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r. 
Re: Extradition 

/ 

The Joint Statement following the Anglo-Irish Conference Meeting 

on 19 April says: 

'' Ministers also had a constructive discussion of arrangements 

for dealing with fugitive offenders. They instructed officials to 

undertake a review of the situation and report back to a future 

Conference''. 

You will wish to be aware that a meeting of Working Group 2 has 

now been fixed for London on 24 May I990. 

The meeting of the Group will, as usual, be co-chaired by the 

Department of Justice (Mr Joe Brosnan) and the NIO (Mr Quentin 

Thomas). The Irish side will also comprise officials from this 
' Department, the Secretariat and the AG's Office. 

There will be a preparatory meeting of the Irish side on 17 May. 

The te~ms_of .reference of Working Group 2 are attached for 

inform~tidn. The Group last met on 15 March I989 . . , 
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Working Group II (Criminal Law Matters) 

( I ) to examine issues of concern to the Conferen~e relating to 

the enforcement of the criminal la~ in both jurisdictions; 

(II) to consider whether there are areas of the the criminal . 
law applying in the North and in the South, respectively, 
which might with benefit be harmonised: 

(III) to give priority to an examination of policy aspects of 

extradition and extra-territorial jurisdiction. 

I 

Both groups are empowere~ to seek the advice of outside experts 
to.the ext~nt considered appropriate to enable them to discharge 

t~eir(functioris • . , 

I • 
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AN ROINN GNOTHAi EACHTRACHA 
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

.: .. ···, BAILE ATHA CLIATH 2 
DUBLIN 2 t ' 

/ 

f<> May, 1990 

I 

Mr. Dermot Nally 
Secretary to the Government 

Ratification by Britain of the 1957 
Convention on Extradition 

Dear Dermot 

As I mentioned to you orally at the end of last week an issue has 
come up on this matter which appears to present no problems but 
which my Minister has asked me to ensure that the Taoiseach is 
aware of before we gp ahead. 

We were advised recently through the British Embassy of the 
intention of the British Government to ratify the 1957 Council of 
Europe Convention on Extradition within the next few months. As 
you know Ireland ratified this Convention many years ago and 
indeed I believe that our 1965 Act is largely in accord with its 
provisions. , 

The consequence of British rat,ification of the Convention is that 
both Ireland and Britain will then be parties to it. This in 
turn has the consequence, under the terms of the Convention, that 
our present bilateral arrangements with Britain (which is to say 
the ba~king of warrants procedure under part III of the 1965 
Extraditi~n Act) would be replaced by the provisions of the 
Convention unl~s both the British and ourselves issue a specific 
notification to the Secretary-General of the Council of Europe 
under Article 28 (3) of the Convention that we would prefer to 
maintain our existing bilateral arrangements. 

The British have indicated that they would prefer to maintain our 
existing bilateral arrangements and that, accordingly, they would 
wish to take the necessary steps by way of notification to the 
~cretary-General of the Council of Europe. The Minister for 
Justice and the Attorney General have each been consulted. Both 
agree,., that we should maintain our existing ,bilateral extradition 
arrangemeµ1ts with Britain; and b9th agree that we should lodge a 
notification to this effect with the Secreta'ry-General of the 
Council of Europe in accordance with Article 28 (3) of the 
Convention. This would be done at the same time as tbe British 
lodge their notification which in turn.would.be when they ratify 
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the Con~ention. We would propose to have some exchang~ of views 
at official level on the content of the requi~~d declarations. 

Like the Minister for Justice and the Attorney General, the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs believes that the proposed 
notification that we wish to maintain our existing bilateral 
arrangements/with Britain rather than have them replaced by the 
provisiops of the Convention would be desirable. He has asked me 
however to be sure that the Taoiseach is aware of the matter 
before we take the necessary action. 

Yours sincerely 

Noel Dorr 
Secretary 

\ 
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Ratification by Britain of the 1957 
Convention on Extradition 

/ 

Taoiseach 

Please see Mr Dorr's letter opposite. 

The main differences between existing arrangements for 
extradition to Britain and those which would apply if 
the procedures under the Convention were to be brought 
into force are: 

(1) the existing arrangements are for the documents 
to be transmitted from police to police, who 
then, here, consult the AG. Under the 
Convention they would be conveyed through 
diplomatic channels; 

(2) under existing arrangements, the first legal 
step in an extradition is a District Court 
Order. Under the Convention arrangements the 
Minister for Justice would have to make an Order 
in order to send the matter to the District 

' Court; and 

(3) the 1987 Extradition Act applies only to Part 
III of the 1965 Extradition Act i.e. the part of 
the Act which governs procedures involving the 
UK (and Northern Ireland). It does not apply 
to Part II governing the arrangements with other 
countries. 

I thfnk that, in the circumstances, the reply to Mr 
Dorr's letter shoulq agree with the proposal that both 
countries should lodge notification to maintain our 
existing bilateral extradition arrangements. This is 
the course agreed by both the Ministers for Foreign 
Affairs and Justice, and the Attorney Ge~eral. 

Dermot Nally 

16 May 1990 

11 
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17 May 1990 

Mr Noel Dorr 
Secretary 

Roinn an Taoisigh 
Department of the Taoiseach 

Department of Foreign Affairs 

Dear Noel 

I showed your letter ab9ut the ratification by Britain of the 
1957 Convention on Extradition. He agrees that we should 
maintain our existing bilateral arrangements with Britain rather 
than have them replaced by 'the provisions of the Convention and 
that a~tion accordingly may be taken. 

t 
Yours sincer~ly 

Dermot Nally 
Secretary to the Government 

I 

Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Government Buildings, Dublin 2. ' ,· 
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June, 199.0. 
/ 

Mr. Thomas C. Donachie, 

Oifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland. 

Dear.Mr. Donachie, 

The Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D., 
refer to your recent letter to him about the 
extradition. 

I • 

to 

The Taoiseach has noted the comments you h ve made. He 
hopes that you will ,appreciate that it wo ld , not be 
appropriate for him'to comment in any de il on the terms of 
the decision given in the case you menti n given that, under 
our system, the courts, in accordance w· h the Constitution, 
are independent in the exercise of the' functions. 

He has, however, asked me to mention e procedures which 
exist here for dealing with fugitive ffenders. Our 
extradition arrangements with Britai and the North are 
based on a simplified backing of wa rants arrangement which 
has worked to the benefit of both untries. The 
legislation governing that procedu e under Irish law 
includes the txtradition (Europea Convention on the 
Suppression 'of Terrorism) Act 198 which gives effect to the 
Councll d£ Europe Convention of hat name. That Convention 
is intended to'eliminate and re rict the scope of the 
political offence exception in xtradition proceedings by 
providing that certain spec1fi tl offences should never be 
regarded as "political" and by allowing other specified 
offences not to be so regarde. The provisions of the 1987 
Act fully meet the obligatio Ireland undertook in signing 
the Convention and allowed i to be ratified without 
recourse to a reservation. This ·means that Ireland is one 
\f only eight (out of a to 1 of twenty-two) countries to 
ratify the Coryvention wit ut reservation. 

II 

1987 ,legislation was not relevant 
as the warrants which formed the 

I sh6u1d also add that t e 
to the case you ·mention 
basis for the applicati 
into effect of the Act 
relevant in any case · 

n in that case predated the coming 
The legislation will, however, be 

which the war~ants were issued after 
date when it came into effect. 1st December 1987, th 

Oifi an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach , Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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Oifig an T aoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

- 2 -

The Taoiseach has also asked me to mention that Irish law 
provides another method for dealing with fugitive offenders 
in addition to extradition. That is the extra-territorial 
method whereby, notably under the provisions of the Criminal 
Law (Jurisdiction) Act 1976, our courts have jurisdiction to 
try persons for certain serious offences committed in 
Northern Ireland and, in certain circumstances, elsewhere. 
The 1976 Act has already been used to good effect. The 
Government are determined to ensure that fugitive offenders 
continue to be pursued with the full rigour of the law be it 
by extradition or by prosecution under the Criminal Law 
(Jurisdiction) Act. 

In conclusion, the Taoiseach has asked me to thank you for 
your good wishes which he very much appreciates. 

Yours sincerely, 
• 

Private Secr.etary 
to th~ T~?iseach. 

\ 

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Taoise~ch, Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 

' ,· 



Mr. Thomas C. Donachie, 
Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland, 
429, Cregagh Road, 
Belfast BT6 OLG, 
NORTHERN IRELAND. 
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Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland 

filommitt£c nn J ublir :Llnral.s· 

/ 

An Taoiseach, 
Dail Eireann, 
Kildare St. , 
Dublin 2. 

Dear · Taoiseacb, 

Convener: 

r. CJ · E>Ul\l t'1 CI·! Ji::: 
429, CREGAGH ROA D 
BEI.. .. F P1t:l ·r 
E< T6 "0 !..: (3 
·r EL.. " ( 0 2::::::.?) /?!'54'.:'.'_;4 

I . 

We have been encouraged and heartened by statements that you 
have made recently concerning your determination to eradicate 
terrorism throughout the island of Ireland. We are, however, 
concerned about the recent failure of extradition procedures for 
those, not only charged, but convicted in the courts in Northern 
Ireland.The impression given to evil and violent men in this 
country is that lawlessness committed in Northern Ireland is 
considered to be acceptable in the Republic of Ireland. 

We understand that there have been been some difficulties 
with the extradition procedure which have now been rectified and 
we trust that there will be no legal "loopholes" that will enable 
people convict~d · or accused of the vilest acts of terrorism to 
e scape justice. 

Our concern is not political, but moral, 
despised there can be no civilised society. 
righteousness , exalts a nation and the proper 
law i~ an in.tegral part of such justice . . 

for when the law is 
We believe that 

administration of 

~e ~ssure you of our prayers in the heavy 
that., you bear ' and we trust that you will know the 
wisdom that comes only· from tbe Almighty God. 

responsibility 
strength and 

Yours Faithfully a~ .::et. :_j;;. , 
~omas C. Donachie 

I 
II 

, 
,/ 
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May, 1990. / 

Mr. Thomas C. Donachie, 

Oifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland. 

Dear Mr. Donachie, 

The Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D., h to refer to your 
recent letter to him about the question of ext aditio~. 

The Taoiseach has noted the comments you hav made. He hopes that you will 
appreciate that it would not be appropriate or him to comment in any detail 
on the terms of th~ decision given in the case you mention given that, under 

I 
our system, the courts, in accordance with the Constitution, are independent 
in the exercise of their functions. 

He has, however, ,asked me to mention t~e procedures which exist here for 
dealinQ·wit~ fugitive offenders. Our extradition arrangements with Britain 
and the Nor\h are,based on a simplified backing of warrants arrangement 
which h,as worked to the benefit of ~oth countries. The legislation 
governing that procedure under Iri~·h law includes the Extradition (European 
Convention on the Suppression of y~rrorism) Act 1987. which gives effect to 
the Council of Europe Convention ff that name. That Convention is intended 
to eliminate and restrict the scope of the political offence exception in 
e\tradition proceedings by providing that certain specified offences should 
never J>e regarded as 11 po lit ica l" and by allowing ottler spec.ff ied offences 
not t~ bepegarded . . The provisions of ·the 1987 Act :fully meet the . 
obligations Ireland undertook in signing the Convention and allowed it to 
ratified without recourse to a reservation: . This means that Ire1and 
of only eight (out of a total of twenty-two) countries to ratify the 
Convention without reservation. 

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 

/ 
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Oifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

- 2 -
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I should also add that the 1987 legislation was not relevant to the case you 
mentioned as the warrants which formed the basis for the application in that 
case predated the coming into effect of the Act. The legislation will, 
however, be relevant in any case in which the warrants were issued after 1 
December, 1987, the date when it came into effect. 

The Taoiseach has also asked me to mention that Irish law provides another 
method for dealing with fugitive offenders in addition to extradition. That 
is the extra-territorial method whereby, notably under the provisions of the 
Criminal Law (Jurisdiction) Act 1976, our courts have jurisdiction to try 
persons for certain serious offences committed in Northern Ireland and, in 
certain circumstances, elsewhere. The 1976 Act has already been used to 
good effect. The ~ov.ernment are determined to nsure that fugitive 
offenders continue to be pursued with the full rigour of the law be it by 

extradition or by prosecution under the Criminal Law (Jurisdiction) Act. 
W' f . [ ~ ~~"" 11\,\ -c~~ k 4,~ ~ L.~ 
Yours s.incerely, ~ \--v- ~ -y~~ ~ ~ u_ 

t. ' /r(_-,,1 Jwvv( ;,~~ -, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

\ 
:' 

I 
I 

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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J/ May, 1990. 
/ 

Dear Brian, 

OIFIG AN AIRE DLi AGUS C1RT AGUS CUMARSAIDE 
(Office of the Minister for Justice and for Communications) 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH 2. 
(Dublin 2.) 

r • 

I refer to your minute of 11 May enclosing copy of a letter received by 
the Taoiseach from Mr. Thomas C. Donachie of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church of Ireland in relation to Extradition. I enclose herewith draft 
reply which might issue to Mr. Donachie. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 

t, 

Mr. Brian Collinge, 
Department of the Taoiseach, 
Government Buildings, 
Dublin 2. 

' I 

,, , 
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DRAFT REPLY 

'~i ~ . j1r1A\ ~ -::r. 
I ~ I_ /1-::_ 

~~ ·~f., ~ ~ 

N.r The Taoiseach has noted the comments you have made. He hopes that you 
-will appreciate--that it would not be appropriate for him to comment in any 

detail on ~the terms of the decision given in the case you mention given 

that, under our system, the courts, in accordance with the Constitution, 

are independent in the exercise of their functions. 

He has, however, asked me to mention the procedures which exist her.e for 

dealing with fugitive offenders. Our extradition arrangements with 

Britain and the North are based on a simplified backing of warrants 

arrangement which has worked to the benefit of both co~ntries. The 

legislation governing that procedure under Irish law includes the 

Extradition {European Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism) Act 1987 

which gives effect,to the Council of Europe Convention of that name. That 

Convention is intended to eliminate and restrict the scope of the 

political offence exception in extradition proceedings by providing that 

certain specified; offences should never be regarded as 11 political 11 and by 

allowing o1her ' specified offences not to be so regarded. The provisions 
I 

of the'' 1987 Act fully meet ~he obligations Ireland undertook in signing 
I 

the Convention and allowed it to be ratified without recourse to a 

reservation. This means that Ireland is one of only eight (out of a total 

of twenty-two) countries to ratify the Convention without reservation. 

\, 
I sho~ld also add that the 1987 legislation was notfelevant -to the case 

' 
you mentioned as the warrants which formed the basis for the application 

in that case predated th~ coming into effect _of the Act. The les5slation 

will, however, be relevant in any case in which the warrants were issued 

after 1 December, 1987, the date when it came fnto effect. i 



• 
The Taoi~each has also asked me to mention that Irish law provides'another 

method for dealing with fugitive offenders in addition tb'extradition. 

That is the extra-territorial method whereby, notably under the provisions 

of the Crimin~vlaw (Jurisdiction) Act 1976, our courts have jurisdiction 

to try persons for certain serious offences committed in Northern Ireland 

and, in certain circumstances, elsewhere. The 1976 Act has already been 

used to good effect. The Government are determined to ensure that 

fugitive offenders continue to be pursued with the full rigour of the law 

be it by extradition or by prosecution under the Criminal Law 

(Jurisdiction) Act. 

\ 
I 

, 
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J I May, 1990. · 
/ 

Seamus Kirk, 
Private Secretary, 
Minister for Justice. 

Dear Seamus, 

Enclosed herewith is a copy of a letter the Taoiseach recently received from 
Mr. Thomas C. Donachie of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland in 
relation to extradition . 

. 
Perhaps you could a-rrange to let us have a suitable draft reply for 
consideration, please. 

Yours sincerely, , 

l, 

;~~~ 
B. Collinge. 
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4 May, 1990. 

/ . 
Mr. Thomas C. Donachie, 
Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland. 

Dear Mr. Donachie, 

Thank you for your recent letter addressed to the Taoiseach, 
Mr ; Charles J. Haughey, T.D., and for your comments which I 
will bring to his attention as soon as possible. 

\ 

Yours sincerely, 

~EORGE J · SHA \\i 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

!Mr. Brian M~ 

!As discussed for your attention and appropriate action, 
!please . 

. , 

IWP4 GS927 
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Ma§, 1990. / 

Mr. Thomas C. Donachie, 

Oifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland. 

Dear Mr. Donachie, 

The Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D., has me to refer to your recent 
letter to him about the ~uestion of extradition. 

The Taoiseach has noted the comments you have made. He hopes that you will 
appreciate that it would not be appropriate for him to comment in any detail 
on the terms of the decision given in the case you mention given that, under 
our system, the courts, in accordance with the Constitution, are independent 
in the exercise of their functions. 

He has, however, 'asked me to mention the procedures which exist here for 
dealing· wi\~ fugitive offenders. Our extradition arrangements with Britain 
and the North are,based on a simplified backing of warrants arrangement 
which has worked to the benefit of both countries. The legislation 
governing that procedure under Irish law includes the Extradition (European 
Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism) Act 1987 which gives effect to 
the Council of Europe Convention of that name. That Convention is intended 
to eliminate and restrict the scope of the political offence exception in 
e\tradition proceedings by providing that certain specified offences should 

~ . 

nevertbe regarded as "political" and by allowing o·tfler specified offences 
not to be so ~egarded. The provisions 'of the 1987 A~t fully meet the 
obligations Ireland undertook in signing the Convention and allowed it to be 
ratified without recours~ to a reservation:· This mea~s that Ir,~and is one 
of only eight (out of a total of twenty-two) countries to ratify the 
Convention without reservation. 

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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Oifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

- 2 -

I should also add that the 1987 legislation was not relevant to the case you 
mentioned as the warrants which formed the basis for the application in that 
case predated the coming into effect of the Act. The legislation will, 
however, be relevant in any case in which the warrants were issued after 1 
December, 1987, the date when it came into effect. 

The Taoiseach has also asked me to mention that Irish law provides another 
method for dealing with fugitive offenders in addition to extradition. That 
is the extra-territorial, method whereby, notably under the provisions of the 
Criminal Law (Jurisdiction) Act 1976, our courts have jurisdiction to try 
persons for certain serious offences committed in Northern Ireland and, in 
certain circumstances, elsewhere. The 1976 Act has already been used to 
good effect. The G,overnment are determined to ensure that fugitive 
offenders continue to be pursued with the full rigour of the law be it by 
extradition or by prosecution under the Criminal Law (Jurisdiction) Act. 

' In conc]usion, .th'e Taoiseach has asked me to thank you for your good wishes 
which he ver,y much appreciates. 

Yours sincerely, 

P\ivate Secretary 
to the Taoiseach~ 

.I 

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 

,· 
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Misc. 
T.r 

ROINN AN TAOISIGH 

To: /..' 

From: B. Co 11 inge 
/ 

~~0 ' ' 

<"><7 9, ~7. 
fh.>/{_ . 7J 

Re: Letter to the Taoiseach from Mr. Thomas C. Donachie 
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland 

about extradition 

Mr. Donachie has written to the Taoiseach saying that he was heartened 
by statements the Taoiseach made about our determination to eradicate 
terrorism in Ireland. However, he is concerned about what he calls the 
recent failure of extradition procedures. He hopes that "loopholes" 
will be filled so that terrorists cannot escape justice and says that 
his concern is on moral rather than political grounds. 

The draft r.eply across, suggested by the Department of Justice, is 
submitted f6r consideration, please. 

lt/0 . 

' ,. 
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Issued by the Government Information Services, 6 Sheirbhisi Eolais an Rialtais, 
Governmentj3uildings, Dublin, 2. Tithe An Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath, 2. 
Tel. (01) 607555. Telex 93938. FAX 603281 . Tel. (01) 607555. Telex 93938. FAX 603281 . 

Government Statement re case of 

Miss Donna Maguire 

All requests for extradition must be processed in accordance with 

the law of the country to which the application is made, in this 

case Irish .raw. Irish law reflects international law, including 

the European Convention on Extradition and the European 

Convention on the Suppresgion of Terrorism. Ireland fully 

subscribes to both Conventions and operates their provisions. In 
, 

th~ case.of the person concerned the appropriate procedures in 

th1.s :it,egard were followed. 

Since that person is currently on criminal charges before a court 

in Belgium it would not be proper to comment on the facts and 

circumstances of her case. 

18 June, 1990. 
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EXTRADITION 

sJ~radition is part of the normal machinery of legal 

ooopera~ion against crime among democratic states. It has 
been part of our legal machinery since independence, and has 

operated i--n ifs present form in Ireland since 1965. Over 900 
/ 

offenders have been extradited to Britain and Northern 

Ireland since 1965. 

2. When considering requests for extradition in recent years 

the courts restricted the scope of the political offence 

·plea in line with developments in international law. In 

addition, Ireland has become a party to the Council of 

Europe Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism. This 

Convention provides that serious offences of violence may 

not be regarded as political offences. This was given effect 

in our law by tpe Extradition (European -Convention on the 

Suppression of Terrorism) Act, 1987. 

3. In response to widespread concern that further safeguards be 

provided i~ this new situation for the rights of the 

citizen, the Extradition (Amendment) Act, 1987 was enacted 

by the Oireachtas. The principal safeguard embodied in that 

Act provides that warrants issued by a judicial authority in 
, . 

Britain or Northern Ireland shall not be endorsed for . . 
~xec~tion by the Garda Commissioner unless the Attorney

General, having cqnsidered such information as he deems 

appropriate, is of the opinion that there is a clear 

intention to prosecute and that this intention is founded on 

the existence of sufficient evidence. 

4\ The Act also provides that extradition shall not be ordered 

where by reason of the lapse of time s~nce the commission of 

the offence and other exceptional circumstances it _would, in 

all the! circumstances, be unjust, oppressive or invidious. 
, 

/ 

5. It has always been possible for a 'person to contest his 

extradition on the grounds that his/her constitutional 

rights would be infringed or that his extradition would be 



contrary to the safeguards already accepted in international 
law and the new safeguards in our extradition legislation. 

l 
The Taoiaeach told the Dail in November,t 1987, that it was 

, 

on the basis of these safeguards, or not at all, that 
extradition yould proceed. The Taoiaeaoh has also indicated 
that cases of persons extradited under the new arrangements 
will be monitored carefully. 

7. The issue of extradition and other arrangements for dealing 

with fugitive offenders are currently being discussed in the 

context of the Anglo-Irish Conference. 

8. Extradition is not the sole legal weapon for dealing with 

the fugitive offender. There is also the Criminal Law 

(Jurisdiction) Act 1976 under which it is possible to try 

persons in this jurisdiction for offences committed in 

Northern Irelatid. Sixteen persons have been tried by our 

courts under this Act and 12 have been convicted. The 

Government are convinced of the value of this legislation 

and remain strongly committed to its use in appropriate , 

cases. 

Anglo-Irish Section 

September" 1990. 
f l 

1 
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lGvlk October, .(ggo. 

Mr. Oltver Grogan, 
Department of Foreign Affairs. 

Dear Oliver, 

I enclose, for your information, a covering letter and sample petition sent 
to the Taoiseach by the 1Australian Aid for Ireland group. A total of 43 
signed petitions against extradition were attached to the letter. 

I discussed the matter with the Department of Justice who informed me that • 
it is their policy ·not to reply to such petitions. 

Yours sincerely, 

. 
I { 

·~1--~ 
0 ' 

Gerry Cribbin. 

\ 
I 
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W.A. BRANCH P.O. BOX '12'10 MIDLAND W.A. 6056 

4th October '1990. 

An Taoiseach 
The Hon Charles J Haughey, TD, 

· Department ·of Taoiseach, 
Government Buildings, 
Upper Merrion Street, 
Dublin, 
Eire. 

Dear Taoiseach, 

Please find enclosed petitions from many concerned people 

in Australia. We are abhorred that the Irish Government would in any way 

consider the extradition of any Irish man. 
, 

We would. appreciate a reply in receipt of receiving the 

enclosed petitions. 

Is mise le meas, 

I 

, , 
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An Taoiseach 
The Hon Charles J Haughey, TD, 
Department of ;Taoiseach 
Government Buildings 
Upper Merrion St 
DUBLIN 
EIRE 

Dear ,Taoiseach, 

-f/ct 1f?S' ,~~1fl/ Name ....................... . 

I . 7 ,--:-:> 7' z LI(: f1 ,/ t:- I Lll {'::/ u Address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... 

~-y~ ~<1~-~17!: 1!:~7'.f. t/ 0,. (;P "0)-3 

"t t/<r, j ;((r, 
D a t e • . . • . . \; .• ,. ! 1 .1 .~ • : • • • • • • • • • 

I wish to register my total opposition to the 
and implementation of the Extradition Bill in 
for the purpose of extraditing Irish nationals 
Dessie Ellis to British jurisdiction. 

enactment 
Ireland 

such as 

I consider the implementation of this Bill a serious 
derogation of Irish sovereignty. The British Government's 
political veto of Irish sovereignty and national self
determination is receiving full compliance from your 
Government through the extradition legislation. It is 
the British Government's pursuance of a political agenda 
enshrined in Irish Government legislative and legal struc
tures which reinforces the political veto on Irish unity 
and sovereignty. 

A number of oountries retai~·political exemptions in extra
dition _legislation, whilst others refuse to extradite 
theiir cfi- tizens to appear before non-jury special courts 
in .foreign c,oun tries. Some nations, such as Britain, 
will not extradite their citizens regardless of alleged 
offences. Why does the Iri.sh Government comply to extra
dition requests to Britain when other nations are more 
circumspect about seeking safeguards to guaranteeing the 
human and civil rights of its citizens in extradition 
cases? 

Ui~~isoners .su.ch as Dessie Ellis and extradi tees before 
"11m are v1t1ms of the political conflict in the north 
east of Ireldnd. A conflict where Britai~'s con~titutional 
cla.1i'.'ms to jurisdiction are in dispute. A continuation 
of the .conflict which saw the" establishm~nt of the pail. 
These ext~aditees qre political prisoners and deserve 
due consideration as political prisoners. 

Ludvic Kennedy, a leading British - 6onservative legal 
ref armer, has expressed his concern that Irish citizens 
cannot get a fair and just trial ·in Britain's ju~icial 
system. . He cited the miscarriages of justice tp the Bir
mingham 6, Guildford 4, Winchester 3, Maguire 7 and Judith 
Ward. 

• •• I 2 
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' i 
In each case, trial by media has prejudiced a fair trial 
and encouraged anti-Irish racism. Per~ury by -police, 
discredited forensic evidence, confessions extracted by 
beatings and strip-searching, all confirm that Irish 
detainees wQuld be subject to human rights abuse. 

/ 
The European Court of Human Rights, Amnesty International, 
Britain's National Council for Civil Liberties, some 
British MPs and eminent lawyers, have highlighted and 
criticised the British Government's derogating its res
ponsibilities on human rights where Irish citizens are 
concerned. 

Extradition to the north of Ireland is unthinkable given 
th~ t the legal sys tern and police are part of Britain's 
military infrastructure in the colonial province~ John 
Stalker, the farmer Mancl)_es ter Deputy Police Commission er, 
has documented the 'shoot to kill' operations of these 
forces. State internment, torture and assassination 
means the safety of Irish extraditees cannot be guaranteed. 

The Irish Goverijment will gain no respect 
of the Internatibnal Community by extraditing 
to Britain where their safety and human and 
cannot be guaranteed. 

in the eyes 
its citizens 
civil rights 

I call upon the Irish Government to refuse to extradite 
its citizen~ and to repeal the 1986 Extradition Act. 

Yours faithfully, 

.I 

• ..,.1 _____ • ·-

, 
/ 

-
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A chara, / 

258 Cappagh Road, 
Finglas West, 
r Dublin 11. 
Phone 361097 

5/10/90 

My brother Desmond Ellis is '.\1_,:jng extradition to Britain. His 
appeal against the extradition order of the District Court will come 
up in the Supreme Court in the next few months. If Desmond is 
extradited he will be put on trial on conspiracy charges in a system 
that has been proven to be unable to deliver justice to Irish people, 
as in the cases of the Birmingham Six, the Maguire Seven and the 
Guildford Four. 

" In my brother's case it is well known that he comes from a 
republican background, a fact that is certain to be used against him . 
Desmond has said that he cannot allow himself to be put into a 
situation which will certainly mean spending the rest of his life in 
prison in Britain. . 

Desmond has said that he will be going on hunger-strike for 
justice, knowing that he would not get a fair trial in Britain. I'm 
appealing to you to use your influence to prevail on the government 
to intervene now to prevent my brother taking ·this terrible step. 

There. is a meeting of Fianna Fail Members Against 
Extradition at 8pm on Saturday, October 20th in Buswell's Hotel, 
Molesworth Street, Dublin. Your attendance would be greatly 
appreciated, the situation is now V!3ty urgent. 

Hoping to hear from you, ·· 

Is mise 

Martha Ellis ~ ~ 

71~ ft~' . 
~:? /?~~ ~ -

~ r.~ ~ 
,-
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< y , 
~, co litiori of Irish 
Qroupa i~ San Francisco. 

Dear Kay Lee, 

IN I r-\.""i·-;"' t :,. ~~··· 1 ~ 
:..• '""° I .,_ - ~ 

11 ..... 

Thank you for your letter of the 15th October, 1990 
addressed to the Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D., 
concerning Dessie Ellis. 

The Taoiseach has noted your concern and is passing your 
letter to his colleague, the Minister for Justice, Mr. Ray 
Burke, T.D., for his attention. 

Yours sincerely, 
. 

BRIAN MCCARTHY 

COPY FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
·---- -· -----=--- - .~ .,.c_.:~ 

t RIChtJRn Hn,, r'· 'G ! 
/'!, \,v ' ,·· ,,cj 

Private Secret;ty · · · 
to the Taoiseach. 

' 

! PS, MIN/JU~ CE 

r FOR AT),E1&,ION PLEASE 
I t . 
! RH3709/WP3 

I 

, 
/ 
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@lie CoaCition Of qrish Groups in San a7rancisco 
SJ?.O. CJ3ox 21457 

Oak[and, Ca. 94620 

Honorable Charles J. Haughey 
Taoiseach 
Government Buildings 
Dublin 2~ Ireland 

Dear Mr. Haughey: 

tQctober 15, 1990 

The Coalition of Irish Groups in San Francisco continues to urge 
the Irish government to refuse the extradition of Irish people 
accused of politically relat~d offenses to Britain. We ~ost es
pecially urge that Dessie Ellis not be extradited to England. 

We believe, along with Amnesty International, The Norwe~ian 
Helsinki Committee and many other international human rights or
ganizations too numerous to name that the British judicial system 
is grossly prejudiced in its treatment of Irish defendants. We 
are also very concerned that the almost nonexistant protections 
for the civil rights of defendants in cases even remotely of a 
political nature in England preclude the possibility of an Irish 
person receiving a fair trial in that country. This is particu
larly true in Dessie Ellis' case since his family has an Irish 
Republican background. 

The cases of the Guildford Four, Winchester Three, the Maguires, 
Birmingham Six, ~udith Ward and the many victims of British in
justice in Northern Ireland are proof positive that no Irish per
son can expect justice from the British courts. The British penal 
syste~ is also thoroughly discredited for its cruel and inhuman 
conditions and treatment of prisoners • 

• 
We are.convi~ced that Dessie Ellis would not receive a fair trial 
in Eng~anq. · Moreover, we do not believe that he is guilty of the 
charg~~ a4ainst,him. It is impossible for Mr. Ellis to hav8 bePn 
in England durihg the time specified in the charges. It is also 
next to impossible to d~fend .oneself against conspiracy charges 
under English law, which in effect causes the defendant to be 
guilty until proven innocent. 

We therefore strongly urge the government not to e~tradite Dessie 
Ellis or any Irish person to the internationally discredited Bri
tish judicial system. We look forward to a prompt reply to our 
u ~gent concern for Dessie Ellis. 

I S~ncerely, 

7{~~.e_; 
For: THE COALITION OF IRISH 

GRdUPS IN SAN FRANCISCO 

- ' 

-~ . . 
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~b/1.. . September, 1990. 

Mr. Geordy p/ Austin, 
The Coalttion of Irish Groups 
in San Francisco. 

Dear Mr. Austin, 

Thank you for your letter of 10th September, 1990, 
concerning the enfranchisement of Irish citizens who live 
abroad, which will be brought to the attention of the 
Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D., as soon as 
possible. 

Yours sincerely, 

RICHARD HOLLAND 

Private Secretaty 
to the Taoiseach. 

!RH3649/WP4 

Private Secretary, M/Environment. 

For your attention, please. 

B. McCarth~. For your information. 
I 

' ,' 
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-I ~:@.tc CoaHtion Of CJrish Groups in San g7rancisco 

e S{).o. Cfiox 21457 
OakCand, Ca. 94620 

/ 

Honorable John Rowan 
Irish Consul General 
655 Montgomery Street 
San Francisco, CA 94111 

Dear Mr. Rowan, a chara, 

r • 
10 Mean Fh6mhair/September 1990 

The· Coalition of Irish Groups in San Francisco strongly urges 
the Irish government to enfranchise its citizens who now live 
abroad. 

As you know, thousands of Irish citizens have been forced to 
leave home in search of employment. These men and women should 
not be compelled to also suffer disenfranchisement. 

Ireland is the only European Community coun-try which does not 
provide for its citizens living abroad to vote in national elec
tions, and by so doing Ireland is losing its youth and its 
future in the world. 

We urge the government to address the urgent concern of Irish 
people in Ametjca and worldwide for their right to vote at home. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this serious matter. 

., 
! 

Is mise le meas, 

~ / P. Cks~ · 
For : { HE do ALITION OF IRISH 

GROUPS IN SAN FRANCISCO 

cc: Hon. Charles J. Haugh~y, Taoiseach 

.I 

Hon. Gerard Collins, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Irish Immigration Reform Movement 

-

• 

, 
r 
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NALGO OFFICE 
BRENT HOUSE (9th floor) 
349 HIGH ROAD 
WEMBLEY, MIDDLESEX HA9 6BZ 
o 1 · 9 0 0 51 8 7 (direct line) 
01 - 904 1244 ext. 4174 
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/ 
S E C R E T A R V JOHN TYMON 

OUR REFERENCE: JT/ 

YOUR REFERENCE: 

Mr. Ray Bourke, 
Minister Fo~ Justice, 

' Briars Gate, 
Malahide Road, 
Swords, 
Co. Dublin, 
Ireland. 

Dear Mr. Bourke, 

NATIONAL AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 

OFFICE 
BRENT HOUSE (9thfloor) 
349 HIGH ROAD 
WEMBLEY, MIDDLESEX HA9 6BZ 
01 - 900 5187 (direct llne) 
01-904 1244 ext. 4174 

26th October 1990 

This Branch of NALGO, representing 2,500 local authority workers, are deeply 
concerned about the fate of Irish people living/working in Britain. 

I 

This Union has struggled .for many years to demonstrate the discrimination 
that exists against Irish workers in this Council, and in Britain generally. 
The fight against this injustice is an ongoing one and we are making some 
progress with regard to justice for Irish people in employment, tqe alloca
tion of grants and services provided by this Authority. 

We work for the abolition of all laws' that discriminate against minority 
groups in our•community and we are especially concerned about the 
indiscriminatle u~e of the P.T.A. against our Irish workers in our community; 

-i t ,, 

Many members of our Irish community, including members of our union NALGO, 
have been harhssed and arrested on ie~eral occasions under this reactionary 
law. 

Our members therefore have no faith in British Justice with regard to Irish 
people and are al~rmed that your Government is even considering the 
extradition of Irish citizens to horrors of the magnitude suffered by so 
many Iri'h people in Britain. 

' In the light of this historic fact that the Brent ' BJranch ~-f NALGO passed 
the following motion:-

Hunger Strfke_: Deasie_E!lis 

"This Executive notes with concern th~ hunger strike be~an 
in Portlaoise Prison by Dessie Ellis, on.the morning of 10th October 
1990 the day after his 38th birthday, against his extradition 
to Britain. 

We note, also, that he has been in detention since 19th May 
1981 - some months short of 10 years. 

2/contd .... 
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" The wirrants for his arrest were issued by the 
Magistrates Court' allege that he: t• 

'London 

0 

0 

had control of explosive substances with 
intent to endager life in England from 
1st JanujlrY 1981 to 27th October 1983; 

Conspired with others to cause explosions 
in Sritain during this period. 

This Executive points to the injustice suffered by the Birmingham 
Six, Guildford Four, The Winchester Three The Maguire 
Family, Guiseppe Conlon Dr. Moire O'Shea to demonstrate 
that there is no justice for Irish people framed under 
Th~ Prevention of Terro;ism Act and call on the Irish 
Government to refuse to extradite Dessie Ellis." 

Your early reply for consideration by our Branch members would be 
appreciated. 

Yours sincerely, 

J~~ J n Tymo , 
SRANCH S/CRETARY. 

l 

\ 
.I 

, , 
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SECRET A..llffi PERSONAL 

/ 
Tao1seach's meeting with Mr. and Mrs James Noel Ellis 

l, 

The Taoiseach met Mr. and Mrs Ellis, parents of Mr. 
Dessie Ellis, who is on hunger strike in Portlaoise, in 
Government Buildings on Tuesday, 6 November, 1990. 
Mr. F. Murray, Assistant Secretary to the Government, 
was also present. The Taoiseach had written to Mr. and 
Mrs. Ellis on 5 November and a copy of the, 
correspondence is attached to this note. The note does 
not purport to be an exhaustive account of all of the 
matters discussed in the course of the meeting which 
lasted for about 20 minutes. 

The Taois~ach in opening the meeting referred to his 
letter of· 5 November and reiterated that he was not in 
a position to offer any undertakings. He invited Mr. 
Ellis to set out the position as he saw it. 

Mr. Ellis said that his son was not prepared to come 
off uhe. hunger strike. If the Supreme Court case 
should go against him it was his son's wish to die in 
Ireland. If, however, the Supreme Court goes well from 
his son's point of view there may be time to get him 
back to proper health. He was having difficulties with 
his eyesight at pr~sent. His legal advisers wanted him 
to go to the Supreme Court on Thursday, 8 Novemb~r but 
he was not fit enough for the journey. 

Referring to the case against Dessie Ellis his father 
said there was no.evidence against his son "except the 
word of a Metropoli'tan policeman" • He would not accept 
this in the light of the Birmingham Six and Guildford 
Four cases. The policeman concerned was "in on those 
cases". Dessie Ellis would not get justice in England 

.. especially as a member of a Republican family. 

Mr. Ellis said that he had been all over the country in 
rel9 tion to his son's case. A lot of ~eputies and 
Senators whom he had met had agJ!leed tha't Dessie Ellis 
should not be extradited. Most o,f the people whom he 

· met had been sympathetic. He reterred to a meeting 
with the Leader of the Workers Party, Deputy Proinsias 
De Rossa, who had told him that he believep in 
extradition. Mr. De Rossa ~ad said that if his son 
wanted to starve himself to death that was a matter for 
him. 
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6. Mr. Ellis also referred to the statement issued by the 
Minister for Justice to the effect that he would not 
invoke Section 50 (2) of the Extradition Act. There 
was an option here to have Dessie Ellis tried under the 
Criminal Law Jurisdiction Act. 

7. The Taoiseach intervened at this point to say that the 
Minister could not do that once the extradition process 
had commenced. It might have been possible to deal 
with the case either by way of extradition or through 
the Criminal Law Jurisdiction Act procedure before 
proceedings had commenced but once the process of 
extradition had started it was not possible to switch 
to another procedure. 

8. Mr. Ellis: continuing said that he ·had not got a reply 
from the Minister for Justice for six months. In his 
(Mr. Ellis's) view everybody was entitled to justice 
and a proper answer to a request. The Taoiseach said, 
in response, "you have done your best•. Mr. Ellis in 
referring to the 1987 Act and the European Convention 
said 'tjiat his understanding was that no person s~ould 
be extradited if a trial woul.d be prejudiced by race or 
religion. The Taoiseach in response said that that had 
been tried before. Sometimes the law might seem odd 
but the law was the law. He reiterated that he could 
not ,interfere with ',the legal process and in response to 
a~ inquiry from Mr. Ellis said that the Attorney 

{ General likewise could not intervene. The Taoiseach 
'adde~ that he could not understand why Mr. Ellis's son 
would not w~it until after the Supreme Court case 
before embarking on the hunger strike. 

9. In response Mr. Ellis said that it was possible that 
the minute the Supreme Court case was over his son 
could be in Baldonnell and on his way t9 Britain within 

'an hour. If that were to happen his life would be 
finiJ;hed. 

10. The /Taoiseach said, in response,,, that a,s things stood 
I at present his life might well i:fe finished anyway. Mr. 

Ellis added that his son would rather finish his life 
here. · 

11. In reply to the points made by Mr. Ellis the Taoiseach 
said that there could not be any question 0£ the 
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British police not ensuring that a fair trial would be 
provided. Surely before his son decided to die he 
should let all the legal processes be tried both here 
and in Great Britain. If the Supreme Court verdict 
should go against him then his case would go to court 
in Britain. The Taoiseach strongly advised that Dessie 
Ellis should go through all that before deciding to 
fast to death. 

12. Mr. Ellis mentioned that a Judge Sommers (from the US) 
had sat in on the McNamee extradition case and had said 
that the judgement was disgraceful. The Taoiseach 
reminded him that when McGlinchy was brought to 
Northern Ireland the case against him was thrown out. 
The case against the Winchester Three had also been 
thrown ou~ on appeal. 

13. 

14. 

., 

15. 

.I 

16. 

Mr. Ellis continuing said that there was no answer in 
the case of a conspiracy charge. In his view there was 
no way to defend yourself against such a charge. He 
was not defending his son's methods. His son did not 
wish to.die in England. He added that all British 
judges were either ex-Army or Navy personnel - the 
Taoiseach dissented from this view. 

The Taoiseach made the point that surely Dessie Ellis 
should wait until ail final legal channels had been 
explored - dying was a final step. Mr. Ellis said that 

·if' the Supreme Court should give a "freedom verdict" 
l.his son would be alright provided he could be put into 

a cl£nic for treatment. If it should go against him he 
would die. 

At this point the Taoiseach said to Mr. Ellis that 
neither of them could decide on what the verdict of the 
Supreme Court might be. Mr~ Ellis said .he understood 
that. The Taoiseach mentioned that he understood Gerry 
Adams was to go to see his son on Saturday last. Mr. 
Ellis said that nobody wanted his son to die. The 
Taoipeach stated that a fixation was a £ixation. 
Dessie Ellis was a strong minded."person: 

· Continuing the conversation the Taoisea.ch said that 
initially he·had been reluctant to see Mr. and Mrs 
Ellis as he was afraid he,~ght raise expectations. 
Both the Taoiseach and the family had their respective 
points of view. The Taoiseach added that he would like 
Mr. Ellis to say to his son to wait until after the 
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SuprQme Court case had concluded and even until an 
English court decision would be deliver ed (if that 
should be necessary} before fasting to death. At this 
point Mrs. Ellis intervened to say that the family had 
already pleaded with him unsuccessfully. 

17. Mr. Ellis added that his son was thinking of "his 
comrades" and not just of himself. He had been 
thinking of the treatment which the Hill family had 
received because of the constant changes of jail in 
Paul Hill's case. The Taoiseach said that all that had 
changed now and that there was a new regime , in 
operation. He urged that Dessie Ellis should not offer 
up his life for that reason. He asked Mr. Ellis 
whether he would ask his son to give up his life to 
save the family the trouble of having to travel to 
England. Mrs Ellis intervened again at this point to 
say that ~er son was of the view that he would not get 
justice in England. His father added that the Hlgh 
Court verdict had been unsatisfactory. 

18. The Taoiseach reiterated that nob9dy wanted Dessie 
Ellis to die. At the same time he could not see 
anytfting that he or the Government could do that would 
change his mind or anything further that his parents 
could say to him. 

19. Mr. Ellis in response, stated that every time we go to 
visit him in Portlqoise we talk to him but he is 
adamant that he will continue. If the Supreme Court 

• goes well for him all would be fine but if not-. 
{, 

20. The ~aoiseach said he understood that Dessie Ellis was 
walking around in . prison. His father added that he was 
fairly weak but was of sound mind at present. He had 
been treated well and was getting another doctor to 
examine his condition. The Taoiseach said there would 
be no problem with that and added that if anything 

'further could be done ,Mr. Ellis should ·"let us know". 

21. In concluding their conversation the Taoiseach inquired 
from Mr. Ellis as to his backg;-ound, where he worked 

/ etc. He said that he had been 6 cabinet maker by trade 
and had worked with Collen Brothers both as a cabinet 

· ~aker · and later as a machinery ctiiver. By way of final 
comment the · Taoiseach expressed the hope that the case 
would come right in the e~d. / 

22. The meeting was amicable throughout. Mr. and Mrs Ellis 
then left Government Buildipgs. 
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Mr. and Mrs. James Noel Ellis, 
19, Dunsink Road, 
Finglas West, 
Dublin 11. 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Ellis, 

Thank you for your kind letter. 

I fully understand the anguish you both feel about the 
deterioration of your son's health as a .result of his 
refusing to take food. 

All I can do at this very serious stage is to urge you as 
I did in Waterford to do everything you can to persuade 
your son to abandon his fast. · . . 

Tragically it·is now putting his life at risk before the 
legal process is even completed as the Supreme Court·will 
hear his appeal on Thursday next. 

You have asked for a meeting with me. I am certainly 
willing to; meet you tomorrow, but I must tell you that at 
oux m~eting I will not be able to do any more than to 
e~phaP.ise again the advice I have already given you in 
Waterford. , 

Yours sincerely, 

\ Taoiseach . 

.I 

, ,. 
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5 NovemberJ 1990. 
/ 

Mr. ~and Mrs. James Noel Ellis, 
19, Dunsink Road, 
Finglas West, 
Dublin 11. 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Ellis, 

Thank you for your kind letter. 

I fully understand the anguish you both feel about the 
deterioration of your son's health as~ result of his 
refusing to take food. 

All I can do at this very serious stage is to urge you as 
I did in Waterford to do everything you can to persuade 
your son to abandon his fast. 

Tragically -it is now putting his life at risk before the 
legal process is even completed as the Supreme Court will 
hear his appeal on Thursday next. 

You have asked for a meeting with me. I am certainly 
willing t'o meet you tomo'rrow, but I must tell you that at 
qur meeting I will not be able to do any more than to_ 
~mp~sise again the advice I have already given you in 
Waterford, 

Yours sincerely., 

Taoiseacl). 

I II 

, 
/ 



; 

Misc. r.r 

To: ~-
Sub'ect to 

r , s~·~ ~ ~c:;P7-
From: 

1. 

AND PERSONAL ----------
I 

Taoiseach's meeting with Mr. and Mrs James Noel Ellis 

The Taoiseach met Mr. and Mrs Ellis, parents of Mr. 
Dessie Ellis, who is on hunger strike in Portlaoise, in 
Government Buildings on Tuesday, 6 November, 1990. 
Mr. F. Murray, Assistant Secretary to the Government, 
was also present. The Taoiseach had written to Mr. and 
Mrs. Ellis on 5 November and a copy of the ' 
correspondence is attached to this note. The note does 
not purport to be an exhaustive account of all of the 
matters discussed in the course of the meeting which 
lasted for about 20 minutes. 

2. The Taoiseach in opening the meeting re.ferred to his 
letter of 5 November and reiterated that he was not in 
a position to offer any undertakings. He invited Mr. 
Ellis to set out the position as he saw it. 

3. Mr. Ellis said that his son was not prepared to come 
off e~e hunger strike~ If the Supreme Court case 
should go against him it was his son's wish to die in 
Ireland. If, however, the Supreme Court goes well from 
his son's point of view there may be time to get him 
back to proper health. H.e was having ·dif flculties with 
his,eyesight at pre.sent. His legal advisers wanted him 
tq go to the Supreme Court on Thursday, 8 Novemb~r but 

the was not fit enough for the journey. 
I 

·4. Referring to. the case against Dessie Ellis his father 
said there was no .evidence against his son "except the 
word of a Metropolitan policeman". He would not accept 
this in the light of the Birmingham Six and Guildford 
Four cases. The policeman concerned was , "in on those I 
cases". Dessie Ellis would- not get justice in England 

·especially as a member of a Republican family. 

S. Mr. Ellis said that he had been all over the country in 
relation to his son's case. A lot of Deputies and 

I Senators whom he had met had agrted that ·Dessie Ellis 
should not be extradited. Most o~ the people_ whom he 
m~t ha:d been sympathetic. He referred to a meeting 
with the Leader of the Workers Party, Deputy Proinsias 
De Rossa, who had told him. that he believed' in 
extradition. Mr. De Rossa had said that if his son 
wanted to starve himself to death that was a matter for 
him. 
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6! Mr. Ellis also referred to the statement issued by the 
Minister for Justice to the effect that he would not 
invoke Section 50 (2) of the Extradition Act. There 
was an option here to have Dessie Ellis tried under the 
Criminal Law Jurisdiction Act. 

7. The Taoiseach intervened at this point _to say that the 
Minister could not do that once the extradition process 
had commenced. It might have been possible to deal 
with the case either by way of extradition or through 
the Criminal Law Jurisdiction Act procedure before 
proceedings had commenced but once the process of 
extradition had started it was not possible to switch 
to another procedure. 

8. Mr. Ellis continuing said that he ' had not got a reply 
from the Minister for Justice for six months. In his 
(Mr. Ellis's) view everybody was entitled to justice 
and a proper answer to a request. The Taoiseach said, 
in response, ''you have done your best" • Mr. Ellis in 
referring to the 1987 Act and the European Convention 
said , that his understanding was that no person spould 
be extradited if a trial would be prejudiced by race or 
religion. The Taoiseach in response said that that had 
been tried before. Sometimes the law might seem odd 
but the law was the law. He reiterated that he could 
not; interfere with, the legal process and in response to 
~n inquiry from Mr. Ellis said that the Attorney 
General likewise could not intervene. The Taoiseach 

l, added that he could not understand why Mr. Ellis' s son 
wouid not w~it until after the Supreme Court case 
before embarking -on the hunger strike. 

9. In response Mr. Ellis said that it was possible that 
the minute the Supreme Court case was over his son 
could be in Baldonnell and on his way to Britain within 
an hour. If that were to happen his life would be 
fini~hed. 

10. The Taoiseach said, in response that as things stood 
at present _his life might we11te finished -anyway. Mr. 
Ellis added that his son would rather finish his life 
l;lere. · 

11. In reply to the points made by Mr·. Ellis the Tao'.i.seach 
said that there could not be any question of the 
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British police not ensuring that a fair trial would be 
provided. Surely before his son decided to die he 
should let all the legal processes be tried both here 
and in Great Britain. If the Supreme Court verdict 
should go against him then his case would go to court 
in Britain. The Taoiseach strongly advised that Dessie 
Ellis should go through all that before deciding to 
fast to death. 

f 

12. Mr. Ellis mentioned that a Judge Sommers (from the US) 
had sat in on the McNamee extradition case and had said 
that the judgement was disgraceful. The Taoiseach 
reminded him that when McGlinchy was brought to 
Northern Ireland the case against him was thrown out. 
The case against the Winchester Three had also been 
thrown out on appeal. 

13. Mr. Ellis continuing said that there was no answer in 
the case of a conspiracy charge. In his view there was 
no way to defend yourself against such a charge. He 
was ,not defending his son's methods. His son did not 
wish·to die in England. He added that all British 
judges were either ex-Army or Navy personnel - the 
Taoiseach dissented from this view. 

14. The Taoiseach made the point that surely Dessie Ellis 
shduld wait until all final legal channels had been 
explored - dying was a final step. Mr. Ellis said that 

t, if the Supreme Court should give a "freedom verdict" 
•, his, son would be alright provided he could be put into 

a clinic for treatment. If it should go against him he 
would die. 

I 

15. At this point the Taoiseach said to Mr. Ellis that 
neither of them could decide on what the verdict of the 
Supreme Court might be. Mr. Ellis said he understood 
that. The Taoiseach mentioned that he understood Gerry 
Adams was to go to see his son on Saturday last . . Mr. 
Ellis said that nobody wanted his son to die. The 
Ta6iseach stated that a fixatioJl was a -fixation. 
Dessie Ellis was a s~rong minded person. 

16. Continuing.the conversation the 'Taoiseach said that 
initially.he had been reluctant ~o see Mr., and Mrs 
Ellis as he was afraid he· might raise exp~ctations. 
Both the Taoiseach and the "family had their respective 
points of view. The Taoiseach added tpat he would like 
Mr. Ellis to say to his son to wait until after the 



i 

' 

Mi~·. 

ROINN AN TAOISIGH 
n-

Uimhir .. . .. ... .. . .... . .. . 

To: 

From: 

SECRET AND PERSONALr ' 

-4-

I 

17. 

, 

Supreme Court case had concluded and even until an 
English court decision would be delivered (if that 
should be necessary) before fasting to death. At this 
point Mrs. Ellis intervened to say that the family had 
already pleaded with him unsuccessfully. 

Mr. Ellis added that his son was think.i.ng of "his 
comrades" and not just of himself. He had been 
thinking of the treatment which the Hill family had 
received because of the constant changes of jail in 
Paul Hill's The Taoiseach said that all that lwwi. 

-Bew- and that t er · ime in 
operation. He urged that Dessie Ellis should not offer 
up his life for that reason. He asked Mr. Ellis 
whether he would ask his son to give up his life to 
save the family the trouble of having to travel to 
England .. Mrs Ellis intervened again at this point to 
say that'her son was of the view that he would npt get 
justice in England. His father added that the High 
Court verdict had been unsatisfactory. 

18. The Taoiseach reiterated that nobody wanted Dessie 
Ellis to die. At the same time he could not see 
anythi'ng that he or the Government could do that would 
change his mind or anything further that his parents 
could say to him. 

19. Mr. Ellis in response, stated that every time we go to 
vi~it him in Portlaoise we talk to him but he is 
adamant that he will continue. If the Supreme Court 

t, goes well for him all would be fine but if not-. 

20. The Taoiseach said he understood that Dessie Ellis was 
walking around iri prison. His father added that he was 
fairly weak but was of sound mind at present. He had 
been treated well and was getting another doctor to 
examine his condition. The Taoiseach said there would 
be no problem with that and added that·if anything 
further could be done ·Mr. Ellis should "let us know". 

21. ' In concluding their conversation the Taoiseach inquired 
from Mr. Ellis as to his backg.b>und, where he worked 
etc. He said that h~ had been a cabinet maker by trade 
and had worked with Collen Brothers both as a cabinet 
maker and later as a machinery driver. By way of final 
comment the Taoiseach expressed 't;he hope tllat the case 
would come right in the en~.. ' 

22. The meeting was amicable throughout. Mr. and Mrs Ellis 
then left Government Buildings. 

7 November, 1990. 
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cc: Ambassador, Washington 
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from o•ceta,llaigh r ~ 
There tollows a letter which was received this morning {y /If 
addressed to me by the Council ot Presidents of Major 'tJ ~ 
Irish American Organisations requesting an urgent ~-~ 

)~

eeting to express their c<;>ncern and to discuss ".the 'JA. 0t, ·~ '4'/J 
options to extradition" which are available to the · l,... ~ 
Irish Government in the Dessie Ellis case. // ~ 

The Council of Presidents is an East Coast umbrella cf"'· 11 , 7' 0 
1 

group made up ot representatives ot the Irish American 
Congress, the American Irish Political Education 
committee, the Ancient order of Hibernians, the New , 

/ 

York Brehon Law Society, the Committee tor Legal 
Justice,. the Irish American Labor Coalition, the Iri~b_ 
Americ~_yn~ty Conference, ~tish Northern Ai~ and the 
Knights of Equ ty. Jack Irwin, wno-ia a Natlonal 
Director of the AOH and who is a member ot the 
Immigration Working Committee in New York told me of 
this letter when l met him last night at a reception 
and volunteered the view that our difficulties with 
Irish Northern Aid are well understood and that it 
would be possible to have a meeting with the Council of 
Presidents without the presence ot members of Irish 
Northern Aid df we wished. (In 1985 the then 
Government boycotted the st. Patrick'• Day Parade in 
New York becausa Peter King ot the ~itt e._! tor Legal 
tlJ.us.t,ic:L_waa Grand Marshall. King fias made, and 
continues to make, atatementa strongly supportive of 
Noraid and of the IRA). , 

Unl~ss ~ hear to the contrary, I would propose to agree 
to meet ·with representatives of the Council of 
Presidents, excluding Noraid and Peter King, at a date 
to be tixed, after the Supreme Court hearing. I would 
propose to listen to what they have to say and present 
them with any statement which might be available at the 
time from the Minister for Justice. 

November' 6, 1990 

\ 
I 

I 
/ 
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Coanal o~ Prlesirents 
OfMlj<>A 

l,nsb AmeRican Orlganizations . 
I 

Haiorable DaJtni° O'Ceall.aigh 
COOsul-General of Ireland 
515 Madisa, Avenue 
~ York:~ York 10022 

Deu Mr. Caisul-General: 

Novent>er 3rd, 1990 

'lbe Irish American oamunity is vitally ca,cemed about the deteri
orating physical cxnditicn of Irish hunger striker Deaimd Ellis. The Council 
of Presidents shares that o;,ncem and wishes to set up a meeting with you 
to discuss the options to extraditioo wtd.ch are available to the Irish government. 

Because sane of our nenber organizatioos have wo:cked with you in 
the past m other issues of caicem, mmy of ue are uncxmfortable with the 
denmstratioos which have . been rrounted at Iriah oonsulate offices throughout 
11)8 United States. · 

'!he urgency of this situatioo pratpta U11 to seek a neeting ss sooo 
as ~ssible. 'lberefore, Kathleen Holmes, Olaixpersa, of the Arrerican Irish 
ibngress will telephale your of £ice at Wednesday, NoYerr'ber 7th to arrange 
for the earliest~~ssible meeting between us. · 

f { 
' • j 

~.~l.p.J 
l<A'lliLEEN HOU4ES, Chai.Ipersoo )< 
.American Irish CCJlgress 

/~O <:1-;r. 
~~ ~~, t-aticrial President 
Ancient Order of Hibemians 

~ ~?' v~ ,. e,.~ 
PE'IER T. KING, Olaimen 0 
Cl::rnnittee for legal Justice 

Sincerely, 

~ 9-.$..: ... __ Q/ 

JOIN J. FINUCN£, .Natiooal President 
American Irish Political F.ducation cannittee 

J 

/ 

JNI , Director 
c:aq Labor CoaUtion 

1900 L Street N.W. • Suite 300 • Washington, D.C. 20036 
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103ERT c. L~, Ph.D. , Naticnal President 
Irish American Unity (:alference 

PAUL MURRAY, Natiooal, Olairman 
Irish Northern Aid Ccmnittee 

a:: Ad Hoe CO"rmittee fc;,r Irish Affairs 
Arrerican Protestants for Truth About Ireland 
Friends of Fianna Fail )(" 
Mr, Al O'Hagan 
Mrs. Dorothy Hayden cu:iahy . 
Irish ChMber' of tamerce in the United States of America 
His Enl.i.nence John cardinal o • camor 
Haiom~le P*,Ul O'Dwyer, United Natioos Arrbassador 
Most Reverend Edwatd Daly, Diocese of Brooklyn 
Most Reyerend Mm:k J. Hurley 
tat Reverend John R. McGann, Diocese of Rockville Centre 

\ ,. 

l 

,· 
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CONSULATE GENERAL OF IRELAND 
t • 

rst~ MAD1so:s AVENUE 

NEW YORK. N .Y.100:i2 

From o. o•ceallaigh 

c.c. B. Scannell (Emb. Washington) 

9 November, 1990 
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Meeting with council ot freaidents or Major Irish-American organisations 

Re; oessie Ellis 

Date; 2 Nov~mtier, 1990 

venu§: consulate 

Attendance; Consul-General 
Vice-Consul Sheehan 

Kathleen Holmes, American Irish Congress 
John Finucane, American Irish Political 

Jack Irwin, 
Cody McCone, 

Joe Jamison, 

canny Dee, 

Education committee. 
A.O.H. 
New York Brehon Law 
society 
Irish American Labor 
coalition. 
Irish American Unity 
conference 

Harry O'Brien, Suffolk Brehon Law 
society. 

I met with the' .above for an hour and a quarter this 
evening. Each one of them spoke and all expressed 
serious disquiet at the changes in ,our extradition laws 
and particular concern about the Dessie Ellis case, the 
main points ot which are as follows: 

\ 

i) 1he.Government should utilise the Criminal Law 
fJur~sdiction Act to try Ellis rather than 
.;extradit-. him. Government has a "moral duty" to 
try him in Ireland. 
J 

2) Incredulity that Government would permit 
extradition to Britain. The Government's policy 
was "amazingly inconsistent" with its views c;m the 
Birmingham Six etc. . · 

3) Ellis will not receive a fair trial if 
extraditJad. Mention was made of the ,,Guildfot:d 

.I Four, the Birmingham Six etc. . " 
' 

4) Ex~radition or death on hunger strike would 
have very negative consequences for the 
relationship between the Irish~American communir1:y 
and the Irish Government. · 

Paul O'Dwyer sent a letter (copy attached) to ~e with . 
Cody McCol')e, who works in his law office in which.he 
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' l 
said that he agrees with paragraph three oft the letter 
addressed to the Taoiseach by New York State 
Ass~mblymen on 1 November which states that the 1987 
extradition legislation permits the option of trying 
Ellis unde7 Irish law and asks why proceed with 
extradition. 

In response, I said that I would convey their views to 
my authorities. I said that press reports indicate that 
the Supreme court judgement would be available next 
week. I outlined the facts of the hearing in the 
supreme Court as reported in today's Irish Times a.nd I 
re(ereed to the views of the Minister for Justice as 
reported in the Irish Times of 6 November (which t.he 
Department has confirmed), stressing that the Minister 
has made it clear to Ellis that there is no question of 
his intervening in this case under s. 50 (2) (a) and 
(b) of the Extradition Act. 

The meeting consisted of endless repetition by the 
visitors of their :views on the Ellis case and of more 
general views on the situation in Northern Ireland. K. 
Holmes said the group would like to have a response 
from the Government about their concerns. I did not 
undertake to obtain any response for them but I did say 
that they could remain in contact with us • 

• 
comment; I think the meeting was useful in allowing the 
representatives ot some of ~hese organisations to make 
their points at length and to convey their concern. 
This may allow the more mod,rate of these organisations 
to retain their distance from the Noraid 
demopstrationa. (However, the group did protest 
fo?11lally at the exclusion of Noraid and Peter King from 
the .:meeting.)! They are, however, concerned that Ellis 
may die or may be extradited and either one of these 
eventa could result in most,' 1! not all, of these 
groups becoming involved in protests against the 
Government. No mention was made ot any publicity . 
concerning the meeting but it is a possibility that 
those present will publicise i .t. , · 

~ ~ 
o. 61ceallaigh 
9 November., 1990 

, 
/" 
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PAUL O'DWYER 
CoMMl!SlONU 

(I 
NEW YORK CITY COMMISSION 

FOR THE UNITED NATIONS AND CONSUIAR CORPS 
Two UN PWJ., 21TH FLOOR, NEW YoRK, NY I 0017 

(212) !19-9!00 

FAX (212) !19-~~ 

/.PliA ( ~ 1 N.--J . , f., 
J -,.<f~ tl.1 J ~ ;J~· 
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CONSULATE GENERAL OF IRELANO 

400 N. Ml~HIGAN AVl:NUI 

C:HIC:AGQ, IL.LINQIS 80911 t ' 

/ 
9 November 19~0 

To: Oliver Grogan 
From1 G~ry An.bro, Con Gen Chicago 

I att•ch for your information a copy of a resolution which 
was adopted by tha Chic•go City Coun~il o~ November 7th. 
Alderman Ed Burke (who s~onsored a hel~ful re~oluticn on the 
Mor~iscn Bill ~nd • resolution of welcom• for the ~ord M•yor 
of Dublin - ~lso on 7th), w~• appro•ehed by a worker in the 
City Clerk'~ Of fie• who i9 • sup~ortsr of · the Fri•nds of 
I~ish Freedom. Although we wer~ consulted about tna wording 
of the Lord M.yor's resolution we wer• not informed of the 
intention to propo~• an F.llis resolution. I spoka to 
Alderman eu,~e's aide this morning and ma~ked hi• c•rds. 

" 

, 
/ 

. - -
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FR:r 1..,•_.a 
' •""' CON 

RESOLUTION 

VIHERiiAS, Desmond Ellis on October 10, 1990 begnn a hu11ger · 
strike to protest his possible extradition to Great Britain by th1 Republic of 
Ireland; and · 

WHEREAS, ijr. Ellis is wanted by the British go:venunent on tl1e 
vague charge of "conspiracy" stemming from the sit,1ation in Northcr11 
Ireland; and -

Amnesty Inten1anomu tU.1.u o"''"'·""· r··--··. 
have publicly expressed arave concern about the treatment the NonAbrn 
Irish 1-eceive in the British judicial system; and 

'WHEREAS, There is reason to believe that, if extradited, Mr. Ellis 
would not be dealt with under the same standards of justice that we in ~1c 
United States hold so dear and have fought so hard to maintain; now. 
therefore, ' 

BB IT RBSOL VBD. That we, the mayor and members of the 
Chicago City Council, in meeting assembled this seventh day of November, 
1990, do he1·eby memoriallze the Republic of Ireland not to extrad te 
Desn1ond Ellis to any country where he is not assured of being tre ted in 
accord with the highest standards of Justice; and 

• 
BE rr PURTHBR RESOLVED, That suitable copy of this r solution 

be presented to the principle parties involved . 

•• 

\ 
I 

ALDERMAN ... 14'rH WARD 

I 
i.f 
r 

.... 

-- - • • I - ------· • ~• .. , . .. 

. . 
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' 

/ 

9th .Novramber, lS·90 

Mr, John Murray 
At torney-Oenera:. 
Dail Eiraann 
00BL1N 2 
IRELAND 

Dosr Attorgey-G·~neral, 

1.um1~iTi11,; ;QvN,11. 
il .. 111.IA.IO~NI HO"U 

. ,\Df;LAIDE, U. 5000 

It hee been broJ~ht to my att~ntion that :Mr. Deaaie Elli•, an 
Irish national 1nd curr•otly a pri1oner in Portlaoise Gagl, it 
facing oxtredition to stand trial on con~piroQy 
charges. I und~rs tend that: M1·. £llis dispu tea the ohnr;ea l 

ia concerned that hG will not receive a fair tri,l ift Srit•in 
and ~•queet, to be t~ied in an Irish court. , 
I appreciate· the sensitivity af politiee1 intl'Ueicn into judicial 
prooedur•a· However, the judgement, 1n lritAin regarding the 
Birmingham Six, Guilford ~our, Winchett•r Thr••, the M•guire 
Gamily end the partiolity o! the British media wh•r• trials of 
Irish netionale are eonce~n~d, givo1 me 9r4ve ooncern that Irish 
people cannot ~eceive ~ foi~ trial in B&it«in. I believe thst 
th!~ ie the vie~ ol leeding British ~nd lriah M•mbara of 
~drli~ment and human rights groups. 
l •,M'I in·fom'od · that there are c::on at i tu tional power& open to your 
Goyei!'rUT1ont te, ~r•v•1'lt M~· .• Elli•' w)l.l:i:a'1iL.i.v,·1, c&ml ea.)\ Ll11,1L ~,.,n,u.· 
Government doe~ ell it esn to ensura Mr. Ellis' trial is held 
in Ireland. 

Yours sincerel}, 

:{#hi 
HON GEORGE WEl\~~HERl LL 

,, 

. . 
I , 
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LEG .SLATIVE COUNCIL 
PAftLIA~ll!:Nl' HOUSE, MELBOUANE, VIC, :SOOl 

754505; # 3 
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TELE .. MONI! e11 11911 

; r , Electcf'•te Office: 
14C Bcronia Read 
Vermont 

/ 

Th.,- Hrm. RAy Su,·k~ 
M1rdster for JusticP. clnt.J 1.:c1111111u11ic~tirm'!I 
Oai l E i rea,.,n 
DL1bl .in L 
IRELAND 

... , 

Tela 
~tl>el 

. ,, 

8/4 ibOIJ5 
812 ~488 

I, 'th~ signR\:.rJry. ,.upp~f't. thP. i::.tli'- fA111ily il1 th~ir fPncfwevcr!I' en 
bP.tial I· of their c;c,r 1111d br-r1U1~r. DP.~111cmci El Liis who is cur'rantly 
lmpl"iFocnP.d in JreJr1nd. · 

1, tile 5ignator·y, .,~p,u, l to yc:11..1 in your po!iiii'ticn i1111A Min h1ter for 
Ju,;tic:e, to erisur·e? lJrn;mor,rj Elli~ ii;; net P><tradit•d to Eni.iland • 

• 

ll1e E1H"cpe~11 Cnurl of Hum,"l.r, ~~qhl·.'rl, (\1111,l='c:;ty ;lr1terna.tio1i•l 4nd 
l:fritain · c. N~tion'"'l r:n,mr:i I for l.'. ivil l . i.be1·t.{,.. 1 a._ well aa semi! 
F:lr"it1$~, MFi-n1b~r· s t:,'f P,u li.:lmP.11l, c11H·l Am .ine,~t I;,111wyP.1'"'3, liava 
h1ghlight~d and c:r- tir.lc;.e1c.l 1:1,e Hr,ti~h C:iov1trrim•nt·s treatment of 
1 r 1 s t, c i t .i .: P.n J;t • 

. ' ' 
l dc i nOt i lH'QUe ,tr11mctf11c·:e nr qu,lt r,r 1,~~mrmd Elli'a, but s••k .a 
f~i,- ' a,n(I •pnJmpl: tr . l'J t,y lhe lt ' i!'.h .luc1ic.ial'y. 

• 1 ! 

1 b!!l,1evP. Oe~mcH1d Et I .~. ~., "'"· ~r .l ~I, 1,o1t:i.c:mAl. may be neni•d this 
,;"ould th@ lr.1sh Gove,·nm~nt pn:.>t.:fifftd to .illo~ l"lis f?)(traditicn tc 
E.nQ l a,,d , 

Ycur':J s.i.nc@r'@l y 

,, \ . - ,p,#,. , . .. 

l ,. i 
) ;, J ~ i "· 

Je.-ry Mc:L,9119n MLC " 
Memb~r tor ~cronia Provine~ 
Chairpe~~o~- ALP F,reign AffairH c · te& 

c:c:: , lr,i.5h Embassy ir, GAnb-"rnf ,, 
, 

A11<;,traiian-lri.sl1 N~t,c::i""'l hMtr-~{1ition L.:ommittae 
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Nti111•"1lQtr11 t mpLolfee6 -"1.HteH 

W. J. CURRAN, State Secretary 
G. I IRD, AUMCOt Stcntary 
T, DElJIS, Prwdenl 

/ 

An Taoiseach 
The Hon Charles J Haughey, TD, 
Department of Taoiseach 
Dail Eireann 
Dublin 2 
IRELAND 

Dear Mr Hauahey 

...... 
:, .. ... 

. , . . ,. ~ .... ......... ' 

RE: Deamond Ellis - E>.tradit1on to England. 

1911 

November J. 1990 

I, the signatory, 6uppc,rt the Ellis family in their end1tavoura on behalf 
of their son and brothi,r, Desmond Ellis whc is currently imprisoned in 
Ireland. 

I, the signatory, appeol to you in your position as Ta.oisaach, to ensure 
Desmond Ellis is not ext::adited to Enaland. . ' 

The Eurdpeaa Cburt of lluman Rights, Amneaty International and Britain's 
National1 Co4nc1l for Ci·,11 Libertie•, aa wall aa eome British H,P,e and 
eminent·· lawye~s, have 11ghlighted and criticised the Br1t1ah Goverament'e 
treatment of Irish citiz!n&, · 

' 
I do not argue innocence or guilt of Desmond Ellis, but seek a fair and 
prompt trail by the Irish Judiciary. 

I believe Desmond Ellie, an Irish national, may be denied this should the 
Irish Government proceed to allow his extradition to England. 

Yo~s sin~e · ,. 

\ · 

~--....__. 
C 

II 

J ,, 
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' . ·-

' 

Mr. John J.('u'k'ray 
Attorney General 
t>&ll itreann · 
Dublin 2 
Ireland 

I , , 

• .. ~·TW ,. 
... - i 

~ ~ ' 

' . 
On behalf or the n1emben ot Communlly Radlo redei·atlon Ltd. I pttlUc.,~ you In 
the matter ot the posalble eltt.radiUon et Mr, De,mond Elli• to •~"'d trl11l on 
conaptracy aha.rt, 11 tn 1:ngland. · 

The Commu~lt.7 R,,dio federaUon haa been notitted by the D11,t1 Ellf, Anti .. 
Jb:t:racUtfon Coanm1'~te1 (Au1tralia) of ooneern1 that·Mr, Em, would not r-eoeive • 
t81r trial in Britain 1hould h• be 11tradlted. That Commltttt hftl alt10 mAd• 
refe1.•ence to the "Outldford Foui,u and the 1•strmln1hain 8111 " oa.ae• to 
aubatantiate ~heir a~fument. 

On bohalt ot r,y member, I would a1k the1t you do all thins, Pollible to arr,u,1• 
tor tha trial of M1. E11i11 to bt bald in Ireland rath•r than ln Eniland, 

Your• ef nee rely, . 

. "") ~ 
•~ '\: ':.) ~~~'-· ~--... 

I t . 
Sue(J.n ' Duffy, 
Socr,tary 
Communlt7 Radio rederation 

I 

COMMUNITY RADlO FEDERATION LtMITED , . . / 

i, ~1n1II, ~,. fffl.rt'IV ~065 Phuru, (ll.1) 419 M77. PoAtal Adllru11 ; J:10 Bol' f27?, Cnllin~·ood l066.'FAM 1n.11 '117 +l'l:l ---------.-------- _..,... ------· .. - ·-· ... ·- - ~ ·· 
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Mr John Murray 
Attorney~~~neral 
Dall Elreann 
Dublin 2 
lretend 

/ 

LE:GISLATIVE COUNCIL 
ri.&.r LIAMENT I IOOSE. MELBOURNI!, \/IC, !I002 

JOAN COXSEDGli 
MEMBl!.FI Of! ,.uLIAMENT 

MELBOURNI WHT PAOYINCE 

754505; # 6 

754505;1:* 15 

TELEPHONE est 011 

1 November 1990 . 
Dear. Mr Murray, 

I write to you concerning the ~·osslblllty that Dessie Ellis may be extradited from Ireland 
to England. to face consplrac:, charges. 

As I am sure you are aware, there are many people around the world; of whom I am 
one • who believe that Mr Ellis would not receive a fair ·trial in England given the 
circumstances surrounding rls case and the experiences of the Guildford Four and 
the Birmingham Six. While t ,e charges against him may seem absurd, there Is no 
doubt that he may well be 01,nvlcted given what has happened to these other Irish 
citizens who found themselvE s In similar positlorua. · 

' I understand that under a nev, ea agreement, th~.Brltlsh..GoyMO!!!_ent has the clgbUQ...... 
.,, d~mari~ -~1«.!!ditlon of Trrslrsubfects for se:cafled C!Jmes-Jn the, Urnted l<1Ai88M. 

Ho""WrJver, therilifn.9_~01JitcaLexemptlon clause covering this nor does a prlma facle 
case have to be estab shed. Apparently, It. ls under this agreement that Mr Ellls may 
be sent to Erigtand. On the other hand, there does exist a Criminal Law Jurisdiction 
Act which allows those accu ;ed in either 9~)untry to be tried In either country and I 
understand that there ls a po:1slblllty that this could be invoked so that Mr Ellls could · 
answer ~l

1
s1Britif.h charges In an Irish court of law. 

If this Is ttie case, I ask that every effort be made by you and your government to 
arrange to !;,old the trial in Ireland. I would remind you that Australia Is a country which 
has been largely settled by lrl ;h Immigrants end that there is much Interest here In the 
fate of our cousins In the Nor hern hemisphere. Many of us are especially concerned 
now about Mr Ellls's health since he has been on a hunger-strike ~nd belleve that- a 
speedy decision .to ensure h11 has a fair trial In ~Is own country Is lmpe'ratlve. 

\ 

\ 

JOAN COXSEOGE MP 
MELBOURNE WEST PR0~1~·ce 

' 
Elactcr11t• Offlce: 81 Irvin; Stretl, Footecny 3011, Viqtori1, Auatr1lla 
· TEL. (03) 889 6538 J!,\X: (03) 8811 5Bl2 
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National Archives Act, 1986, Regulations, 1988 
r • 

ABSTRACTION OF PART(S) OF A RECORD PURSUANT TO REGULATION 8 

-Form to be completed and inserted in the original record 
/ 

in place of each part abstracted 

(i) Reference number of the separate cover under which the abstracted part has been 
filed: S230/08/05/00310 

{ii) How many documents have been abstracted: 

(iii) Thedateofeachsuchdocument: t.1.. ~ovev'Y\~'r \~<;O 

(iv) Thedescriptionofeachdocument: N,c\-e oP. c1.~scuss;.::, .. '"' ( f)•\"''""h"} 

(v) Number of pages: ~ 

[Where appropriate, a composite description may be entered in respect of two or more 
related documents] 

(v) Reason(~) why the part hasheeri,.abstracted for retention: 

.I 

! 

Section 8 (4) (a) (b) & (c) of the National Archives Act, 1986 
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/2 November, 1990. 

/ 

Messrs. Garrett Sheehan & Co., 
Solicitors, 
32 Francis Street, 
Dublin 8. 

Dear Sirs, 

t ' 

~ t;~ 

<JM 
~ 
fl--{ II 
,,..-- ' 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 9 November, 
1990, (ref. GS/AMCH) in regard to your client, Mr. Desmond· Ellis. 

Yours faithfully, 

'(Ur. -:r ~ > I ::r 
/;c...,. h,. ~4 ,,~ • 

Secretary to the Government. 

t 



Telephone: 616944 

Telex No: 90879 

Fax No : 761806 

Mr. D. Nally, 

Our Ref. SR12/31 

/ Your Ref . 

Secretary to the Government. 

OIFIG AN ARD-AIGHNE 
(Office of the Attorney General) 

GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS 

UPPER MERRION STREET 

DUBLIN 2 

12 November, 1990 

I refer to the letter dated 9 November, 1990 addressed to you by 
; Messrs. Garrett Sheehan & Co., Solicitors, in regard to their 

client, Mr. Desmond Ellis. 

The Attorney General directs me to say that in his opinion the 
appropriate reply would b~ a letter which simply acknowledged 
receipt of the Solicitors' letter. 

Matthew Russell 
Senior Legal Assistant 

l. ,, 
! 



GA {Err SHEEHAN & COMPANY 

32 Francis Street, Dublin 8. 
Telephone ; 533477/$33521. 
Fax No. : 533528 1 

In reply etc. 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: GS/AMCH I 

Date: 9th November 1990 

The Secretary, 
Government of Ireland, 
Government .Buildings, 
Upper Merrion Street, 
Dublin 2. 

Dear Sir, 

t I 

Solicitors: 

Garrett Sheehan 
Robert Eagar 

Legal Executive 

Valerie Cronin 

We act for Desmond Ellis whose extradition case is presently before 
the Supreme Court awaiting judgement. 

It is our submission that our system of Extradition Law is such that 
the Government has power to refuse the extradition of any citizen 
irrespective· of the decision of the Courts. 

Should it happen that the Supreme Court direct the extradition of 
Desmond Ellis to England or authorise the implementation of the 
existing District Court Orders made in that behalf we wish to apply 
on behalf of Desmond Ellis for an or~er that he not be extradited 
to England. 

The grounds for ~o doing are:-

1. An unconscionable length of time has elapsed since the crimes 
alleged against Mr. ~llis were committed with the inevitable 
result that it is grossly prejudicial to preparing a defence and 

2. that conditions are such in England that it is well nigh 
impossible for an Irish citizen charged with an explosives offence 
charge and believed to be of Republican sympathies to get a fair 
trial 

We believe that the depth and extent of the probl~t in this latter 
regard will 6e very well known to the Government th_rough its 
diplomatic agents and other sources of information ·and that the 

/, Contd ..• 
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Government is in a better position to calculate th, .extent of this 
problem than the Courts. 

It is of course essential that Mr. Ellis should not be removed from 
the jurisdiction uri~il this application has been duly dealt with by 
the Government and we hereby request the Government to make the 
appropriate arrangements to ensure that Mr. Ellis is not delivered 
out of this furisdiction until the Government has discharged its 
legal and constitutional functions in this regard. 

Yours faithfully, 

& COMPANY 

! 

\ 
I 
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DESMOND ELLIS from Finglas in Dublin 
commenced a hunger-strike in Portlaoise 
Prison on Wednesday, 1 (!th October. In a 
statement issued 
from the jail 
Desmond Ellis said: 

"I am going on 
hunger-strike to the 
death, if necessary, to 
prevent my extra<jition 
to Britain. The 
government has it in its 
power to stop my 
extradition and only 
the Irish people can 
force the government 
to act. I now appeal 
with my life to you the 
Irish people." 

:, 
e DESSIE ELLIS 

Desmond Ellis is in grave danger of being the first citizen 
from the 26 Counties to be extradited to England on political 
charges. If he is handed over he faces charges of "conspiring 
to cause explosions" in Britain at unspecified times between 
January 1981 and October 1983. Dessie was never in Britain at 
all during that time, but conspiracy charges are, by their 
nature, impossible to disprove. 

Right through the 1970s and early 1980s Irish courts 
refused to extradite people to Britain or the North to face 
charges which were political or politically related. The 
Supreme Court judgement which led to the release of 
extradition victims Owen Carron, Dermot Finucane and Jim 
Clarke earlier this year upheld that internationally recognised 
principle. But in Desmond Ellis' case Justice Hamilton in the 
High Court ruled that British trials of Irish suspects were 'fair'. 

Dessie no longer has faith in the courts or the politicians 
who hide behind them. The government has the power to 
stop his extradition. 

Please help save Dessie's life 
/Vo British Justice - /Vo Extradition 



WHY IS DESSIE ON HUNGER-STRIKE? 
• As an Irish citizen facing politically-related charges, and as a 

known republican, he cannot get a fai r trial in Britain. 
• He has been to the courts in Ireland and has been told: 

(al That British ju~tice for Irish people is 'fair', despite 
evidence presented on the Birmingham Six and Guildford 
Four cases and affidavits from British solicitor Gareth Peirce; 

(bi That the alleged offences which relate directly to the 
ongoing conflict in the North were not 'political'. 
• Fianna Fail, the government_,Party, has ignored Dessie's 

plight, despite a unanimous vote of delegates at their last 
Ard Fheis against p9litical extradition. 

a If handed over to Britain he will face certain conviction -
his 'trial' has already been prejudiced by adverse media 
coverage. A fair trial is out of the question. Potential jurors 
will be vetted by the Special Branch to ensure a "correct 
verdict". 

• He is charged under Britain's notorious conspiracy laws. It is 
almost impossible to defend oneself against "conspiracy 
with person or persons unknown" over a three-year period. 

NATIONAL MARCH 
2pm Sat 1'0th Nov 

St Stephen's Green 
DUBLIN _ 

DESSIE IS NOW APPEALING • 
TO YOU, THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND 

He is asking you to tell the politicians that he should not 
become the first political hostage to be extradited to England. 

PLEASE GIVE Hl rv'J YOUR SUPPORT 
• Write to your TD or councillor. 

• Write to the papers. 
• Raise Dessie's case in your tenants' association, trade 
union, sports club, or political party. 
• Attend meetings and demonstrations on Dessie's 
behalf. 

Join a local action group or form one if there is none 
in your area. 

If you want further\ififotrttatio,.~ c:d,'tiffll;f :t,{ 
,,Irish Anti~Extratlltio.n Corti'°nlitte~~ : -,J=:;;95:r=Pii 
29 Mount1·oy Square ,'4r·f; . ~- «~- ~ ~ 

D'i::iblin 1. _, .& * 

'Tel ('01) .. 366489 . 
. . ; . ~ 

Money is urgently needed for the campaign . 

. Donations to: IAEC J!-/C 8[!331532, 

Bank of Ireland, Rotunda Branch, Dublin 1. 
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For attention, plaa.se. 
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Dear Taoiseach, 
/ 

Straffan. 

Co. Kildare. 

Tel: 01-6272149 (Home) 
01-789737 (Office) 

DAIL l=IREANN 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH, 2. 
(Dublin, 2). 

13 / 11 / 90 

I visited Mr. Dessie Ellis in the Curragh Military Hospital yesterday 
where he is on the 36th Day of a hunger strike. His protest is against 
a proposal to extradite him to Britain to face charges there. 

I explained to Mr . Ellis the serious and eventual fatal consequences 
of the continuation of his protest in its present form and I requested 
him to end his protest. He refused this request and ipdeed seemed to 
me to be most determined to continue his fast. 

I asked what were the conditions on which he would resume taking 
nourishment and he stated that he wished the alleged offences on 

; which he is charged to be tried before an Irish Court under the Criminal 
Law Jurisdiction Act. If this were accepted he would end his fast. I 
pointed out the difficulties in achieving this and I undertook to 
contact you by letter in the matter. 

I would therefore urge that you contact the British Authorities to seek 
their agreement to the course of action Mr. Ellis seeks i.e. the use 
of the Criminal Law Jurisdiction Act in his case. If you agree to 
taking this action I would urge that Mr. Ellis be. informed at an early 
date. 

If you or your officials wish to speak to me further on this or if I 
can be of any assistance in resolving the matter without loss of life, 
I will be available. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Emmet M. Stagg 

\ 
I 

I 
/ 
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Dear Taoiseach, 
/ 

Straffan. 

Co. Kildare. 

Tel: 01-6272149 (Home) 
01-789737 (Office) 

DAIL EIREANN 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH, 2. 

(Dublin, 2). 

13 / 11 / go 
• 

I visited Mr. Dessie Ellis in the Curragh Military Hospital yesterday 
where he is on the 36th Day of a hunger strike. His protest is against 
a proposal to extradite him to Britain to face charges there. 

I explained to Mr. Ellis the serious and eventual fatal consequences 
of the continuation of his protest in its present form and I requested 
him to end his protest. He refused this request and indeed seemed to 
me to be·most determined to continue his fast. 

I asked what were the conditions on which he would resume taking 
nourishment and he stated that he wished the alleged offences on 
which he is charged to be tried before an Irish Court under the Criminal 
Law Jurisdiction Act. If this were accepted he would end his fast. I 
pointed out the difficulties in achieving this and I undertook to 
contact you by letter in the matter . . 
I would therefore urge that you contact the British Authorities to seek 
their agreement to the course of action Mr. Ellis seeks i.e. the use 
of the Criminal Law Jurisdiction Act in his case. If you agree to 
taking this action I would urge that Mr. Ellis be informed at an early 
date. 

If you or your officials wish to speak to me further on this or if I 
can be of any assistance in resolving the matter without loss of life, 
I will be available. 

Yours Sincerely, 

~t 
, 

Emmet M. 

\ 
I 

' ,, 
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14 November, ~990. 
/ 

Mr. Emmet M. Stagg T.D., 
Dail Eireann, 
Dublin 2. 

Dear Mr. Stagg, 

I 

The Taoiseach has asked me to ac nowledge receipt of your letter 
of 13th November 1990 about Mr. J l lis and to indicate that he 
notes and appreciates your co/nce rn in the matter. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

J 

I 

,,-

" 

/ 
/ 
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ROINN AN TAOISIGH 

Uimhir. : . .. ...... ....... . 

SECRET 

/ 

EXTRADITION 

Note 

I conveyed the Taoiseach's views, as directed, about the 
non-implementation of the agreement reached between the 
people immediately concerned as to the arrangement this 
morning to the Prime Minister's Principal Private Secretary 
- stressing that this was one of the most difficult, 
troubled and emotional cases. I said that the Taoiseach's 
view was that this bungling had to stop - or the other 
arrangements would. 

The Private Secretary said that he had no immediate 
knowledge of ~hat was happening but would enquire and come 
back to me immediately. He would also tell the Prime 
Minister. 

He telephoned within the hour to say that his understanding 
was that the definitive arrangements had been in place since 
about 12,00 noon. He said that there had undoubtedly being 
a 'cock-up' for which they. had no hesitation in apologising. 
Apparently somebody had failed to get clearances for the 
plane. It had been in the air and had been turned back. He 
was having a full enquiry made into the matter and hoped for 
a report soon. 

·ShGrtly after I made the first telephone call the British 
' Am~assador got on to me to say that there had been a foul up 
•, but that,, by then, things had righted themselves and the 

I 

plane was now in the air. I conveyed the Taoiseach's views 
'to him also in the strongest terms, pointing to the dangers 
to the entire process arising from this sort of messing. 
The procedures should be followed through the proper 
channels without interferenbe. 

Dermot Nally 
14 November, 1990. 

I 
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ROINN AN TAOISIGH 

Uimhir .. . . ... . . . . 

SECRET 

EXTRADITION 

Note 

I conveyed the Taoiseach's views, as directed, about the 
non-implementation of the agreement reached between the 
people inunediately concerned as to the arrangement this 
morning to the Prime Minister's Principal Private Secretary 
- stressing that this was one of the most difficult, 
troubled and emotional cases. I said that the Taoiseach's 
view was that this bungling had to stop - or the other 
arrangements would. 

The Private Secretary said that he had no immediate 
knowledge of what was happening but would enquire and come 
back to me imµlediately. He would also tell the Prime 
Minister. 

He telephoned within the hour to say that his understanding 
was that the definitive arrangements had been in place since 
about 12.00 noon. He said that there had undoubtedly being 
a 'cock-up' for which they had no hesitation in apologising. 
Apparently somebody had failed to get clearances for the 
plane. It had been in the air and had been turned back. He 
was having a full enquiry made into the matter and hoped for 
a report soon. 

, 
Shortly after I made the first telephone call the British 

,·Aml}assador got on to me to say that there had been a foul up 
· but• that, by then, things had righted themselves and the 
· plane wa's now in the air. I conveyed the Taoiseach' s views 
,to him also in the strongest terms, pointing to the dangers 
to the entire process arising from this sort of messing. 
The procedures should be followed through the proper 
channels without interference. 

/ ~ ·· 

De:trnot Nally 
14 November, 1990. 
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/..JI - II . 1'·\J Jf1_ 
Desmond Ellis Case 

~11 
·v\ 

/ 

We have been informed by the Attorney ~eneral/s Office that the 

Attorney General has nominated Mr. Donagh McDonagh B.L. to be the 

Government's observer at the Ellis trial. We have asked the 
/ 

Embassy in London to facilitate Mr. McDonagh in carrying out his 

task. 

Ro~n~ 

1 

18 November, 1990 

c. c. PSM, Mr. Nally, PSS, Mr. Mathews, Ambassador London, Mr. 

Brosnan. 

\ 
I 
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6 December 1990 

Mr Charles Powell 
Private Secretary 

Roinn an Taoisigh 
Department of the Taoiseach 

to the Prime Minister 

Many thanks for your letter about the recent RAF special flight. 

I think the best thing we can all do is to ponder again what 
Burns said about the best laid plans of mice and men 

With all bes~ wishes. 

See you (,in Rome . 

y-- ,-:_~ 
~ 

I 

Na1 y 
y t o the Government 

Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 11 

Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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From the Private Secretar;.y 

/ 

10 DOWNING STREET 
LONDON SWlA 2AA 

23 November 1990 

You spoke to me on the morning of 14 November about the 
arrangements for an RAF special flight to be used for the Ellis 
extradition. 

I am sorry that there was some confusion. We have looked 
into the reasons for this carefully. 

As the result of arrangements they had made with the 
Metropolitan Polit::e late on Thursday 13 November, the Garda were 
expecting the RAF'special flight to leave Northolt at 0900 hrs 
on 14 November and arrive at Dublin at 1005 hrs. It did not 
arrive until 1200 hrs. This was because, despite the best 
efforts of our Embassy in Dublin diplomatic clearance for the 
flight from the Irish Government was not given until after 1000 
hrs on 14 November, by which time the aircraft, which had left 
on sche<;iule·, h'ad been obliged to divert to RAF Brawdy. The 
Garda appea~ not to have ensured that urgent diplomatic 
clearance would ~e forthcoming when our Embassy approached the 
Irish De.partment of Foreign Af.f~irs. 

There was a second, short, delay at this end when the 
diplomatic clearance was finally received by the RAF at 1037 hrs. 
Even so, the aircraft arrived in good time to collect Ellis as 
soon as the formalities of his extr~dition had been completed. 
The aircraft left Dublin at 1333 hrs. 

\ ~ \~ ~ ~ ~ .) 

S.J\ tJVAr-.. w-::) / -
~. V\< ~ 

Ch~ rles Powe1·1 . 
, 

/ 

= 

Mr Dermot Nally 
• 
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A11 t. Sec. 

Re. Danny McNamee Appeal 

I received a tel~phone call today from Mr. Francis McNamee, 
brother of Mr. Qanny McNamee whose hearing at the Court of 
Appeal is sch~duled for next Monday, 17th. December. 

He telephuned to inform us of developments in the case which 
gave rise to concern and to see if there had been any change 
in the Government's position on the sending of an observer to 
his brother's Appeal which he had previously discussed with 
us. He reiterated his view that attendance by an official 
observer would be appropriate and asked if we could raise his 
concerns with our British counterparts. 

The two developments which Mr. McNamee would like us to• raise 
are: -

1. The Court of Appeal has refused Danny McNamee the right to 
appear in person during its proceedings. 

2. Of the three judg~s appointed to hear the Appeal, two 
seriously undermine McNamee's chances of success. Namely, Lord 
Lane and Sir Igor Judge who were both involved in the 
Birmingham Six case, the third member of the panel being a 
Justice Kennedy. 

Mr. McNamee felt•it was no coincidence that his brother's 
hearing was scheduled for the same day as the Birmingham Six 
and that this effectively denies him of any publicity. Given 
Lord Lane's past attitudes he did not hold much hope for 
success in his brother's Appeal. When asked if the relevant 
lawyers had expressed these co~cerns Mr. McNamee confirmed 
that they were ~xamining the question of Lord Lane 
disqua~lfying' himself from the hearing. 

' {, 

Francis McNamee 'will be in Dublin tomorrow (13th December) on 
his wa~ to London and s~id he. o/Ould try to contact myself or 
Ms. Cullen with a view to confirming our position on the 
question of an observer and for any feedback on the raising of 
his concerns. As the Appeal is sub iudice I did not make any 
response to Mr. McNamee's comments. 

Richarjl Fallon, 
Anglo-Irish Section, 
12/12/1990' 

c. C. Ms. P. Culle~Mr. R. Murph~ · 
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IRA bomb-maker 
jailed for 25 years 
loses court fight 

·By Terence Shaw, Legal Correspondent 

AN IRA bomb-maker jailed fot 25 yea was refused 
leave by the Court of Appeal yesterday to challenge h.is 
Old Bailey conviction. Gilliert "Danny'' MtNamee, a 
50,year-old physics graduate, was convicted of conspir
acy to ca11se cxplosion!i, including the J 982 Hyde Park 
b•ast that kUled fou:r Household Cavalry men. 

Lord Lane, lb~ Lt>rd Chier 
Justice, silting wilh Mr Ju!iLiee 
Kennedy :1 ntl Mr ~rustice 
JuJ·ge, said the allega1ion by 
/dcNa1nee lawyer.s rb,i the 
lcinl judge hod m~roN~• d 
his defence or deprived him or 
• r:,h· trial was wholly 
unfounded and should not have 
been mude •• 

The judges also rejected 
McNaml'. ·s conremlon 1h31 
Lile conspiraey cliarge b" d 
been i11111roperl• widened lo 
inc:ludc 1'prejud1dnl i=:vid.c:nc.e' ' 
abo111 the Hyde Park bombing 
and lhat llngurpri.ul evidence 
aa:u osl him was unsafe. 

Giving lbc rourl's reserved 
judgmcnl rc}etllo1 McNa· 

I m.ec's a pplication, Lord Lane 
said 11\e -:ibout-turn 01 Jasl McNamee: fingerprints 
year's appeal beario1( by a wil• 
ness \\'ho bad bten CJCl)eeled lo 
disprove 6ngcrpriol cvldeuct 
oga1nsl McNamec w~s syrop· 
1omalic nr the woy tb ·appeal 
had hcun advanc;ed. 

A lnrgcoumborof ground.~ of 
appeal bad been sel out, many 
cont3ining - ":comctimcs in 
intempera te lnncuage'' - a lle
galions of ~ub.m rn~•. sa id Lord 
Lllne-. 1lut when the grounds of 
appea l w'tNl invutiga1ed, 

- l~t,rewas nolhing to be found . 
If suth a llegalions wer 

,uade, they should l>e- capable 
of ubst:rnt ln liun . otherwise 
lbe l1opes of an appliconl Who 

' foc-ecJ a lo,uJ ~e1:1 h:ncc were 
falsely rai><d and lhe cause of 
juslire wu ill-served. he said. 

M~Non,ee, fro111 Crossmag
len , Cuu11ty Armagh. wa ~ 
jailed for 25 years by Mt Jus· 
ti ce, no ,v Lord Jusli ct:, 
MCCowo.n «ft~r h~ · was con, 
victed in Oc1ob •r, J9a7, 

lfo was brought to trial aflc:t' 
Lhe discovery of bqmb-maktoi; 
equipment anti firearm.~ Wd· 
den In dustbins ot l'angbonrne, 
Berlcs, and In Sa key Forcsl In 
Northanl5. 

One or his lin11"'1>rin1s wa 
found on n niece M rod rope 
round • Un eon talnln ~ an 
~ 11 odnr and switch in the 
Pangt,ourn acht alld aJJother 
un grey t-npe wrapping a 
n~ei•er-~ecodcr in the Salee, 
Porest cnch e. 

The caches contained bomb
ma~iug equipment similar to 
fra gments round aft.er tb • 
Hyde Par~ bombing nnd simi• 
Jar to that u,ed in •n ei< plo,iv 
device discovered in Philli
n,or:e Gardens, ~arJ~ Go1;.1rt, in. 
December, 1983, which was 
dws troycd b remote C'Oll \rol , 

Melfomee's lclt thumbprint 
waHafd to have b~er, fOutld, m1 
one of four batteries used in 
the Phillimore Gardens bomb. 

Lord Lane said the trial 
judge had been accused of 
obscuring the defence and of 
seriously and regularly preju
dicing lt9 ease. But the com
plaints madC were trivial and 
did not Justi fy the alli.gallon of 
unfairness. . 

I The. judge, he said, had prop
erly wnmed the jury to be dis
p•ssi.tJna te about the Hyde 
Park outrage and his sum· 
mi.ng~up was nnt Wt..tighted in 
fovour.of the _prosecution or in 
:my 'waJ unbalan~J . 

"The assertion that the 
judge rac1uolly mlm,prcse11t
cd tbe '1ppli~ot·s case o~ lh~l 
be ~cprived.hlm ofa ra ,r1ria l is 
wholly unfounded and does no 
credit to counsel responsible 
for the notice of appeal," 
added Lord Lane. 

Miss Jan.e Deighton, McNa· 
mee's solicitor, said it was a 
basic principle that a defen· 
dant should know tbe case he 
h;ld lo OIIS\YCI' In rovrl o r low 
arid her clitul's rit;lu lu a !nil' 
1r!o l mii.h! hnve robe pursued 
lioJnru 1he 'Euroocno Court of 

• 
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t\.Ji.-Jan~ary, 1990. 

Mr. Billy Byrne, 
Department of Justice. 

Dear Mr. Byrne, 

::-... ~~. 
• .:r-:..'Y 

; . ... 
; -,;., 

!':;,. ;"··2::.: 

·, ·.&:.. ~~.:. 
~~~· G .. 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter sent to the Taoiseach by 
i t 

Mairin Higgins of the Irish Prisioners Support Group in 

London. 

Ms. Higgins is pighly critical of the Government's failure to 

intervene on behalf of Mr. Ellis to prevent his extradition to 

England. She cites numerous cases to support her argument 

that an Irish person stands a poor chance of obtaining a fair 

trial in Brit~in. She also alleges that the Taoiseach said 

that .fhe rri'tish judicial system is now much improved and she 

asks what impr9vements have taken place since the early 

seventies. 

I understand that it is your general policy not to.issue 

substanti~e replies to letters of this sort. Unfortunately, 

the acknowledgement issued by this Department inadvertenly 

~ated that a further reply would soon follow. It would be 

very.!ffiuCh appreciated if you could prepar"e! a draft reply for 

signature by the. Taoiseach' s Private Secretary. 

Yours sincerely, 

Gerry Cribbin 

Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath i. 
Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 

, , 



3b November, 1990. 

Mairin Higgins, 
Irish ~risoners Support Group, 
BCM I . P . S . G . , 
London WCl N3XX. 

Dear Mairin Higgins, 

Thank you for your letter of 20th November, 1990 addressed 
to the Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D., and for 
letting him have your views regarding the recent extradition 
of Mr. Desmond Ellis and the other related matters. 

Your letter is receiving attention and a further reply will 
issue to you short~y. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

I 

/It-~~ 
r,L- ye,V -.. ~~se, ~,,,. 

rJ~~ '\?~Nl 
d~37j,5/~l BRIAN ~THY. YOU MIGHT CONSIDER AN 
APPROPRIATE RESPONSE IN THIS CASE OR ALTERNATIVELY 
ADVISE US WHETHER ·WE SHOULD SIMPLY REFER THIS TO 
JUSTICE AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

.I • 
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20 November 1990 

Dear Mr. H:s.u gh2y, 

RE: Extradition of Desmond Ellis 

R.L g1<oap 
London we I N3XX 

Itr. Hs.ughey 
An T::1 oj_ sea eh 

Office of the Taoiseach 
Go'.rernment Buildings 
Dtibl in 2. 

I am wri tng on behalf of our group to register our cmnpletEl and utt•2r 

dis1nay ,3.t your government's; refusal to interven,:; on b8half of M:r. Ellis 

to stop his extradition to England. This f e el~ng of dismay is 

particularly felt by those groups and individuals who have consistently 

raised tbe denial of human a.nd civil rights whL::.h Irish people ·2.uffer 

when chargr,d ,,,1ith alleged of.f1~nr:es of the nature Mr. Ellis v1ill fc1ce 

The deni3.l Df basic human ::>,nd civil Rights· in thes('e c ases is the norm. 

The Guildford Four, although a ca:~e celebre, is nCJt an isolated case. 

Since Noel Jenkinson in 1972, <died 1976) tb 8 regular pattern of 

innocent pE•ople •convicted in show'·- trials, 1·.rhich are no more tban a 

blood 11ettp1g 

' 

exerciset nas continued down the years. (See attached) 

Your aption; or non actio'n to b~ precise, has ea.used great anger and 

resentment amongst Irish people in Britain who are subject to the 

repressive Prevention of Terrori.sJn Act whiclt every Ir l.E,h cormmmi ty group 

::i.cross th ,:~ , political spec trum is opposed to. When we compain, v,e are 

told you ::,.re monitori 11g the si hi;ation. You m0.y 1 ilrn to knm·, the rye 

\.'Ililes 'rnonitoring the situation' raise when w,2 h•C?a~ it. 

I 
You are qJ.1oted as_ saying, before Mr·. Ellis was _extradited, that the 

system of Justice is now·acc eptable. Please, 11r. Hc..ughey, tell us how 

and what has changed. 'We are unaware of it· .. 
, 

; 

(Continued) 



,-

-- PAGE TWO --

M:any Irish pecple felt as;hamed of their ncttionality when this 

extradition too1c.: _..place. No other country El Europe would hc.\'e so 

obviously prost1 tuted itself on the word of a foreign Police Oft iu:,r, 

never mind~an English one, and on ~.uch flimsy evidence. You are protably 

unaware that in the Magistrate proceedings in London .Mr. Ellis' d,3fence 

solicitor was denied access to the evidence agairn;t her client on the 

basis that there was no "boo.k of evidence" (.3. s supposedly seen by tbe 

Suprem~ Court) and t .he police requested time to gather evidence. Whats 

new, perh;;1ps you cou ld send her the informatj_on since you are, happy 

there is a charge to answer. 

The feeling hErre amongst manv .; is a deal 11a.s struck between your 

Government and The Bri t ish Government reinforced by off the record 

statements and events over the J.ast week. Nr. El l is extradited followed 

by the Birmingham -0 le .~ k. If there is truth in this line of thought, 

you may call it state:manship but we here on this side .of the water know 

different. Its an Irish ioke. your logic and inaction at least will have ' " . 

given Mrs Thatcher a good laugh at a ti.me whel'i she needs. cheering up . 

Please find enclosed a copy of another Irish joke ,-1hich was sent out by 

an Irish prisoner and wr,ich was being circulated amongst the warders . 

The same people wi,11 have a w.'tr:rn welcome prepared for N:r. Ellis as they 

have for•every }rish prisoner. 
f t 

I 

I hope you read this letter ·and give me a reply to the substance of the 
' letter. I am only now abl,:: to control my fe el ings and put them on paper 

some 5 days later but it is bette.r I di.cl not gi'1e vent to my feel ing::o 

aroused by 

their shame 

vour 
··' 

i naction vihich redu~ed 

I ~ok forward to Jaearing from you. 

.I 
Yours sincerely, 

M:airin Hig8ins. 

:many .Irish people to tears in 

,., 
II 

, 
r 



Noel Je·nlLinson. 
Judith W0.rd 

1972 LIFE 
1974-, UFE 

P.J, 0'.Brien 
Carole Richardson 
Patricl: Ar-.:ri::,tyang 
Gerry Conlon· 

1974 found i nnocent 1974 

Pau 1 Hi H 
Annie Magui re 
Patrick 1-b.guire 
Guiseppi Ccnlon 
Sean Smvth 
Patrick CJ'Heill 
Patr;ick Mc1gui re 
Vi.nc:ent YL.~guire 
Paddy Joe Hil] 
Dick Mcilkenny 
Hugh Ca. l l agh3.n 
John Walker 
Bil 1 y Prn12 ~-

1971 
1974 
1974 
1974 
1974 
1974 
1974 
1974 
1974 
1974 
1974 
1974 
1974 
19'74 
1974 
1974 

Gerry Hunt e r 1974 
Partick McGloughlin 1985 
Danny ~,:::N3mee 19/36 
Martin::1 Shanahan 
Finbar Cullen 
John Mc cann 

1987 
1987 
1987 

foGnd Innocent 1989 
f,_ ., ,.. d jnnccent 1989 

found innocent 1989 
found innocent 1989 
14 y 23.r ~·. 

:-1 'J8 Etrs 

12 years 

1:? years 
5 years 
4 yr'.;ar~s 

l.-IFE 
LIFE 
LIFE 
UFE 
LJFE 

LIFE' 
LI.FE 

found innocent 1990 
fcuLd innocent 1990 
f2Jnd innocent 1990 

Died in pri::::on 1976 
s:till iri prison, 
released 1974 
released 1989 
released 198\i 
released 19$9 
released 1989 

Died in p r ison 1980 

Still in pri~on 
still in prison 
st i 11 in pr i sc:rn 
s till in pr iE.on 
~:ti 11 iTJ priE:on 
:::.t:L 11 in pr 1 s::on 
still in pri SCL 
st:ill in prisor1 
1-eleased 1990 
released 19'd0 
re.leas,~d ]990 

In addition to th9se set-up by prove n agents provocateurs with Security 
Links: --

'.3ean Campbell 
Philip Sheridan 
Gerry Mealey 
P. J. O'Brien 

19?3 
1973 
1974 

Iohn.Higgins 1976 

f t 
Ove r "t;he years 2,, I r i slc pr ii.;cmers 
fighting for their rights'.: 

Mic haial Gaughan 19?1'. 

19 years set up by K.J. Lennon 
J.O years set up by K. J . Lennon 
10 years set up by K. J. Lennon 

g years set up by K. J. Lennon 
10 years: set up by .John Banks 

have died on Hunger stri ke in prison. 

Frank Stag3 1976 

Se.an D' Conai.11, Noel Jenkinson, (Circums tance were never adequately 
exp.lairn::d) and Guiseppi Conlon died throu,gh neglect anGl deliberate 
mistreat.men-£. Others 1 suc.h as .Pe.ul Holmes, sentenced to Life 1973, are 
iuffering health probl ems brou3ht Dll by i 11-treat.ment and neglect over 
~e years. Paul Hill, oue of the Gt1i ldford Four, still has a part o:f a 
denti st drill left in his mouth by ::t prison 'denti,,,:J:' . 

.I 
I have only outlined the worst instancee; he re but ,11. th all 'Republican' 
prisoners r e9e i v ing 101,g~r and longer sentences' from Courts which 
fabricate ev:idence with impunity, even in those rare cases where the 
correct people are being charged with an bf fence they carried/out. You 
could learn a great deal on the r0 al.i ty of· being an IriE.h person in 
Britain by meeting the prisoners or at least their relatives. 
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/ 1 Janmui, 1991. 

Mr. Tony Duignan, 
Ancient Order of Hibemians in America. 

Dear Mr. Duignan, 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of a fax copy of your letter dated 4 December, 1990 addressed 
to the Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D. regarding Mr. Desmond Ellis. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

B. M<;;C - THY. FOR YOUR INFORMATION. RH2/WP1 
PS, /JUST. FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 

J 

' / 

, ,,. 
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2/!) November, 1990. 

Mr. Tony Ortignan, 
Ancient Order of Hibernians in America. 

Dear Mr. Duignan, 

Thank you for your letter of 5th November, 1990 addressed to 
the Taoiseach, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D., regarding the 
case of Mr. Desmond Ellis. ' 

Your correspondence is being passed on to the office of the 
Minister for Justice, Mr. Ray Burke, T.D., for his 
attention. 

Yours sincerely, 

GEORGE .J. SHA · 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

GS3735/WP1 

PrS, MIN/ JUST. FOR APPROPRIATE ACTION PLEASE. 

\ 
111 

/ 

, 
I' 
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