATION ~PORT FOR THE PERIOD: 0830 H~S FRIDAY 27 APRIL TO 0830 
HOURS MONDAY 30 APRIL 1990 

SECURITY 

Friday 27 April 
0940 hours A building contractor, Mr Kenneth GRAHAM, was kille~ 
when a UVBT IED detonated beneath his car at ,the junction of MQUrn~ 
nf\,11"1 /riJrwry 'D.-.a.! "'""1! R: 11 ... uul. r,:cr~.-. l!luu.:1c;::'£U'C:UL1y (.;1a1mea 
responsibility for the attack which they stated was carried out 
because of work Mr Graham did for the SF's. 

G 
am An ATO made safe a tp,BT IED found beneath a contractor•s car at 
Fintona, co Tyrone. 

am During the course of a search of property in the Derrybeg 
gstate, Newry the security forces found what they believe to be a 
bomb factory. Amongst the items recovered were: apptox half a ton of 
fertilizer, a quant i ty of fuel oil, a grinder, a rifle, a shotgun 
barrel and some shotgun cartridges. 

1100 hourg The security forces recovered 2 detonators found in the 
wall of a house at Rathfriland, Co Down. 

Saturday 28 April 
0904 hours Following warning calls made 30 mins earlier an IED of 
approx 5 lbs CE placed in a litter bin attached to a lamp post at 
Sloan St/Gregg St. Lisburn exploded. There were no casualties. 
Minor damage was caused to property in area. In the follow up 
operation an IED of approx 3 lb C! attached to a 501b qas cylinder 
was found in a car left in Sloan St. The vehicle had been hijacked 
earlier in the Poleglass area on the outskirts of West Belfast. 
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1000· hours Two mortars were fired at The Hump PVCP, Strabane from a 
base-plate (rsuzu van) parked in a petrol station at the nearby 
Li f tord Road. Both landed in the JPVCP comp le~. One detonated on the 
roof of an accommodation block and the othex hit-an ablution block 
but failed to explode and was dealt with by an ATO. There were 2 SF 
casualties and one civilian casualty a~ising !rom this incident. All 
were NSI. Minor Oamage wes caused to the PVCP. As the mortars fired 
2 persons, believed to have been responsible for this attack, were 
seen to fall from a motor bike, on which they were fleeing the 
scene. Tney subsequently hijacked a passing car and d~ove off into 
the ROI. 

1110 hours The SFs recovered approx 5 lbs of CE following a search 
of waste ground to the rear of Eglinton Terrace, Londonderry. 

1130 hours An RUC officer fired a shot after a patroi encountered 2 
men running away from Gr~hams Bookmakers at Carlisle Circus in North 
Belfast. The men had just carried out a robbery there at gunpoint. 
One of them was subsequently hit by a car as he fled and sustained a 
broken leg. He was admitted to the Mater Hospital. A sum of money 
and a handgun were recovered. 

1318 hours ·.rne .1<l.K! stopp~d du A.i.,k'vrl t,us &n-i"oute lrem Bolf.Jct to 
Al~ergrove at a VCP established near Templepatrick, Co Antrim. A 
woman passenger on the vehicle feigning pregnancy was found to have a 
21b CE IED strapped to he~ body. The device was made sa!e by an ATO 
and the woman was token into custody. 

1500 hours Two explosions occurred in a hijacked car which was 
abandoned at Ballynagard Road, Londonderry close to the PVCP at 
Culmore Road. There were no casualties and no ~amage caused to any 
other property. 

1510 hours SF's conducting a search operation in the Silverbridge 
area of South Armagh came under automatic gunfire attack. One 
~olider was woun~ed in the leg but is not believed to have been 
seriously hurt. No rounds returned. During the follow up 90 empty 
ca5e$ were recovered. · 

1847 hours Residents of fairmount Housing Estate, Dungannon 
reported hearing a small. explosion from a Citreon van located at 
Fairview Park. On investigation an IED of approz 900 lbs HME was 
found in the vehicle. It was made safe by an ATO. There were no 
casualties nor any damage sustained by property in the area. The van 
had been taken earlier from a family at Pomeroy who were accosted at 
their home by 4 masked men. 

• 
2215 hours The SFs recovered 2 IAAGs found on the road at Buren 
Grove, Castlewellan, Co Down. They were made safe by an ATO. 

pm The SFs dealt with hoax vehicle IEDs in Belfast at the Central 
Railway Station, RUC Mountpottinger, the MI (near Stockmans Lane) .and 
at Elmfield St in the ~rdoyne area. Elsewhere in Belfast, at 
Chichester st, hoax IEDs were dealt with at the Victoria Centre 
(holdall) and the Royal Courts of Justice (WWII grenade-less 
explosive components). Further hoaz vehicl• IEDs were left outside 
the Court House at Newry and a chip shop at Moyr Co Tyrone. 



.f+ CYCY ++ 
390-04-3JL.JJ: 36 

SUn(liy 29 April 

005 PO 

.. 

0130 hours A shed at a Customs Post at Newry sustained minor damage 
after a small explosion there. 

0342 hours A military foot patrol encountered a hostile crowd at 
Ross St in the Lower Falls area of West Belfast. In the ensuing 
struggle a solider discharged a round from his weapon into the 
ground. Another fired a PBR which hit a civilian in the thigh. He 
was NSI. Two other civilians sustained slight injuries during this 
disturbance and 2 persons were subsequently arrested by the RUC. 

' 
2320 hours A grenade was thrown at a house at Woodgrove, Portadown 
where a prominent member of Sinn Fein lives. He was not at home at 
the time but his 64 year old mother was. She sustained cuts and 
shock but is not reported to be seriously hurt. This is the !econd 
attack in 12 months on the premises. In the last one the mother was 
also injured - sustaining gunshot wounds to the arm/shoulder. 

Mon.day 30 April 
0100 hours In an apparent punishment shooting a man was wounded in 
both legs in the Taughmonagh Estate 1n SW Belfast. 

0130/0153 hours The cars and homes of two Prison Officer living in 
Lisburn were damaged in petrol bomb attacks. 

OTHE.B. 
Friday 27 April 
1705 hours An Army Wessez helicopter crashed at RAF Bishops Court, 
Co Down. One member of the SFs was injured but it is believed not 
seriously. The pilots escaped unhurt. 

BCPs 
Saturday 29 April 
pm Gerda report that BCP 122 in the Rosslea area of Co Fermanagh 
appears to have been re-opened to vehicular traffic. SFs 
investigating. 

Sunday 29 April 
1430 hours An SF patrol disrupted a number of people attempting to 
reopen BCP 121 also in the Rosslea area, The point remains closed to 
vehicular tratfic. 

1530 hours A group of around 60 persons using earth moving equipment 
moved concrete obstacles and in-filled a number of craters at BCP 108 
in the Clogher/Augher area of co Tyione. They were disturbed by a SF 
patrol which was deployed to the are& and withdrew across the 
border. The crossing point remains closed to vehicular traffic. 

PRX&ONS 

Saturday 28 April: 
HMP Belfast 
At around 0100 hours 2739 McCRORY attempted to hang himself in his 
cell. He was unhurt and was subsequently placed in an observation 
cell. 
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HMP Belfast --·- ·-- ·· -· 
The UFF reportedly contacted a Sunday News journalist claiming they 
had carried out 3 attacks against members of prison staff last week. 
This included an apparent murder bid when a weapon allegedly jammed 
as a gunman attempted to attack an officer in North Belfast. The 
alleged actions are linked with the reputed continuing harrassment of 
Loyalist inmates at the prison. 

HMP Magilligan 
AlB/91 G J COUSINS, unlawfully at large since 24 April, was the 
injured party in the armed robbery incident reported above which 
occurred at 1130 hours at Carlisle Circus, Belfast. An RUC guard has 
been posted at the Mater Hospital to watch over him until he is 
considered well enough to be returned to prison custody. 

Monday ao April 
am Officers from HMP. Maze and liMP Maghaberry had their homes/cars 
damaged in petrol bomb attacks (see report above). Another officer 
from HMP Magilligan reported suspicious activity around his home at 
Ballymoney, co Antrim. 

... .. . 

•' : 
. ·' · 

.-:· . 

.. 
.. , .· :.·. ·. · .. ·.· . .. 

' ~ : . . .. . . 
. : , .. 

re,., ... 

. ' 

. 
• • •J 



I refer to my earlier reports on the initiative of the two Maze 
Chaplains (Fr John Murphy and Rev Will Murphy) to move the 
military leadership of the IRA and the UVF towards a political 
solution. As you know, this initiative began in July 1988 with 
the leaderships of both groups in the Maze, and subsequently 
involved the outside leaderships of both groups. It has had the 
support of Four Church Leaders - Cardinal O'Fiaich, Archbishop 
Eames, Bishop Cahal Daly and Bishop Sam Poyntz. The initiative 
has been on-going since that time and has been conducted in 
absolute secrecy. Fr Murphy has specifically asked that the 
Taoiseach be kept informed of the initiative. 

I had a conversation with Fr Murphy on 2 May who indicated that 
they had just concluded a series of intensive discussions with 
the IRA Army Council. Arising from those discussions, the two 
Chaplains had a meeting on 1 May with the four Church Leaders. At 
that meeting, the Chaplains reported that the Army Council had 
clearly indicated to them their willingness to seek an 

// alternative to the campaign of violence and, with this objective 
// in mind, are prepared to enter exploratory discussions with the 

1.t British Government. [There is apparently no question at this 
stage of a cease-fire, though Fr Murphy felt that, in the event 
of any talks, there would, at the very least, be a reduction in 
the intensity of the current campaign.] 

Arising from the discussion between the Chaplains and the ' Four 

) 

Church Leaders, it was agreed that the two Primates (O'Fiaich and 
Eames) will jointly approach the Secretary of State to see 
whether the British Government would be prepared to enter into 
such talks. It was hoped that the approach would be made the 
next day (3 May) or as soon as possible thereafter. 

The Army Council's preference is naturally for such talks to be 
held in public, though they accept that any talks would probably 
have to be conducted in absolute secrecy. The IRA's third, and 
least favoured option, would be for talks involving Sinn Fein. 
[Fr Murphy commented that one thing which has struck him in the 
course of this initiative is the noticeable difference between 
the IRA and Sinn Fein - with Army Council members referring to 
Sinn Fein as merely "the party which is the closest to our view. 11 

Murphy's impression is that not all of the Army Council are 
particularly enamoured with the socialist views being espoused 
by the current urban-based leadership of Sinn Fein.] 

Brendan McMahon 
Anglo/Irish Division 
4 May 1990 

cc Mr M.Collins 
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