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@INTRODUCTION
The National Archives Advisory Council was established in January 1987
under the National Archives Act, 1986, The principal statutory function of
the Council is to advise the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism in the
exercise of his powers under the 1986 Act, on all marters affecting archives
within the scope of the Act, and on the use of the archives by the public.
The main responsibility of the National Archives relates to the records of

b Government Departments.
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@REQUIREMENT FOR ANNUAL REPCORT
section 21 of the National Archives Act,
1986 requires the National Archives Advisory
Council to submit its Report to the Minister,
who must then lay it before each House of
the Qireachias,
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Grant of Administration with Will Annexed
©f Margaret Catherine Fitzmaurice. Howth, Co. Dublin.
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@CURRENT COUNCIL
The current National Archives Advisory Council was appointed by
the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism on 21 November 2002,
Membership of the Council is listed in the Appendix 1o this
,report.
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@MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL
The Council held nine formal meetings during the
YEar under review:

18 January 2004
The Council met at Dublin City Library and Archive,
138/144 Pearse 5t, Dublin 2.

23 February 2004:
The Council met at Buswell's Hotel, Dublin 2.

29 March 2004
The Council met at Buswell's Hotel, Dublin 2.

10 May 2004
The Council met at Buswell’s Hotel, Dublin 2.

21 fune 2004

The Council held a full day’s meeting at the Dublin
Chamber of Commerce, 7 Clare Street, Dublin 2,

In attendance at the formal meeting were Mr Philip
Furlong, Secretary General, Department of Arts,
Sport and Tourism, Mr Michael Grant, Assistant
Secretary, and Mr Chris Flynn, Principal Officer.

12 July 2004:

The Council met at the new Conference Room of
the Mational Archives.

i October 2004:

The Council met in the Council Chamber of
Waterford City Hall at the Invitation of the Deputy
City Manager, Mr Paddy Power, who welcomed the
Couneil.

The Waterford City Archivist, Mr Donal Moore, and
the Waterford County Archivist, Ms Joanne
Rothwell, gave presentations relating to their
respective archives,

The Council met the Deputy Mayor and were
present at the formal presentation of an 1830
Sinnott map to the City Council, A visit was paid to
Waterford City Archives and the new building of
Waterford City Library.

3 November 2004

The Council met at the Conference Room of the
Mational Archives.

9@ December 2004
y;»e Council met ar Buswell's Hotel, Dublin 2,
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@/, NEW BUILDING FOR THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
Mr Philip Furlong, Secretary General of the Department of
Arts, Sport and Tourism, Mr Michael Grant, Assistant
Secretary, and Mr Chris Flynn, Principal Officer, atiended
the Council's meeting of 21 June 2004. The Secretary
General informed the meeting that he and the Secretary
General of the Department of Defence were in agreement
that the Military Archives and the Mational Archives be
housed and integrated on the one site, and that the
favoured site for such an amalgamation was Bishop Street
(the location of The National Archives). The Council noted
that additional staff would be required.

With regard to the proposed new building, it was stated
that the Public Private Parinership option, whereby the
private developer would take a substantial part of the site
in exchange for developing and building on the site, was
being refined towards a model whereby the return to the
developer would take the form of extended payment over
a number of years.

The Council welcomed the latter model, as it would
lessen the risk to the integrity and coherence of the
Bishop Street site, and furthermore, by uncoupling the
remuneration of the developer from the site, the total arga
available to the Mational Archives would be less likely o
be diminished now or in the foreseeable future,

The Chairman wrote o the Secrelary General setting oul
the Council’s views on the matter,
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SREVIEW OF ARCHIVAL LEGISLATION
At the Council’s meeting on 21 June 2004, Mr Michael
Grant, Assistant Secretary of the Department of Arts,
sport and Tourism, stated that the National Archives
Act, 1986, was being examined by the Department with
a view to possible amendments. The Department
wished to have the views of the Council, and in this
context welcormed the seminar o be held under the
auspices of the Council and the Society of Archivists,
Ireland. (In the Council’s Report for the year 2003, the
Chairman had stated that a one-day seminar was being
planned for the latter part of 2004.)

The seminar on ‘Reform of Archival Legislation’ took
place on 18 October 2004 at the Humanities Institute of
Ireland, University Caollege Dublin, under the joint
auspices of the Council and of the Society of Archivists,
Ireland. Some forty delegates attended, and the
speakers included:

* Professor Hector McQueen, Chair of the Scottish
Records Advisory Council, who spoke on “Reform of
Archival Legislation — a Scots Perspective’;

* Mr Chris Flynn, Head of the Cultural Institutions
Special Projects Unit, Department of Arts, Sport and
Tourism, who spoke on the National Cultural
Institutions Act, 1997, and the National Archives Act,
| 986;

* Ms Fena Lohan, University Records Manager,
University College Dublin, who spoke on the Freedom
of Information Acts, 1997 and 2003, and the Data
Protection Acts, 1988 and 2003

* Ms [oanne Rothwell, Archivist/Records Manager,
Waterfard Counry Council, and Chairperson. Local
Authority Archivists' Group. who delivered a paper on
the Local Government Acts, 1994 and 2001.

It was agreed by Council that the proceedings of the
seminar be published in a special edition of the journal
, of the Irjsh Society for Archives, [rish Archives.
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IMAUGURATION 1973
Summary of Proceedings in St. Patrick's Hall, Dublin Castle.

Entry of President-elect and his wife, accompanied by Tinaiste and
Ministar for Defence, attented by two Aides-de-camp and preceded
by two Army officers - Fanfare of trumpets - ..11 rise (and remain
stana%ng until President-elect is seated, whereupon all take their
seats). 5

when all seated and .~ides in position, Taoiseach rises, makes
statement to assembly and requests Chief Justice to proceed with
the administering of the uecleration of Uffice to the President-
elect.

Wheri Taoiseach's statement has ended, President-elect and all others
rise,

Declaration is read to President-elect, who repeats it aloud.
Chief Justice then places ULeclaration before President-elect,
President-elect sits to sign Jeclaration.

after signing, President rises.

Vhen President rises, fanfare of trumpets, to herald that
President has entered upon his office.

.+t end of fanfare, 211 resume seats except President and Chief
Justice, who remain standing.

when all others seated, Chief Justice makes statement to assembly
and hands Presidential Seal to President.

President accepts Presidential Seal from Chief Justice.
President and Chief Justice resume their seats.

,.5 soon as President is seated, Taoiseach rises and makes speech,
congratulating President.

Having spoken, Taoiseach resumes his seat.

vhen Taoiseach is seated, President rises and replies.

Having spoken, President resumes his seat.

.11 rise for National anthem, remain standing.

~fter anthem, entire dais party leaves Hall, in procession of

twos, in following order:-

Twa Army officers, 3 )
President and his wife (Presidemt on right}),
Two .~ides-de-camp to President,

Qutgoing President and ~ide 3
Taoiseach and ~ide-de-camp to Taoiseach,
Other members of Government and Council of State.

All others remain in the Apartments until President has left
Upper Castle Yard.
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®LOCAL AUTHORITY ARCHIVES
Under the Local Government Act, 2001, the Matlonal Archives Advisory
Council holds an advisory role, and with regard to some Local
Authorities not retaining the services of an archivist, the Council has
recorded its continuing concern. The Chairman wrate to the Minisier
for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government on the matter,
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@FRECORDS HELD IN SOLICITORS" OFFICES
Pursuing its effort to encourage the protection of
legal documents and records held in solicitors’
offices throughout the country and the interest
that these records may hold to historians,
genealogists and archivists, the Council stated in
its 2003 Report that the Law Society had accepted
for publication, in its monthly Gazette, an article
based on Council member Carol Quinn's survey of
one solicitor's office in Cork. This article titled
‘Treasures in your attic’ appeared in the March
2004 edition of the Law Society Gazette. The
Minister wrote a letter of encouragement o the
Law Society. A sub-committee has been set up by
the Law Society, which will work with Council
member Carol Quinn on appropriate guidelines in
connection with solicitors” records and their
possible transfer to county or regional archives,
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@RECORDS OF THE LAND COMMISSION

i

The Irish Land Commission was established by the Land Law (Ireland)
Act, 1881, which act gave the Land Commission the authority 1o
adjudicate on fair rents and to make loans of up to 75% of the purchase
price Lo tenants who were purchasing their holdings.

The scholar Dr Terence Dooley states that the Land Commission’s
records,

‘constitute the largest collection generated by a single body in the country’s
history. They offer a remarkable and unigue insight to possibly every
concelvable aspect of irish rural society and not just from 1881 because
the Land Commission Records Branch also houses a wealth of
docrmentation, such as title deeds, that dates back much further.

The Land Commission facilitoted the transfer of around 315,000 holdings
on around 11 million acres from landlords to tenant purchasers.

The Land Law (Commission) Act, 1923, allowed for the reconstitution of
the Land Commission, and the Commission also assumed the functions
of the Congested Districts Board,

The Land Commission was disbanded in 1992 under The Land
Commission (Dissolution) Act, 1992, The Records Branch of the
dissolved Land Commission is incorporated within the legal services of
the Department of Agriculture and Food. On 16 February 2004 a sub-
committee of the National Archives Advisory Council, together with
members of siaff of the Narional Archives, mer with officers of the
Department of Agriculture and Food.

It was indicated that the records are deemed to be working documents
and are in constant use by the Department and. moreover, that it is
incumbent on the Department o protect the privacy of individuals
mentioned in the records. There were some other records, such as Fair
Rent Books, not in use, which could be transferred o the National
Archives,

The Chairman sent a letter to the Minister for Arts, Sports and Tourism,
requesting him to raise the problem of access to the records with the
Minister for Agriculture and Food,
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Church of Ireland,

GENERAL SYNOD, 1971,

RESOLUTION

i Mr, J. A, D, Bird and
[ The Very Rev. G, Mayoa

That this House welcomes the efforts being made to amend the
legislation concerning contraception in the Ropublic and fully supports
the Archbishop of Dublin in his affirmation of tho doelaration of tho
Lambeth Conference of Anglican Bishops in the years 1958 and 1960 which
concluded that "the responsibility of deciding the number and frequoncy
of children has been laid by God upon the consciences of parents everywhere:
that this planning, in such ways as are mutusally acceptable to husband and
wife in Christian conscience, is a right and important factor in Christian
family 1life".

SUCH A ;.J'J ,- TOTIMTE AMD T it
IT WoULD BE AND WOULD REMAIN, A CURSE UPON QUR COUNTRY." (Emphasis
added. ) :

HAVE . WE  THE RIGHT TO REFUSE COMTRACEPTION
T0: THOSE WHO ‘DO NOT * COMNSIDER = LT « WRONG?

Yes. We refuse narcotics to people who see no harm in them.
We refuse arms to people in the comnunity who want them. And we would
refuse contraceptives for the very same reason, Because Contraception
will harm the whole community eventually. :

Nor does this mean interfering with a man's freedom of conscience.
To prevent a man from doing something which he feels morally free to
do 1is an entirely different thing from forcing him to do something
[ which is against his conscience. Liberals haye prainwashed us into
thinking that we have no right to prevent anyone from doing anything,
whatever we think of it ourselves and however much it may harm our
society,

WHAT. CAN 1 ‘DO TO [FIGHT CONTRACEPTION?

You can join the Irish Family League. You can make your views
known to friends whenever the subject comes up. You can write letters
to newspapers, T.D.'s, and senators. You can become an activist. You
are fighting to prevent murder and the: slaughter of innocents,

DO YOU SUGGEST . ANMY POSITIVE COURSE OF ACTION?

Yesg!

I. We must widely promote the permissible methods of family planning.
2. We must work diligently for a return to Christian values.

3.. Without being prudish, we must blow some of
: . the overcharged
commercial sex out of the air and cleanse our bnukshelges our
Periodicals, our cinemas and T.V. screens of mind-pu]lutfﬂg filth.

i 4. MWe must strive for better fami]
ts f y welfare, and also for adequa
| Provision for deserted wives and unmarrded mothers, Ay

! 5. MWe must Provide the best we can for our child

i r- n : Iy
' education, and mors) training. EEsRecal iy an

mplications of Irish unity (excluding Northern ireland bodiesy

- 2004121 1505
Extract from Catholic bookler on rontraception and resolution of General Synod of Church of [reland

‘Inter-Party Commirtes an the |

Department of the Taoiseach
January-October 1975
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®FUBLIC FROFILE OF THE MATIONAL ARCHIVES
A discussion document periaining to the possible

establishment of a ‘Friends’ arganisation to benefit the

National Archives was prepared by Council member
Carol Quinn,

The Council noted the continuing stuccess of the

Genealogy Service, commenced in lanuary 2003, where
members of the public can sesk assistance and advice

from a professional genealogist with regard ta family

and local history research. This service is available, free

of charge, during the same opening hours as those of
the Reading Room.

The MNational Archives Open Day is identified and

commended as a positive step in drawing the attention

of the public to the existence and accessibilicy of the
National Archives. As part of the 2004 Archive

fiwareness Month, the Open Day was held Saturday 25

Sepiember,

Sublic Srofite

BUNIVERSAL ACCESSIRILITY
The Council noted that, at the end of the year uncler
review (2004), work was to commence on the ground

floor of the National Archives building at Bishop Streer

o provide full disabled access facilities, such as a new

entrance, a tollet, locker room, refreshment room. first-

did room and seating area,

lecessiblisy

@ACHT NA DTEANGACHA OIFIGIULA, 2005
OFFICIAL LANGUAGES ACT, 2003
The Council noted the Act, and the sections of the Act

relevant to the Council, which are already in operation,

(e
Ay

P yp
P ”’i@”’f‘:‘r_f; §

Ve

Photograph of members of
the Council (and others) at
their mesting in Waterford
City Hall in October 2004
Back row - left; Donal
Moore Witterfard City
Archivist, Frances MoGee
National Archives. Miire
Mac Conghail, [oan
Jofinson, Carol Quinn,
Joanne Rothwell Wiarerford
ity Archivist, Chr istopher
O'Connell

Front row - left: Parrick
Corcoran Secrelary (o the
Council, David Craig
Director, National Archives,
Mary Roche Deputy Mayor,
Wiatterford Ciky, Bryan
McMahon, Kathleen
Browne.

@APPENDIX;
Membership of the National Archives Advisory
Council, 2004

HI5 HONOUR JUDGE BERYAN MCMAHON
Chairman of the Council

DR JOHN BOWMAN

Broadcaster and historian

DR MAURICE ]. BRIC, MRIA

Chairman, Irish Research Council for the Humanities
and Social Sciences; Senior Lecturer in History,
University College Dublin

KATHLEEN BROWNE, BA, FLAI

former Kerry County Librarian

FROFESSOR MARY E. DALY, MRIA

Dean, Faculty of Arts, University College Dublin;
member of the Irish Manuscripts Commission
JOAN JOHNSON

Honarary Archivist for Newtown School and
Vaterford Quakers; member of the Friends' Historical
Committee in Ireland

MAIRE MAC CONGHAIL

Combhalta de Coimisiun Lamhscribhinni na hEireann
{member of the Irish Manuscripts Commission)
CHRISTOPHER O'CONNELL

Eircom manager; local historian

FROFESSOR ELUNAN O'HALPIN

Professar of Contemporary Irish History, Trinity
Collzge Dublin

CAROL C. QUINM, BMSA, BA. DAA

Chairman, Society of Archivists, Ireland: Archivist,
Boole Library, University College Cork

DR RAYMOND REFAUSSE

Librarian and Archivist, Representative Church Body
Library

JOHN WILSON, MA. H.DIPED,

former Tanaiste and Minister: Commissioner far
Victims

Secretary to the Council

PATRICK CORCORAN
Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism
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