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o Mrs. Mar aret Thatcher N.P. 

As your period of office as Prime Minister comes to an end I 
would like to convey to you my congratulations on the 
historic length of your tenure and my best wishes for the 
future. 

I greatly valued the many useful discussions we had on 
Anglo-Irish relations, Community and international affairs, 
culminating in our contacts during the recent Irish 
Presidency of the Community. 

The issues involved in Anglo-Irish relations are difficult 
and complex but I believe that our first meetings in 1980 

commenced a process of placing these relations on a new 
plane. I know you share my earnest wish that the process 

begun by us then will lead to the establishment of a 

framework reflecting the totality of relationships within 

these islands and accepted by all, within which peace can 
come about in Northern Ireland and in which harmony and hope 

will prevail. 

22 November, 1990. 



t t m nt by th T oiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D .. 

on the R igna ion of the British Prime Minister. 

Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, M.P. 

D ii Eireann. 22nd November, 1990. 

I should like to give the Dail the text of the exchange of 

messages between the British Prime Minister and myself 

today. 

The British Prime Minister's message reads as follows: 

"By the time you receive this message, you will probably 

already have heard this morning's announcement from 10 

Downing Street of my decision to make way for a successor, 

and to resign as Prime Minister as soon as the Parliamentary 

Party has completed the necessary procedures for electing a 

new leader. I shall of course remain in charge of the 

Government until my successor has been appointed. 

I should like to thank you for the great co-operation and 

friendship which you have shown me during our time together 

in office, during which so much has been achieved, and I 

send you my warmest good wishes for the future. I know that 

my successor will continue to attach the highest importance 

to the relations between our countries." 

My message was in the following terms:-
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" As your historic term p , . . 

as rime Minister comes to an end I 
would like to convey to 

you my congratulations on your long 
tenure of office and my best wishes for the future. 

I greatly valued the many useful conversations we had and 

the co-operation we were able to achieve in many areas of 

Anglo-Irish relations. I recall too our work together in 

the Councils of the European Community and in international 

affairs at a time of great change. 

I believe that our first meetings in 1980 commenced a 

process of placing relations between our two countries on a 

I h. h can lead to the establishment of a framework new pane w 1c 

reflecting the totality of relationships within these 

islands." 
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sponslbi 11 1 ) to h Community nd 1n my v1 ew we hav eurrend r d 
nough". How could, whil D puty Pr1m Mjn1 ater , speak w1.th equantmlty 

of th Ou en, by Ord r in Council , amendJng a Stutut (th M rchant 
Shipping Act 1988) pass d by tho we tminster Peirl1ament only a y::ar 
e rli r, in ord r that th UK could comply with an 1nter1m order of 
the Europ an Court of Justice - an "act" the necessity for which 
reportedly outraged the Prim Minister. The foreign Secretary to-day 
says that Britain has sacr1r1ced some of 1ts sov reignty 'nd will 
sacrifj ce more. It is not, therefore, correct to say (as have some 
Ministers) that all that lios between the Pr1me Min1ster and Sir Geoffrey 
are questions of tone and presentation, 

However, the Conservative Government will make strenuous efforts to 
restore the appearance of unity and to close ranks around the official 
(Foreign Office) line on Europe , as expressed by Mrs Thatcher 1n her 
formal report on the recent European Council: 

" ... Britain intends to be part of the further political economic 
and monetary development of the European Community. That is 
what the great majority of member states want, too . When we 
come to negotiate on particular points, rather than concepts 
or generalities , I believe that solutions will be found which 
will enable the Community to go forward as Twelve. That will be 
our objective " 

and 
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we fully accept our commitments under the treaties 
~~ coo~erate more closel~ with other countries in the 

mmunity we are determined to retain our fundamental 
to go~ern ourselves through Parliament . I believe that 
the wish of this House and we on this side will do our 
see that it is fulfilled". 

They w~ll hope also, as the new Leader of the House, John McGregor, 

f
. has sa~d~ to_get agreement on the tone and tactics. There is an implicit 

recog~it1on in statements such as this, and in Mr Baker's immediate 
reactions to the exchange of letters between Mrs Thatcher and her 
~eputy, that the Prime Minister's off-the-cuff responses in the Commons, 
in contrast to her formal report on the Summit , were unnecessarily 
trenchant and divisive. 

I 
f 

Indeed, her most strident denunciation of European proposals (No, No, No!) 
was addressed to remarks by Delors at a press conference that he 
wanted the European Parliament to be the democratic body of the Community, 
the Commission to be the Executive and the Council of Ministers to be the 
Senate - proposals which nobody believes to be remotely likely to be 
on the table as serious issues. 

We will have a clearer view of the possible implications of this 
latest European row on the leadership of the Conservative Party and 
on their prospects when we have seen the responset particularly from 
the Conservative backbenches, to the Queen's Speech later this week . 

The Cabinet hope to achieve a closing of ranks and a moderation of 
Mrs Thatcher's tone. If they succeed, their problem on European 
Affairs in the run- up to the General Election would clearly be greatly 
eased by a willingness on the part of the other member States to 
proceed towards EMU and EPU in a pragmatic and step-by-step way and, 
perhaps, by stringing out the IGCs into the second half of 1991; on 
the other hand insistence on qualitative moves involving greater 
supra-national powers for Community inst~tutions woul~ ensu~e a. . 
recurrence of crisis in the party. In either case, given dissatisfaction 
with domestic policies (poll tax, education, NHS) and the poor economic 
prospects including high inflation and interest rates and growing 
unemploym~nt , Tory electoral prospects are increasingly dismal. 

Mr Dermot A Gallagher 
Anglo-Irish Division 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
Dublin 2 

c .c. Mr T Barrington 

Yours sincerely 

,.; 

Andrew O'Rourke 
Ambassador 
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NftllllAft Linsttri' Oc East): It will be 
union if there is 

secuti1tv policy, a common 

The T · : The Deputy is indulg-
ing in a Ii c fantasy at the moment. 

Mr oonan (Limerick East): I am 
entitled to a day's fantasy after the 

iscach's six months' fantasy. 

7. Mr. Dukes asked the Taoiseach if, 
in the margin of the European Council 
meetings on 25 and 26 June 1990, he 
discussed Anglo-Irish affairs with the 
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. 

1be Taoiseach: I had a full meeting 
with the British Prime Minister during 
the course of my recent tour of EC capi
tals in preparation for the European 
Council , and we were in contact regularly 
during the Council. In these cir
cumstances, a special meeting as sug
gested by the Deputy was not considered 
n~. 

Recomta udioll Grants. 

8. Mr. Sheehan asked the Taoiseacb if 
it is bis intention to introdu 
struction grants in the ne 
the restoration of old sto 
historical imponance. 

The Taolsacb: I ve no plans to intro
duce a special sc me of grant assistance 
specifically fo the restoration of old 
stone buil · of historical importance. 
The Na onal Herit~e Coancil. 
however has responsibility for distri
buting ·ona1 lottery funds to heritage 
projects coming within its area of 

1n..r~,__ of the Taoi• 
seacb's pro Jove for historical 
objects and · p and also in view of 
the fact that Minister for the Envir-
onment r ntly introduced special 
grants fo atcbed houses, surely it is not 
beyon be bounds of possibility that a 
simil grant can be extended to stone 
buildings and buildings of historical 
importance. 

The Taobeac:11: That 
National Heritage Co 

Mr. Sbeeban: e Minister for the 
Environment o ised reconstructioo 

chcd houses two weeks 
oonsider including stone 

d other buildings of historical 

The Taoiseadl: It is much better that 
these important buildings be dealt with 
through the National Heritage Council 
who have the expertise to consider the 
whole merits of the building u so on 
and have the capacity to decid hat aid 
should be given. They have n doing a 
very good job and I bear o complaint 
throughout the oo about the 
National Heritage · . They have 
not a very big budg ut they are dispen-
sing their budg very judiciously and 
with great and selectivity. If the 
Deputy is in ted in any stone building 
or any o er building or architectural 
merit should have no hesitation in 
gettin m touch witb~cri--
tage uncil. 

Mr. Sheeball: Will finance be available 
from the National Heritage Council for 
such work? 

I 

Tbe Taoi e1r~: 'Ibey have funds avail· 
able for such work. 



(7 

PARLIA E 
lo M am ere.I oa: cl esday y 27th , 1990. 

' JA1 o. Put dowa ..,.:- DeplltJ Alan Mes 

Dacripcioa: To ask t.be aoiseach if. iJI die ...-pa of die 
European Council aeetiaga oa 25dt aM 26t:b Jtae. 1990 • 
• .e 11 discuss Anglo-lrisll affair• ·t;1a die Pi'1ae lbo:tef:er 
of. rhe ted ingdoa. 

Rdcrred to Dae 

li-~ 
T~~ L?/C 

V (\ ~ 

~ vf'' 
rv-v ~ (CY1t,. ,;), 

I' ~ , 
v-



QUESTION: 

QUESTION NO: 7 

DAIL QUESTION addressed to the Taoiseach 
by Deputy Alan Dukes for answer on 
Wednesday 27th June 1990. 

To ask the Taoiseach if, in the margin of the European 
Council meetings on 25th and 26th June, 1990, he discussed 
Anglo-Irish affairs with the Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom. 

REPLY: 

I had a full meeting with the British Prime Minister during 

the course of my recent tour of EC capitals in preparation 

for the European Council, and we were in contact regularly 

during the Council. In these circumstances, a special 

meeting as suggested by the Deputy was not considered 

necessary. 



Note for Taoiseach's Information 

On 19th June last the Taoiseach answered questions relating to his tour of 
EC capitals, including his meeting with the British Prime Minister. The 
reply stated that in that meeting they also touched on the situation in 
Northern Ireland and noted the progress in the arrangements being made for 
talks on the situation there. The relevant Dail Debates are attached. 



QUESTIONS NOSt 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 

DAIL QUESTIONS addressed to the Taoiaeach 
by Deputies Spring and De Roaaa for answer 
on Tuesday 19th June 1990. 

QUESTION NO: 13 

To ask the Taoiaeach the matters discussed with the British 
Prime Minister at their meeting in London on 13th .June 1990; 
if the current state of Anglo-Irish relations was discussed; 
if the proposals of the Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland for political progress in Northern Ireland were 
raised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 

PROINSIAS DE ROSSA. 

QUESTION NO: 14 

To ask the Taoiseach if he will make a statement regarding 
his meeting of 13th June 1990 with the British Prime 
Minister. 

DICK SPRING. 

QUESTION NO: 15 

To ask the Taoiseach if he will make a statement regarding 
his meetings with the Dutch and Luxembourg Prime Ministers; 
and, in particular, if he will outline the content of those 
discussions insofar as they referred to the removal of 
sanctions against South Africa. 

DICK SPRING. 

QUESTION NO: 16 

To ask the Taoiseach if he will outline the full agenda of 
the European summit Meeting to take place at the end of the 
month; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 

DICK SPRING. 

QUESTION NO: 17 

To ask the Taoiseach if he is planning any meetings on the 
margins of the EC Summit Meeting at the end of the month; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. 

DICK SPRING. 
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o diecloe d tails of these discussions, 

which con id ntial to the participant&, except to say 

ha h di cueeions concentrated on the likely agenda items 

o th Council. I outlined these in my Statement in the 

House on Thursday last . In my meeting with the British 

Prime Minister, we also touched on the situation in Northern 

Ireland and noted the progress in the arrangements being 

made for talks on the situation there. 

The tour was very useful and, as I mentioned in the House 

last week, all my colleagues expressed approval for the 

approach we intend to take. It is clear that we now have 

the basis for a fruitful discussion and concrete decisions 

at next week's meeting, on which I will of course be 

reporting to the House. 

Meetings take place in the margin of a Council in the normal 

course as business requires. It is impossible to say, in 

advance, how many such meetings will occur or when, at the 

Council next week. 



Priae kinuter, Mra. Thatcher, I ahould like to uk h1a to indicate if he 1a 

aatiefied with the PrOQl"NB •de in the Northam Ireland talka, particularly 1n 

dew of ... or the CGNlfflte Mcie 1n recent U.aea by variaua apaknpereane in 

Northern Ireland? Doea the Taoiaeach env1Nge that he will be in• poaitian within 

• ehort lllhile to Mice• atateaent to the Houae with regard to -thoR talks? I 

u61entand that Mr. Brooke will be Mking a etat..ent to the Britiah HauN of CGIIIIOll8 

eoaetia in July and I ahould like to uk the Taoiaeach J.r he expecta to llake • 

atat-.nt at that U. or beforehand. 

The Taoiaeactu All 1 inforaed the Houae, the British Prilla Ninieter and .. 
ayeelf e,cprnaed out aupportfx•••• I u for the talka and our~ 

and appreciation or the efforts that the Secretary or State 1a llllking. I• aware 

of the fact that the Secretary of State, Mr. Brooke, intende to llllke a atatllll8nt 

to the Howle of CGaOnB rattly eoon. I Wldertake to IIOl'litor the aituation 1n that 

regard and aee when it could be appropriate for 11e to 118ke ... ~t fraa 

our end.aa,ullt Of couree, the overriding requireaent 1n thia 1a that neither or 

ua tlhould •ke any atataenta lllhich llight in any way detriaentally affect the proceaa. 

Mr. Springs I llhould like to put • nulllber or queatione to the Taoiaeach 

in relation to hie aeeting with the Britillh Prille Niniater. l concur totally with 

hi• lut reaerk, that we ahould be cautioua 1n theee •ttera. l ahould like to Mk 

the TaoiNach if he would eoneider, yet again, a briefinv for the lMder of the 

Qppoeition Parties in the ttouee u haa been done for all leader• of the part!• 

and others, in Northern Ireland? lxax Will the Taoiae.eh •Y if the quntion of 

the Biraifl9haln Six was raiaed at hi• aeetia,v with the lritillh Prille Ninleter. 

The Taoiancht I do not like I• give particular J.ndicetiana • to w.t wae 

o.r wu not raised but the Deputy can take it that the latter ie • •tt•r .tu.ah ia 

conatantly an the table in all upeob of Aoglo Iriah nlat1Gn41. I ehall have to 

consider, as the talks proceed, hie other requnt. It 1• too early yet to be takJ.ng 

any decision in that regard but u the talka proceed I ehall have to GCNWider very 

carefu.lly how beat to give an indication to the Houae, and indeld to the vaneral 

public, lfhat our position i• in regard to ttwll. 

I 



Mr. Spring, 1n l'elaUan to the latter PDlnt, 1 8hou1d Ulat to ellphM1a 

to the Tao1-..:t1 that I f•l at • aertaJ.n d1Mdvant.aga 1n nlaUon to the 

di•.-.inlUon or infon.tian. lt 'PPNr• that all partiN 1n Nlrtlwm Inland and 

• 9JOd rulber or palit.Jcana in England hav• bNn briefed an llhat 1a happening. 

We are not htlp.1.ng things~ •t IINbnde ditrennt at.ataenta are 1NUed by 

polltictw "'° an n ura or the - puty. I lhould like to ak the taoiNIIClh 

to conaidff briefing ua an • oanridant.tal bllaia. In an effort ·to pt thl -.,port 

of ~1Uon Pftt1N for What le ,tr,!;•and llbvioualy that .ta very .t.aportant, 

he llhould eoneider holdlng .lt • aN eerly ctate • -ttnv with the 1NdllN or the 

OppNition parUN, -..thing tlwt ill long 0¥9 .... 

Tht Tao1Nach1 I can do that, of CGUnll, but the ait...Uan is ditrennt. 

8r1ef1nga, 1n U. - U.t the Otlputy ha nf•rred to, are not taking place. The 

Secretary of Stab is oancu:tlnl) totally ~u diaCUNiW and dialogue with 

the diff•rent parU• Jn Northem Inland. That 1a llhet the proceea .la and then 

1a no quMtion of briefing anybody. 

ProinllJ.u De .,._, Hy ..-rat.anding ta that the s.cnta,r or State .la 

diacuPing •ttera with ... pertin and briafJng othel' pertiN but 1 do not th1nk 

u.t ta • illportant • tha fact thet the lNdera of the partiea in thia HDuN llhau1d 

be aware ·or .twt 1a going on. They ahould be flven ... indication or the outu .. , 
avpid 

at J.wt, or .,...t le being prapo.ed in ordar to __.>Mkinl 1nwla1tiv• etataent.a, 

u were llllda by ... party .,.apla in Northern Inland .in recent U... On that blleia 

1 ahould like ta appeal to the TaoilrMch to canaidar atrongly t.r1er1n9 parUN .t.n 

the HauN.~ 

Section E follows. 

I 



DAIL 
19 .bw 1990. 

The t aoi•each had diacuaaiona with the Pri Mi 
E ae niatera or the varioua llllabera 

of the uropean Coamwuty on the 
queauon or aancuone on South Africa. The 

i ndication in today• 8 newapape 
1 re 8 that aupport for aanctiona 1• falling away. 

In view of the Taoiaeact,•a tri t 
pa O the various capita.la of Europe, will he confira 

that that ia the position and if the . 
re ia •till a atrong delland from the 11,0Ple 

or South Africa that aancuons .... _.1d be 
-wuu •intained? 

The Taoiaeach: I do not accept that support for unctioos ia falling away 

and it 18 not the fP°91tion u 1 t.a'lderatand it or aneaaed it. I naturally diacuaaed it 

as 1 went rCUld the capitals and I have already indicated that there are different 

eaphaais in various capitals about the •tter. I think that the general view among 

all the leaders of the eo..unuy is that they W8M to do the right thing. There 

is • pt.J)Hc debate going on as to what should happenJ ~l of thought ia 

that we should express encouragement, approval and eupport for what President 

de Klerk is attempting to achieve but that it la too early to consider a aove on 

aanctiona. Other views held are that the process is so i11portant that President 

de Klerk llhould be 9iven smne positive indication of our support. That ia the 

state of play at the aoaent and I am eure the •tter will coae up for a .ubetantial 

diacuasion at the Dublin Scanit. I do not wish at this stage to pre-apt the 

outcoae but the Deputy llllows ay position - and that of the Irish Goverl"IIIMlt - in 

relation to this utter. 

Hr . Spri ng: I willh to ask a question in relation to question No. 1S which 

ref erred to sanctions and the position taken by certain Governaenta. Ifill the 

Taoiaeach agree that the position or our Governaent 1a very clear in regard to 

thi s aatter 88 outlined by hi"8elf and the Minister for Foreign Affairs in recent 

weeks and that that is the position which the Taoiaeach will adopt et the Sullllllt 

meeting next week, that we are not in favour or the removal of aanctions avalnat 

South Africa at present? 

The Taoiseschi Yes, that is our national position but, aa the Deputy knows, 

85 Presidency we have to try to achieve a situation which is in the ~t interest 

of the .objective of diB111&ntling apartheid. 



QUESTION: 

QUESTION N01 7 

DAIL QUBSTI add.rea ed to th Taoi 
by Deputy Alan Dukes for an 
Wednesday 27th June 1990. 

eh 
r on 

To ask the Taoiseach if in the margin of the European 
Council meetings on 25th and 26th June, 1990, he discussed 
Anglo-Irish affairs with the Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom. 

REPLY: 

I had a full meeting with the British Prime Minister during 

the course of my recent tour of EC capitals in preparation 

for the European Council, and we were in contact reCJUlarly 

during the Council. In these circumstances, a s~cial 

meeting as suggested by the Deputy w~, 



OUES'l'ION: 

DAIL QUESTION addressed to the Taoiseach 
by Deputy Alan Dukes for answer on 
Wednesday, 27th June, 1990. 

----~------------------------------

OUESTIOB RO 7 

To ask the Taoiseach if, in the margin of the European Council 
meetings on 25th and 26th June, 1990, he will discuss Anglo-Irish 
affairs with the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. 

REPLY: 

I had a full meeting with the British Prime Minister during the 

course of my recent tour of EC capitals in preparation for the 
~ ~ ~ C.-.,,:,-'-c..!r ·~ 

European Council, and • tli L b ,.,.; t] bPx at : kl=t · os during 

the Council .as aecessary. In these circumstances, a special 

meeting as suggested by the Deputy was not necessary. 
~ 

i,;l-{~ 
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ROI TAO 

Snb1ect to veri.ricatirm 

.lleeting between the Taof.aeach and PrUl8 ~ fllatclaer 
i.n Down.i.Dg Streat, 13 Jw lHO 

The Pri.lDe Minister was accoapaniad by bar principal 
Private Secreta..cy Powell. The Taoi.aeach vea aceuwpanfed 
by the undersigned. The aeeting took place over a worki.ng 
lunch, which followed substantial exchanges pi:eceding the 
~unch. It was very relaxed and affable in tone. AltJMJa.Clrb 
it was due to end at 2. 15 p.a. , it in fact extended 11Dtil 
approximately 3.50 p.a. - froa 12.45 p.a. 

Points of note were:-

(1 ) 

( 2 ) 

( 3 ) 

( ~ ) 

( 5 ) 

( 6 ) 

the Pr· e Minister's reading of the Russian situation 
following her recent visit, including her view that 
ICobl would be putting forward a proposal for a credit 
to Russia of $7 bn. to get them OYer tbei.r present 
economic difficulties, in vh.i.ch the C• 1oity voa1.d 
be asked to join. The Prillle Jfi.nister•s view vas that 
this money would best be given by way of grant - and 
in small amounts. She thought that if it were given 
in credits, it would never be repaid; 

her view that sanctions on South Africa were 
irre.levant, as all the countries which purported to 
apply them., in fact,. ignored thea. South Africa vas 
the best economy in Africa and every helps d be 
given towards its developnent; 

her repeated views as to the necessity to 
metamorphose the C ·ssion into a professional civil 
service, without the power of initiative, ose job 
wo ld be to service the Council of Ministers; 

her s~rong view that no further legislative powers 
sho ld be given to Parliament, whatever abo t 
conferring on them powers of monetary supervision and 
control of the C · ssion. She was totally opposed 
to the Belgian/German proposition that powers of co
decision be given to Parliament; 

on the environment, her agreement that if there vere 
to be movement, then all countries, including 
· T .. ailand and India• should aove together. The 
c ity has not tbe right to .t.pose eztra 
restrictions or costs on its industry - without 
corresponding JDOVes elsewhere; 

her agreement with the Taoiseach as to the need for 
the continuance of regular reports on iapleaentaticm 
of directives, particularly those relating to the 
Internal !!arlcet; 
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(7) her statemeut that Britain was withdrawing its 
candidature for the Environment Protection Agency and 
the Trade Marks Office - now that agreement had been 
reached on the location of the Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development in London. She said 
that they were not going to •offend Luxembourg • ; 

(8) her statement of intent to tie sterling to the 
deutschmark, possibly following German economic and 
monetary union, which they would be watching to see 
how it affected the value of the deutschmark and 
interest rates. This was accompanied by a statement 
of her strong opposition to conferring powers on a 
European Central Banlc. Neither would they have 
"anything to do" with Delora III; 

(9) her views on NATO - essential to keep the Atlantic 
relationship green - on the CSCE as the vehicle 
through which the countries of Eastern Europe, the 
USSR, the United States and Europe, - and the Council 
of Europe - as the forum in which the countries of 
Central and Eastern Europe could get together; 

(10) her agreement that something could be included in the 
Community on the International Atomic Energy 
Authority on powers on inspection of nuclear stations 
- in Eastern Germany?; 

(11) her objection to the idea of a European police force 
"above our police forces"; 

( 12) her appreciation of the Taoiseach's condolences on 
the recent murder of soldiers and on Lord O'Neill's 
death. There was also some very brief discussion on 
Northern Ireland; 

( 13) her agreement on a "anodyne" statement on China -
with possibly a statement on the USSR - depending on 
the situation at the time of the Summit. They wish, 
in particular, to encourage the drawing up of 
association agreements with the countries of Eastern 
Europe, particularly Poland, and Hungary, as well as 
Czechoslovakia. They will also be looking for the 
Conunission report on German unification. 

Following some general comments by the Prime Minister on 
her attendance that morning at the opening of the Great 
Ormond Street hospital, towards which private sources had 
contributed more than E52m, the Prime Minister went on to 
describe her Russian visit. 
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Prime Minister: Popov is a most remarkable person. He 
and Gorbachev are now singing the praises of Milton 
Friedman. They were saying "You can't have a market 
economy without the right to private property•. They 
were quite unequivocal on this. 

Now they have trouble with the Ukraine. It has been 
repressed for years. Now it has the right to express 
itself. There is no administrative structure of 
Government there. Nobody quite knows how relations 
between the Republic and the Centre are governed. Yeltsin 
is deeply involved in this sort of operation. He has 
recently passed, or asked for, a law repealing legislation 
passed by the Central Government. That just is not 
possible - constitutionally. 

They still have no concept of how to run things. There 
are no goods in the shops. They are decreeing increases 
of 200% in the price of bread - ignoring the fact that the 
country is made up of a vast number of different regions 
in which different conditions obtain. The Ukraine is not 
accepting this type of dictate and will not accept the 
200% increase which the USSR is trying to impose 
everywhere. 

I think that Gorbachev will soon be asking for money. I 
want to help him. But he has no framework on which to 
operate. There are no companies, no banks, no tax 
incentives or proper systems of taxation and no private 
property. They just haven't got the know-how. They have 
no professional civil service. Gorbachev thinks up an 
idea and speaks about it but there is no-one to carry it 
out. He then goes away and in a few day's time thinks up 
another idea and talks about it also. He is concerned 
about the relationships between NATO and the Warsaw Pact. 
we must think of how to help Gorbachev and allay their 
fears. 

I was in Kiev and while there visited Babyna(?) Valley. 
The Germans were there in 1941 and 1942. They ordered all 
the Ukraine mothers and children in the area into the 
valley and murdered 30,000 of them together .. The Russians 
lost 27 million people, dead, in the war. Kiev when the 
Germans occupied it in 1941 had a population of 850,000. 
When they left in 1943 the population was 150,000. 

Taoiseach: That lingers! 

Prime Minister: Of course - and with us also. Now -
to Europe. Please tell me about what is happening. 
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Taoiseach: Things are on course. I don't think 
you will have any great problem. As we see things now, 
the main agenda will be political union, economic and 
monetary union, the environment, drugs, the seats of the 
institutions and, later, South Africa. 

Prime Minister: Yes, sanctions. They are totally 
irrelevant. Do you not see what countries are doing 
behind their silence? 

Taoiseach: There is a fair degree of support for 
some signal of encouragement for De Klerk ..... . 

Prime Minister: Yes, the French, the Germans, the 
Japanese will all talk of supporting sanctions. But what 
are they doing in practice? There are more German and 
Japanese cars in South Africa now than there are in 
Europe .... 

Taoiseach: There was a general feeling that we 
should give De Klerk some positive support. 

Prime Minister: Yes - of course. Not only that - what 
they most need is investment. You cannot get the standard 
of living up without investment. The best economy in 
Africa now is South Africa. And Europe? 

Taoiseach: On political union, we asked Foreign 
Ministers to give us a paper on the co-ordination of 
foreign policy. Most people seem to have been fairly 
happy with this ...... . 

Prime Minister: It won't make a blind bit of 
difference. You will always have Kohl/Mitterrand's 
statements on foreign policy. 

Taoiseach: We will not have much trouble in 
taking your point on board - about what political union is 
not to be. 

Prime Minister: The word is wrong. What we are 
talking about really is EPC. 
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Taoiseach: On EMU, we should welcome the first 
stage on 1st July; and say that ECOFIN will take up the 
wor~ from there, under the Italian Presidency. 
Incidentally, the ECOFIN Ministers yesterday had a 
breakthrough on tax legislation for corporations. After 
21 years -

Prime Minister: (apparently misunderstanding) - we 
don't want worker participation. 

Taoiseach: No, not that. What happened is 
regarded as a good breakthrough. 

Prime Minister: Is it doing away with restrictions? I 
am not having Papandreou telling me how I must manage 
part-time workers and night shift workers and all that 
sort of petty interference -

Taoiseach: - then went on to explain what the 
three directives had dealt with. 

Prime Minister: The Commission was nee a ry forth 
European Community to start off but it ie tot lly non
democratic power structure now. It ie not reepon ibl to 
the European Parliament or to ny oth r p rli Wh t 
we ne d ther is a proper prof aaional civil rvic 
e rve the Council of Minist r. We must m tamo 
into that. 

.m 

forth 

r: 

W don't I don't dis ;r 
Europ an Parli ant, ny 

C putl I ia not p rli n 

Your id 
good on • 

bout ;iv n; t pow a o 

n 

Prime r I Y e, h y should hav pow r• o 
inspection of th Commieeion. East rn Europ • ry n; o 
get to democratic eyet m. And who !1 d alin; with them? 
It is now O lors - am r ppoint 
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We must see that we do not just pass 
we must see that they also get implemented. 

On that, Britain is at the head of the league. We will 
have 'tO get the others up to speed. Then on the 
environment -

Prime Minister: First, on that, we must all move 
together, including the developing countries. We can't 
put restrictions on our industry when Thailand, and India, 
and other countries, take advantage of what we are doing. 
There must be a systematic approach. We can't impose 
increased costs on part of industry in the world and not 
on other parts. Water, beaches, incineration at sea, 
sludge, etc. - they are all involved. We must not seek 
to complete at the earliest date. We must seek steady 
progress and complete the work steadily ..... . 

Taoiseach: I accept what you say about the need 
to review all directives. Many countries are talking 
about doing things but are not actually doing them. 

Prime Minister: Yes - we must continue the regular 
reports on implementation. 

The UK, the Dutch and you - we have the same type of law. 
We have a common law heritage - where courts are required 
to look at texts. It is different in Europe. Look at 
what the European Court is doing. Its judgements are 
giving more powers to the Commission -

Incidentally, your Commissioner MacSharry is doing a very 
good job. The French have bovine rabies and a disease 
called la Vache Tremblant but they won't admit it. Your 
cattle raising methods are nearer to nature than ours .••. 

The days of appointed Commissioners must be numbered. We 
must give power to the Council of Ministers: I am not 
handing over authority to a non-elected bureaucracy. 
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Taoiseach: I know 
Minl.. t b your view that the Council of · s ers, Y representing t · 
dem . na ional parliaments, gives 

ocratic legitimacy. 

Prime Minister: Germany is buying support in this. 
She is dealing with Portugal, the Greeks, and others •.. 

Taoiseach: On the Structural Funds, we had a run 
in recently with the Conunission. On the operational 
pro~r~es, they are seeking to go behind the government 
decisions and enter into every detail of the programme. 

Prime Minister: They would. They are just a new 
Politburo. 

Taoiseach: The Commission set up the original 
Structural Fund allocation of approximately £2.Bm for 
Ireland and then took a reserve for themselves. They are 
trying to deal direct with our authorities - like Bord 
Failte Eireann and local authorities - overriding the 
national government, in relation to this reserve -

Prime Minister: 
bureaucracy. 

And they are a non-elected 

Taoiseach: They are going to our local 
authorities and inviting groups over to Brussels. They 
are going behind the back of the government. 

Prime Minister: The deciding body must be the Council 
of Ministers. We must take away the power of initiative 
of the Commission. Can we get this through? 

Taoiseach: I don't think so. There is another 
appalling proposal in the second draft on the document on 
political union. This is the Belgian/German suggestion on 
co-decision. We will be relying on you. 

Prime Minister: Yes. On German union, Mitterrand, 
Gonsalez, and? were all against rapid unification, along 
with me. But I was left to oppose the proposals 
singlehanded. Now I tell them all you got what you didn't 
want. 
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The me7ting then broke for lunch, so e d · over which there was iscussion on Calvaco Silva, Go 1 
van den Broek. nsa ez, Lubbers and 

Taoiseach • On th . . . too h ·f e institutions, I am not putting 
d"ff1!1'1c

1 
° ~ money on progress. There is great 

1 icu.ty with Luxembourg/Strasbourg and Eurofed. I 
would like to get decisions on the Environment Protection 
Agency, and possibly on the Trade Marks Office - but I am 
not completely optimistic. 

Prime Minister: We were looking for the Trade Marks 
Office and the Environment Protection Agency but now that 
we have got the BERO we will not be pushing our case for 
these. We are not going to offend the Luxembourgers. 

I am getting completely fed up with the European Community 
trying to tie us up with bureaucratic regulations. We are 
trying to get Eastern Europe to accept democratic 
standards and here we are re-creating our own Politburo! 
Thy are just too much. 

Taoieeacht France has had too much. It has the 
• at or th director or secretary-general of the European 
Parliam nt, th OECD, the Council of Europe, the IMF, and 
th Commission. 

We must not let down Luxembourg. 

On th d utschmark, I do not know how German economic and 
mon tary union will aff et the valu. Or how interest 
rat will b aff et d. I am, however, certain that a 
European c ntral bank is not going to decide on our 
conomic or fin nci l policy. We are not givinq that 

pow r to c ntral bank gov rnore. Our aim ia to keep 
1n l tion down. That 11 why we are aiming to go for the 
du schmark. Th G .rmans have had experience of inflation 

nd thy k p th ir currency like a gold standard. But 
h t do not m nth t w ccapt c ntral bank of the 

Tw lv . Thy would not h v the same will to fight 
n l tion as th G rmans hav. They would think of 
conomic growth nd jobs nd inflation - as equal 

obj ctiv a, and mix them all up. All we want is an 
ctiv gold tand rd - nd th dautschJnark provides us 

with that. 

What do you think of the proposals for 
tion of economic policies? 



ROINN AN TAO G 

Uimhir . ... .............. . 

Prime Minister• 
We want a gold.stand:edarednoht going to be dictated to. 
you give awa our r an t e deutschmark does it. If 
sovereignty.yin tal~~ers of ta~ation, you have lost your 
have had a rush of blind of a single currency, Delora must 
have a single oo to the head. We are not going to 

currency. 

~owell mentioned the Goldsmith speech at this point and 
its reference to a cartel arrangement. The Prillle Minister 
asked abo~t the Greenspan speech and added that a single 
c~rrency is not necessary. We will have nothing to do 
with Delors III. 

Taoiseach: 
CSCE? 

What are your views on NATO and the 

Prime Minister: NATO is vital. We have had 45 years 
peace in Europe now - longer than ever before - due to 
NATO. We have to keep it to keep the Atlantic 
relationship green. NATO is vital and it is vital that a 
united Germany be in NATO. People talk about a free trade 
area with the US and Canada and possibly Mexico. If we do 
not go in this direction, then the .Americans may well join 
up with Japan. NATO is the forum in which we can discuss 
things with the United States. 

And the CSCE is the only organisation through which we can 
have regular political consultations involving the US, the 
USSR, and all 35 countries together. I am suggesting that 
Foreign Ministers should meet in that framework twice a 
year. 

Then the Council of Europe is the framework in which the 
c ountries of Eastern Europe could join together. We don't 
need new institutions. 

Taois ach: 
t o Dublin. 

Prime Minister: 

Taoiseach: 

I was thinking of inviting De Maiziere 

You can't .....•.••••. 

Only to the lunch. 



ROINN AN TAOISIGH 

Uimhir .. ............. ..... , 

- 10 .. 

Pr I b 
the Group of s ven elieve that Rohl will be raising at 
for the USSR f meeting the question of a loan of E7 bn 
back. I wouldorr~~:sumer goods. They won't pay that 
amounts by waypof r to see aid being given in smaller 
eontrib~ 1 grant. He will talk about the 
Russian ~r~n Germany is making towards the cost of keeping 

. opa on German soil and say that is his 
con ribution and he will use this argument to try and get 
contributions from the countries of the connnunity. But we 
re ll h lping Eastern Europe at present. And the 

Portugu se will say "What about us?" I know that it is 
n C as ry to keep Gorbachev in power but we must think. 

Tao s eh: On a nuclear inspectorate, there are 
many dang rous power plants in Eastern Europe. Countries 
are worried about this - like the Danes and the 
Lux mbourgers. 

What would you say to a nuclear 
? 

t r: We have an inspectorate of our own. 
:..::;..=;::h:=-v:.==o=n~-o=perated through the International Atomic 

gy Ag ncy which does inspection work. France does not 
going through that. Why put in another system? 

The proposal is that they monitor 
ions . 

: Inspectors are rare birds. They have 
;.......~.;;;_;..::.;:;=-=.:..:::...;;;-=.lif'c tions. We have had to increase their 

o g t them - I suppose there would not be 
o spot check monitoring. 

On th question of drugs, Kohl 
ol c fore, like a European FBI. I think he 
ng th t phr s . 

What bout Interpol? We cannot have a 
bov our own police forces. 
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Taoiseach: 
some form of 6 • What I think he is talking about is 

yndicate or co-operation. 

Powell: ·ct There is something due on the pol1.0 cing 
si e before the end of the yea r - some form of report. 

Taoiseach: The Celad had produced a report which 
we will be considering at Dublin. 

Prime Minister: 
crime as well. 

It would have to deal with violent 
I think Kohl would go along with that. 

Taoiseach: Let me say now how sorry I was.at the 
recent deaths of so many soldiers. Also I would like to 
convey my sympathy on what happened at Lord McAlpine's 
house. 

Prime Minister: Yes. He had a daughter of seven. He 
has left the house for some time. 

Taoiseach: 
great effort. 

Prime Minister: 

Taoiseach: 

Secretary of State Brooke is making a 

Yes. He is honest in every way. 

And skilful. 

Incidentally, Portugal mentioned that she might be raising 
the question of China at the Dublin Summit. 

Prime Minister: Yes. They have some concerns in 
Macao. 

Taoiseach: What do you think? 

Prime Minister: Yes. We could have some anodyne 
things in a statement. They cannot remain immune from the 
democratic process forever. I have been thinking of 
Gorbachev and glasnost. Maybe he got things in the wrong 
order. He gave powers of criticism before he had got his 
economy right. 
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Will we need a statement on the USSR 

Powell 
There is a lot to be said for 

something on Eastern Europe - to encourage association 
agreements. 

p . Mi . 
rune. nister: Yes - particularly with Poland and the 

question of their borders. Germany is playing a very 
devious game here. Also with Hungary - I have spoken to 
Nemuth. Czechoslovakia, with Havel, is also worthy of 
attention. Have you read his speeches? 

There then followed some general discussion on the East 
German negotiation and on German tactics during the war, 
as well as some more general conversation. 

Dermot Nally 

14 June 1990 

c.c. Secretary Cromien, Department of Finance. 

Secretary Dorr, Department of Foreign Affairs. 

Assistant Secretaries Murphy and Barrington, 
Department of Foreign Affairs. 
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Proinsias De Rossa: Would you like n 
few le sons? 

The Taoiseach: That might be putting 
it mildly. 

Proinsias De Ros.,a: Would the Taoi
seach admit that congres expre sed very 
strong opposition to the privati ation of 
Irish Life and that this is t ir public 
position? 

Disappe ance of Yeats Poem. 
8. Mr. alon asked the Taoiscach if 

an unpu ished poem by W. 8. Yeats 
lnscript' n for a Christmas Card in the 
poet's wn handwriting has disappeared 
from the National Library collect1on: and 
if he will make a statemenc on the matter. 

The Taoiseach: The director of the 
National Library recently notified mv 
Department that a small greeting card. 
containing the text of an unpublished 
poem by W. B. Yeats. could not be 
located. The director of the library 

Anglo-Irish R latlons. 

9. Prolnslas De Ro a o kccJ the 
Taoiseach if Anglo-Iri h rclution were 
discu scd at hi meeting with the Briti h 
Prime Minister in L ndon on 20 April. 
1990; and if he will make u tatcment on 
the matter. 

10. l'vtr. Sprln~ a ·keu the Taoiscuch if 
be will make a statement regarding hi 
meeting with the British Prime Minister 
in London on W April 1990 in so far as 
Anglo-Irish relations ure concerned. 

The Taolseach: I propose to take Ques
tion Nos. 9 and 10 together. 

The primary purpose of my meeting 
with the British Prime Mini tcr was to 
have an exchange of views with her on 
the issues which were subsequently con· 
sidcred at last Saturday's special Euro• 
i,ean Council meeting in Dublin. 
Deputies will be aware that, as President 
of the European Council. I had im,lnr 
meetings with all !he other EC leaders. I 
also had a hort exchange of views with 
1hc Bricish Prime Minister on current 
matters in Anglo-Irish rcl.mons. 

Proinsia De Ro !IO: Could 1he 



l 
Mr l 

~ T o b: trictly speaking, I 
think Protocol comp ls me to do no more 
than refer the J?eputy to the joint state• 
ment .that was a sued after the meeting. 
That 1 the customary practice. 

Mr. Spring: Could I ask the Taoiseach, 
in relation to his discussions with Mrs. 
Thatcher, if any talks were held in 
relation to the potential for talks between 
the constitutional parties in Northern 
Ireland and if he can inform us, the 
elected Members of the House, if there 
are any developments in that area? 

The Taoiseacb: In my meeting with the 
British Prime Minister it was just referred 
to in passing. We did not go into any 
details on it. We just hope that something 
important will emerge. 

Mr. J. Bruton: Is it not the case that 
the Taoiseach said at the press con
ference after the meeting that he would 
be prepared to . consider a~y rep
resentations that might be made lll regard 
to deficiencies in the operation of the 
Irish extradition legislation? Would. he 
indicate if his statement on that occasion 
is consistent with statements s~b
sequently made in the House ~ the Min
ister for Justice last week, which seem to 
indicate the opposite? 

The Taoiseach: The Minister for Jus
tice and myself are in complete agree
ment on this matter. 

Mr. J. Bruton: You seem to be saying 
different things. 

The Taoiseach: No. 

Mr. J. Bruton: I think the record will 
indicate that that is so. 

The Taot.eacb: re it always my dary 
to consider any seriou, repraentaliom 
made to me on any matter of .,._ 
interest. As of now I do not iDt.ead to 
institute any changes in ~ extrdtioo 
arrangements. 

Mr. J. Bruton: Were representatiom 
made to the Taoiseach in this matter by 
the British Prime Minister? 

The Taoiseach: No. 

Central Statistics Office. 

11. Mr. J. Higgin., ask the Ta. 
seach if he is satisfied · the terms of 
reference of the Cen Statistics Oflce; 
if there are other eas which be feels 
should be brou within the scope of the 
office; and if will make a statemcntoa 
the matter 
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DAIL 9uESTIO~S addressed to the Taoiseach b 
Deputies Proinsias De Rossa and Dick sprin y 

for answer on Tuesday, 1st May, 1990. 
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' 

QUESTION HO. 9 

T~ ask t~e Ta~iseach if Anglo Irish relations were discussed at 
his.meeting with the British Prime Minister in London on 20th 
April, 1990; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 

PROINSIAS DE ROSSA 

QUESTION NO. 10 

To a~k th7 Taoiseach if he will make a statement regarding his 
meetin~ with the British Prime Minister in London on 20th April, 
1990, in so far as Anglo Irish relations are concerned. 

DICK SPRING 

REPLY: 

I propose to take Questions 9 and 10 together. 

The primary purpose of my meeting with the British Prime Minister 

was to have an exchange of views with her on the issues which 

were subsequently considered at last Saturday's special European 

council meeting in Dublin. Deputies will be aware that, as 

President of the European Council, I had similar meetings with 

all of the other E.C. leaders. 

I also had a short exchange of views with the British Prime 

Minister on current matters in Anglo-Irish relations. 



Note for Taotseach 1 1 tnforaation 

1. The text of the Joint Statement issued following the Taoiseach ' s 
meeting with the British Prime Minister on 20 April is attached. 

2. Press reports following the meeting quoted the Taoiseach as being 
hopeful about political progress in Northern Ireland - an issue Nhich was 
11 discussed briefly" at his meeting with the British Priae Minister. The 

Taoiseach also said that both he and the Prime Minister agreed that security 
cooperation between Ireland and Britain was good and improving. He said 
that extradition "had been barely touched on° and that the meeting generally 
was "very affable 11

• Copies of these press reports are attached. 

3. It is not the practice to go into detail on the content of meetings of 
this nature. 



MEETING BETWEEN THE TAOISEACH AND THE PRIME MINISTER 

JOINT STATEMENT 

The Taoiseach, Mr Charles J. Haughey T.D., and the Prime Minister, The Rt 

Hon Mrs. Margaret Thatcher M.P., met this afternoon at 10 Downing Street 

for about one and a half hours. The meeting was one of a series which 

the Taoiseach bas been holding with other E.C. leaders over the past few 

weeks in preparation for the special meeting of the European Council 

which is to be held in Dublin on 28 April. 

The Taoiseach and the Prime Minister also had a short exchange of views 

on current matters in Anglo-Irish relations, following the meeting of the 

Anglo-Irish Conference which took place in London yesterday. 

20 Apri 1 1990 
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• • un1on1sts 
Dublin's 
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stance 

From Ella Sb•o•b@o, 
In London 
POLITICAL frogresa in Northern 
Ireland was ~~ ~riefty and 
extradition wasare y touched 
on", according to the Taoiseach, 
Mr Haughey, after his talks in 
London with the British Prime 
Minister, Mn Thatcher, yester· 

iDI to act the political parties in 
Northern lreWMi together to talk 
to blm about politicil ~- It 
was no more "t*!fic than that. u 
"He is just connnuing bil efforts. 

day. 
These matters bad been dealt 

with in detail at the previous 
day's meeting of the An~o-Irish 
Conference, be said. The Confer
ence meeting was resumed yes
terday for about an hour, when it 
is understood the two Govern· 
mentll finalised their approach to 
the unionist parties in Northern 
Ireland. As a result of their 
detailed discussions, the Secre· 
tary of State for Northern Ireland, 
Mr Peter Brooke, will be able to 
convey the views of the Irish 
Government on a very wide range 
of issues to the unionist leaders 
when he meets them again soon. 

Mr HauP,eY said his 1 YJ-hour 
meetin! with Mrs 'lbatcher had 
been • very affable" and a Down· 
ioa Street source deacribed it as 
"a relaxed and useful meeting". 
Only about 10 per cent of the 
meetinf was devoted to Issues of 
Analo- ri1h concern. 

We have to be as helpful as we 
can in that proceu ... 

Asked whether Mr Brooke WU 
now in a ~tlon to speak on 
behalf of the Irish Government lD 
talks with the unionists, Mr 
Haughey said the Government I 
spoke for itself. But be added: 
''He could certainly CX>mtJ tit 
im~ion to the parties in 
Norttre Ireland~ rilh 
Oo ud ' 
~ ~ [ii(M_.ggppl 

" ~ -·~ 
greu. 

Mt Haughl!V descdbed blllllelf 
a "a~~ .. about .,....-1n d1lt ania. 

Extradition, he said, bad been \ 
"barely touched on". He and Mn 
Tbatcller agreed that eecurity c:e
o~ration between Ireland and 
Britain WU aOCJd and imprcM~· 

Mn Thatcher, be uld, bad 
"expreued her views on the 
recent Supreme Court dedslom 
in a vague way". It wu an 
amiable exchange. "We always 
have friendly, cordial, beneficial 
discuUions and this wu one of 
thole kind of meetinga." 

Mr Haughey aald no import
ance ahoula be attached to the The Taoiseach said he "wo d 

be hopeful" about P.Olitioal 
greta in Northern 1toland. " it's 
only a question of giving .ore 
time to it in dialopo, wo certaanlY 
wouldn't stint our efforts in thf• 

fact that Thursday's mectina of 
the Analo-Irish Conference had 
been resumed yesterday momlna, 
The one-hour r u d 

regard." 
The Socreta,y 

Northern Inland 
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To ask the Taoiseach if he will make a statement regardinq 
his meeting with the British Prime Minister in London on 2.0th 
April 1990.-Dick Spring. 
For ORAL answer on Wednesday 25th April, 1990. 

t 
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OUESTIOI : q ID 

DAIL QUESTIONS addressed to the Tao1seach by 
Deputies Pro1ns1as De Rossa and D1ck Spring, 
for answer on Tuesday, 1st Nay, 1990. 

QUESTION NO: ~ 

To ask the Taoiseach if he will outline the matters discussed at his meeting 
with the British Prime Minister in London on 20th April; if Anglo-Irish 
relations, as well as EC matters, were discussed; and if he will aake a 
statement on the matter. Proinsias De Rossa 

QUESTION NO: )() 

To ask the Taoiseach if he will make a statement regarding his meeting with 
the British Prime Minister in London on 20th April, 1990. - Dick Spring. 

REPLY: 

I propose to take Questions q and 10 together. 

The primary purpose of my meeting with the British Prime Minister was to 

have an exchange of views with her on the issues which were subsequently 

considered at last Saturday's special European Council meeting in Dublin. 

Deputies will be aware that, as President of the European Council, I had 

similar meetings with all of the other E.C. leaders. 

I also had a shortxexchange of views with the British Prime Minister on 

current matters in Anglo-Irish relations. 
». ,
- fq 
~ -,.,.,,,,. 



END of internal file 
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(The Tuaiste.) terms of pollible talks with umorus1 
IDA, we have now created the invest· representatives for well over a year. with 
mcnt base on which we should proceed DO conaete rosults? Does be mmider it 
to create the jobs. might be time for the Government to 

take some initiatives with a view to 
Mr· J. Bruton: You have not got the removing the roadblod: that seems to 

jobs. exist in the way of these wb rather 
than simply sitting there expressing their 

re were not high willingness to talk without pre-

~ T~· at is the purpose of 
this exerctse t we could not engage in 
it if we had ot got the investment and 
industrial ase that has been created 
through e efforts and the work of the 
ID A cler the direction of this Govern-

. S. Barrett: Would the Tanaiste 
n agree it would be a good idea that. 
apart from the NESC examining this very 
serious matter , an all-party committee of 
this House would have the opportunity 
of considering such problem? Will he 
agree that the G emrnent have con
sistentlv refuse offers from this side of 
the House t dea1 with our most basic 
problem, at 1s tax reform? 

An eann Comhairle: That clearly is a 
separate matter . 

Discus.wm with Unionist Political V 
llepresentativ~. /\ 

4. Mr. J. Bruton asked the Taoiseach 
the present position in regard to his 
invitation to political representatives of 
unionism to meet him without pre
conditions; and if he will take any further 
steps in order to allow such discussions 
to proceed. 

The Tanaiste: My invitation stands. I 
have made clear that l would p)ac.e no 
restrictions on the agenda for such a 
meeting and that I have a completely 
open mind about the structure. venue or 
channels for any discussion that might be 
envisaged. 

Mr. J. Bruton: Would the Tanaiste 
agree the Taoi~ach has been talking in 

conditions? Would the T6naiste agree 
that some initiatives might be taken by 
the Government to try to readJ out to 
the unionist community, without whom 
we cannot have a satisfactory solution to 
this problem'! 

The Tanalste: I think the Deputy is 
aware of the relevant meeting in this con
text with the Ministers for Justice and 
for Foreign Affairs at the Anglo-Irish 
Conference last Friday and Saturday. 
which dealt with this matter and which ! 
shows an element of progress. Tbe Taoi-
seach 's subsequent meeting with the Bri
tish Prime Minister indicates that thi~ 
matter is at present proceeding alon{? the 
lines we would wish in a constructive 
manner . That is the precise up-to-date 
position which is really in context as far 
as the Deputy's question is concerned. 

Mr. J. Bruton: Would the Tanaiste 
agree that there have been many hopeful 
sigm like this before. only to find that 
events occurred which subsequent)~ 
dashed those hopes? Does be at least 
consider that the Government. rather 
than simply expressing a willingness to 
engage in these talks. should find out b~ 
whatever channels are available to them 
the actions they could take which would 
be within their own policy parameters 
and which would perhaps represent some 
form of enticement to the Unionist com
munity to enter into dialogue? In other 
words. the Government must not adopt 
what appears to be a rather passive 
approach in this matter. 

The Tuaiste: All I can do is to repeat 
what I have just said, that two Govern
ment Ministers and the Taoiscacb are 
very much involved in furthering this pro
cess. A meeting took place on Friday and 

; 
.... ·• 
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lftd, hopdully, 

Mr. J. Bruton: Hear, hear. 

TM Tualstt: Deputy umt ha 
advanced a reasonable v.ew. which J 
share. of the manner m which thi wholr 
matter should be awroachcd at present 

DubUJl Summit. 

5. Mr. J. Bruton asked the Taoiscach 
thr anangcment . if any. he a made 
to com,ult the uropean P 1amc:nt in 
advance of the Dublin S mil in fulfil· 
mcnt of hr!! 1tatemcn1 · Oji! ireann of 
27 March 1990. 

. c Irish Presidency has 
opriatc Ste~ in lh1 reprd. 

Mr. J. 8ruCon: h the Tinailte aw 
that the Taoi1each 1tated in the Ho on 
27 March that he Wti con,ide · tome 
panicuh,r initiatives to consul e uro· 
pcan Parliament in adva f this week· 
end's Summit? Will indicate what 
initiativ~ t~ Taoi h or the Jrilh 
Government took con,ult Parliament 
smcc r, March t bad DOI been under· 
way previously? 

Mr. J. I : I do, but w Id 
qrec dlat in addition 

what mi t be ICCft u ttmply I sym I 
appear ce by the President of me p.,. 
liamen ere should be I bener 11 
liihed i.Dltitutk>nal · nk berween 
cuncnt Presidency and tbe Parliament 
aecretariat on an on-aoin bu' an • 
bour.1: with a vacw 10 emurin that 
Pre 1dency propoul• at the wnmit re 
resent u near 'bit the ¥ICWI of 
Parliament? 

Tlat T.......,: At tbe end of our · 
month Pre11dency I bcli~r we wlll 
receive certaan approballon on 
matter. We blve awk' 1 potnt cul 
uvatina uceptiooaJJy fOOd r m with 
the Parliament and · ntee, That 
1w already been IC ICd Ill J I• 
urc of the lrilh n:y IDd it b led 
to ucc:eMful · i tton and de r nee 
by the P amcat of maff) mitten that 
were blocked iD reprd 10 the Par, 
I' t 1t1ell and I rclataons with 

uncil of Miru11er1 and tlw c.on,. 
n. 

I will refer briefty IO divenc cue, and 
decision• in reprd ID the 1int 1t1 of 
EMU. die esa.bliabment of the uropean 
Envuomnent Apnc;y. tbc revision of tbc 

ve rear ftnandaJ penpecdvc and 
mulu-annual framework prosrammc in 
retearcb aad development . 1bae are 
some al lbe areu where bi ka bid 
arilen. By reuon of our ,peaal 1rr1np, 
menu for replar day to-day oom«t 

,, , , 
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MEETING BETWEEN THE TAOISEACH AND THE PRIME MINISTER 

JOINT STATEMENT 

The Taoiseach, Mr Charles J. Haughey T.D., and the Prime Minister, The Rt 

Hon Mrs. Margaret Thatcher M.P., met this afternoon at 10 Downing Street 

for about two hours. The meeting was one of a series which the Taoiseach 

has been holding wjth other E.C. leaders over the past few weeks in 

preparation for the special meeting of the European Council which is to 

be held in Dublin on 28 Apri 1. 

The Taoiseach and the Prime Minister also had a short exchange of views 

on current matters in Anglo-Irish relations, following the meeting of the 

Anglo-Irish Conference which took place in London yesterday. 

20 April 1990 
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SUBJECT TO VERIFICATION. CONFIDENTIAL. 

Meeting between the Taoiseach and P.M. Thatcher 
on 20th April 1990. 

1. The Taoiseach met the Prime Minister in a drawing 
room in No. 10 Downing Street. The Prime Minister 
was accompanied by her principal Private 
Secretary, Mr. Charles Powell. The Taoiseach was 
accompanied by the undersigned. The meeting 
lasted about one and a half hours and was affable 
and constructive. 

This note uses direct speech but does not purport to 
reproduce exactly what was said. After the usual 
preliminary remarks, the Prime Minister mentioned that 
the Taoiseach had been meeting President Mitterrand and 
Chancellor Kohl and had more recently come from his 
meeting with the Danish Minister ..... . 

·Taoiseach: Yes. He was upset about the 
Kohl/Mitterrand letter. 

Prime Minister. Why wouldn't he be? 

Taoiseach: Foreign Ministers will be meeting 
tomorrow and will probably be 
discussing Lithuania. Some may be 
supportive. We must be very careful 
on this. 

Prime Minister: We don't want to sacrifice all the 
good. The consequences could be 
enormous. They must follow the 
constitutional route to secession. We 
must remember the territory was given 
to Lithuania from the Byelo-Russian 
Republic. There are Russian defence 
troops and questions involved. We 
must not come down firmly on one side 
or the other - at present. Compared 
with other problems, this one can be 
solved by discussion. We must not 
ruin that prospect. 

Taoiseach: Yes - I agree we must not give too 
much encouragement - that could be 
dangerous. 

Prime Minister: What is involved is not a negotiation 
between two sovereign States. At the 
same time, we are not saying "you 
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can't secede." The Russians are being 
quite responsible at present. After 
all - they have -

(l} given territory to the Lithuanians, 

(2} defence needs in the area. 

They have given a triangle of land - a corridor from 
Byelo-Russia to Lithuania. They will want that back 
from them. We can't say one way or the other before 
both have continued further with their discussions. 

Britain never recognised the absorption of Lithuania 
into the U.S.S.R. We must bear in mind the Helsinki 
accords. They must get involved in the Helsinki 
process. At the same time, Gorbachev will say "we are 
not talking about frontiers. There are not two 
sovereign States involved here. 

·Taoiseach: I am glad to have your views on this. 
I will tell Gerry Collins that he must 
be careful in any statement or 
announcement from the meeting. 

Prime Minister: At the same. time, if trade coercion 
goes on, we might have to start 
thinking again. We could perhaps look 
at the slowing down of co-operation or 
deferring meetings - but we would have 
to do this slowly and gently. 

Taoiseach: Yes that would be better. 

Prime Minister: All this could come up at the Summit, 
without warning. Without it, we will 
have far more than enough to do. The 
whole thing could become indigestible. 
We must look at the effect of German 
Union on -

(1) the C.A.P. 
(2) trade. 

I know there must be certain 
derogations. If we do not manage this 
right, Germany will undercut us in 
every market. Did Helmut mention the 
question of a timetable? Is the GDR 
Government in place yet? I think that 
what exists now has in it an 
extraordinary number of Communists. 

1 - ~ . - -.. - . - - . -- ~· .. -



Misc. 
T.T" 

ROINN AN TAOISIGH 

Uimhir ........ .. ........ . 

- 3 -

Powell: Prime Minister they are not 
Communists. They call themselves 
Social Democrats. 

Prime Minister: At the same time they all talk about 
central planning and the directed 
economy. That is Communist. 

Taoiseach: The Chancellor is thinking of monetary 
union by about the 1st July. At the 
same time, the 2 + 4 is going on and 
would lead to the CSCE Summit towards 
the end of the year. There will 
Federal elections in West Germany in 
December. These would be followed by 
all German elections in the second 
half of 1991. 

Prime Minister: He is changing his mind again. I 
thought he had 1993 in mind for 
unification. 

Taoiseach: There is the question of transitional 
period of five years. Have you seen 
the Delors Paper on German 
unification? 

Prime Minister: Not yet. 

Taoiseach: We received it only yesterday. 

Prime Minister: There is a great deal of wheat, 
barley, potatoes, rape seed and sugar 
beet produced in the GDR. They can 
get their yield up considerably - and 
very quickly. They haven't much scope 
for export of these products. We will 
need a very considerable transition 
period on this. We must have a report 
(from the Commission) on the 
implications. 

There . is also the difficulty that 
Germany has a different type of 
farming from others. Their farmers 
produce Mercedes and BMW's during the 
week and then go home at the weekend 
and do their farming -

Then there is the trading thing - that 
is an enormous problem. Once the 
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Border goes there can be no monitoring 
of what goes on. Goods will simply 
flood across into West Germany and 
from there through the rest of the 
Community - we must deal with this. 

Do you mind if I give you the plan for 
the day. We propose to meet at 10.30. 
Baron will give a short 10 to 15 
minutes statement 

Prime Minister: That makes it a formal meeting. Do we 
have to have him? 

Taoiseach: We would deal with the Germany 
question in the morning and then over 
lunch, look at the question of 
political union. 

Prime Minister: Are they going to define it? I am fed 
up with this rhetoric. Political 
union means a community of Federal 
States. No way will I have that. Our 
history is much older than that. 

Taoiseach: I wanted to. talk to you about this. 
Political union can be what we want it 
to be. It can be as minimilist or as 
maximilist as we make it. That's why 
we would like to see you play a major 
role in the debate. The Danes are 
strongly of this view. You must use 
the opportunity to define and put your 
own imprint on the process. 

Prime Minister: We already have political union. 
There was first of all an economic 
community, then we widened it to 
develop European political co
operation. We have enough to digest 
at present. If we go further, we will 
create even wider divisions. This 
debate should not be on at the moment. 
Your State and mine are much more 
developed than many of the other 
States of the Community. Germany has 
been in existence for some 40 years. 
Belgium is simply the Walloons and the 
Flemmings. The Dutch were part of the 
Hapsburg Empire. On the other hand, 
Spain is a proud nation and so is 
France. 
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The French think they can influence 
Germany within the Community - but 
Germany will be so powerful that it 
will dominate everyone. The Community 
is completely different from when 
DeGaulle joined. Then he was dealing 
with a very weak Germany. And our 
troops were in Germany to support him. 
He would not have signed the Treaties 
in present circumstances. They will 
be dealing with a powerful and 
dominant nation of maybe so to 90 
million people with a new confidence -
a new euphoria. This nation will 
highly competitive, they will make 
things and sell things at prices 
nobody can beat. This new Germany 
will dominate the Community. France 
and Germany think that they can get on 
within the Community but the Community 
is too disparate to manage together. 
And then they talk about the 
democratic deficit. There is not a 
single constituent of mine who knows 
the name of . his M.E.P.! 

Taoiseach: It is the same with us -

Prime Minister: In our Parliament we are accountable. 
I must go to Parliament tomorrow to 
justify what I have done today. 
Gonzalez goes three times a year. 
Mitterrand never goes. Kohl goes 
quite infrequently. Schluter is 
answerable alright and I am not sure 
about the position of Lubbers. With 
you and with me there's intimate and 
instant accountability. Italy was 
never one nation, Portugal is 
struggling and needs help. How can 
this group of people form a union? 

Recently Spain received a warning from 
the IMF ••.•. so will we. Unit wage 
costs here are up 6% over last year. 
We have recently lost a second Ford 
plant - this time to Cologne. I have 
got to hand it to the Germans. If 
they get wage increases they match 
them with productivity. 
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Taoiseach: I would ask that you take a major 
interest in political union and in the 
question of more powers for the 
European Parliament. You must involve 
yourself in that debate. We find, 
during our Presidency that it is very 
difficult to get anything through 
Parliament. My personal view is if 
they get more powers, they will be an 
impediment to the Community. 

Prime Minister: Delors speaks about Stage III, we will 
never agree to that. 

Originally the Commission was a very 
powerful body. That was necessary in 
order to get the Treaty moving. But 
we must now look at the question of 
turning it into an Executive of the 
Council of Ministers. It is not 
politically accountable otherwise. 

Then the principle of subsidiarity 
must be enshrined in Community 
legislation. 

We must turn the Commission into a 
professional Civil Service - more 
accountable, · politically. 

And we must look to a better 
enforcement of directives. For 
example, Italy quite cheerfully 
proposes this and that and everything 
else - and then just as cheerfully 
ignores what does not suit them. Try 
to force this process too far and we 
will all become subsidiaries of 
Germany. 

Taoiseach: That is why we think you should take a 
major part in this debate. 

Prime Minister: There is no paper before us. What 
does political union mean, are they 
going to change the Crowned head of 
every country? Are they going to 
change the President of your country? 
Each country has a Parliament. Are 
they going to change that? 

Taoiseach: It's because of these difficulties 
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that I am proposing that we talk 
informally over lunch about political 
union •.•••••. 

Prime Minister: I am not in a position to commit my 
country for 7 to 9 years ahead. I 
don't know what is going to happen in 
the u.s.s.R. I don't know how Germany 
will develop. These are all separate 
States and they all have their own 
considerations. 

Taoiseach: With the German developments it is 
more important than ever that she 
should be embedded in the Community. 

Prime Minister: But Germany is already in the 
Community. Most people there are tied 
to the Deutschmark. Further 
developments could tie us even more 
closely to her - as the dominant power 
in the Community. We need the 
protection of our sovereignty. At the 
same time there must be some 
intermediate condition. Most 
countries are members of the United 
Nations. We are members of NATO. 
Most of us have joined in the Helsinki 
Accords. We have all done this as 
separate states. 

And then in the Community we have 
pooled some powers - in agriculture, 
in trade, in fisheries, on standards 
and on mergers. 

Taoiseach: And also on tax harmonisation. 

Prime Minister: I don't want V.A.T. on food and if I 
did want that I would be accountable 
to my own Parliament for it - not 
because I am being directed by a non 
elected commission. The structure of 
taxes is quite different in France, in 
Germany and in the other countries of 
the Community. 

Taoiseach: I agree with you. This is a major 
problem. Can we turn now to the 
question of Eastern Europe. Is 
Gorbachev succeeding? Does he need 
help? And if he does how best should 
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it be given? 

We.ea~ lo~k at this in a few years -
bringing in the United states. There 
is talk of joint ventures. But that 
is no use in the middle of Russia 
where there are no supplies, where 
there is no possibility of transport, 
where there is no management. 

We have got enough on our plate in 
reaching 1992. We still have the most 
difficult directives to get through. 

And then we have the Helsinki meeting 
and the question of arms control. The 
Warsaw pact has not collapsed - it 
just never quite existed. All this 
will take a long time to absorb. Then 
we must remember that in the U.S.S.R. 
the military are becoming demoralised. 
They are starting to exert their power 
again. They are being told under the 
C.F.E. to destroy things. They are 
not accepting this. They are moving 
their best tanks to the other side of 
the Urals. While we look at the 
Soviet army we are not looking at a 
unity but a large number of different 
ethnic groups. They have to be 
careful about where they send 
particular divisions to deal with 
local disturbances. Then there are 
the nuclear negotiations ...•••• It is 
vital for the future of Europe that 
the United States be kept involved; 
and that we keep U.S. nuclear 
capability in Europe, but Baker does 
not want NATO to have only a military 
role. He wants to enlarge its 
political capability. We must enlarge 
political talks through NATO. That 
will be the forum in which the free 
world talks together. We can discuss 
defence to support the political 
future - in that framework. 

The European Community must deal with 
its own agenda. There is 1992. There 
is the Uruguay round and there is the 
Community's own development. 
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Then we must find a way of talking to 
o~hers: that is for the c.s.c.E. -
with defence being discussed mainly 
through NATO -

That suits us. NATO could be enlarged 
politically and could discuss defence, 
with the role you mention for the 
C.S.C.E. 

The Helsinki Accords involve Eastern 
European and Central Europe and the 
U.S.S.R. - we must all talk together. 
Even that is difficult. In this 
context, some words have different 
meanings. They don't know what "free 
enterprise", the "free market" or the 
rule of law means. They think that 
means what the Government says. If 
you speak of setting up a company they 
don't know what you are talking about. 
They don't know what a company is. 

When we had the earlier c.s.c.E. 
meeting life was much simpler. 

Then there is EFTA. 

Taoiseach: On that there appears to be two views: 
one that there should be a form of 
loose association. The Community 
should not take in more members. The 
other view is that the Community 
should go ahead with enlargement to 
involve some countries. 

Prime Minister: We should have agreements with Turkey 
- you just can't leave her there. 
Similarly with Austria and we should 
look at Norway. The Norwegian P.M. 
has problems with his Coalition. Half 
of the Government there don't want to 
come into the Community. 

And then EFTA must make its own 
decisions. For example, if we want to 
export cars to the United States we 
must accept the United States 
standards. We do not try to tell them 
what standards to adopt. The EFTA 
cannot be involved in our decisions. 
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Taoiseach: 

P rime Minister: 

Taoiseach: 

Prime Minister: 

Taoiseach: 

Prime Minister: 

Taoiseach: 

Austria - and Swed 
they should have m:~ -do.you think 
Community? ership of the 

I don't think we should turn them 
~~:~: We should see where we are in 

The Dutch were of the same view. They 
felt we should keep in touch with 
them. 

That will happen through the c.s.c.E. 
process. Above all I don't want 
Turkey to fall back into the Muslim 
world. 

There is a suggestion that we should 
look at drugs - in Dublin: and also 
the environment. 

That is a colossal problem. We must 
not give too many derogations. There 
is a power station in the GDR which, 
alone, produces more pollution than 
all the power stations in Sweden put 
together. 

It is strange that the Capitalist West 
should always have been regarded as 
rapacious - when this sort of thing 
was going on in the East. 

We will have a short lunch: after 
that we will discuss Eastern Europe. 
Have you views on the C.S.C.E. and on 
GATT. 

Prime Minister: I was in the U.S. recently. The GATT 
negotiations are not going very well. 
The Americans have got hold of the 
idea that they should look at only 
agricultural exports subsidies under 
the GATT. They must also look at 
producer subsidies. They forget that 
our export subsidies come partly from 
producer levies. 

And then they have developed the idea 
of aggregate measure of support -
under this criterion Japan is by far 
the biggest offender. Japan claims 
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that its industry is efficient and 
because it is efficient can export to 
any market in the world: at the same 
time they seek to protect their 
farmers and charge eight times world 
prices for beef and rice. They are 
seeking to deny others the right to 
export to them on the basis of the 
efficiency of their agriculture: 
while at the same time, they seek to 
export their industrial products 
throughout the world, on the basis of 
their efficiency in industry. 

There is then the question of the 
green pound. The Germans and the 
French want to get rid of it by 1992. 
This would affect the way in which we 
can reward our farmers. I don't know 
how you stand on this? 

In the Community, Germany has dragged 
up agricultural prices. We could 
export without subsidy and this is the 
way we would like to proceed. 

To summarise' - I would like to see 
Eastern Europe, the C.S.C.E., the 
Uruguay Round and the environment 
included in your agenda for Dublin. 

Taoiseach: The Bank may also come up. 

Prime Minister: Will you support London as a location? 

Taoiseach: I don't see why not. I think we could 
support you on that. Berlin has also 
been mentioned as a location. 

Prime Minister: They should not have it. They are 
going to be powerful enough. 

Taoiseach: 

Taoiseach: 

And then France has the O.E.C.D., the 
Council of Europe, Secretary General 
Delors, Camdessus, Lalumier et al -

And the Secretary General of the 
O.E.C.D. 

There seem to be two principles. The 
location should be within the European 
Community and it should be in an 
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established banking centre. 

And who should be in charge? 

There are two nominees - Attali and 
Ruding. 

We are committed to Ruding. We backed 
him for the IMF. He was really 
excellent in the job. The only 
trouble is that if the bank comes to 
London, then Attali will probably will 
have to get it. That is not really a 
good way of doing business. However, 
Attali is temporary. The bank would 
be permanent. 

Then Mitterrand raised also, when I 
was speaking with him, the question of 
locations for the agencies. 

I wouldn't touch them. You will get 
nowhere. Only the European Parliament 
wants the lot in Brussels! 

You will finish up with endless 
trouble if you try to move things 
around and, in the end, nobody will be 
satisfied. If the Parliament have to 
travel - then so be it. 

Taoiseach: Then you would go for the status qua! 
I am inclined to agree. 

Prime Minister: On bilateral issues - your Supreme 
Court is really something! However, I 
understand that our officials are 
looking at the question of Extradition 
and what needs to be done. 

Taoiseach: You have the best man in the world in 
Peter Brooke. 

Prime Minister: Yes, he is very good. He is very 
anxious to get on with the job. I am 
not optimistic but we will try. He is 
a man of total integrity and very 
commanding presence. 

Prime Minister: On security, we must keep at it. Some 
time ago I thought we were winning. 
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Taoiseach: 

Prime Minister: 

Taoiseach: 

Prime Minister: 

Taoiseach: 

Prime Minister: 

I think wear t'l . 
that An e s i 1 winning. I know 

nesley and the Commissioner 
meet more frequently than their 
predecessors and seem to have an 
extremely good relationship. 

Really your Supreme Court is 
some~hing! Murder, attempted murder, 
running guns, and using explosives -
these are not political offences. 
They are criminal acts. 

At the same time security co-operation 
is very good, getting better all the 
time. 

Then there is this Semtex - we have 
not recovered all we should. 

Then you think we should try to get a 
timetable out of the Chancellor and we 
must concentrate on the question of 
transition periods. 

After the war, our industry was 
devastated . . German industry was 
flattened. They reconstructed their 
industry, with Marshall aid, from the 
ground up, with the most modern 
technology. Their workforce is highly 
efficient. They will buy German - as 
the Japanese buy Japanese, and the 
French buy French. They are highly 
efficient and totally ruthless. You 
talk about the European Community. In 
the end there will only be three 
powers in the world - the U.S., 
Germany and Japan. The rest of us 
must really stand together. 

There then followed from general conversation on world 
prospects - and the prospects for the Council in 
Dublin, generally. 

Dermot Nally 
21st April 1990. 

c.c. Secretary Dorr, 
Assistant Secretary Murphy, Gallagher, and Barrington -
with suitable extracts to Agriculture and Industry and 
Commerce. 
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