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Sile de Valera T.ID.
Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaelracht and the Islands

A Aire, a Chara,

In accordance with section 21 of the National Archives Act, 1986, I hereby submit the Report of the
National Archives Advisory Council for the year ended 31 December 1999,

As the twentieth century drew to a close the Counil laoked back on the work of previous Councils
und on its own contribution to the developing consciousness in our society concerning the
preservation of archival material. The concern expressed by the Council members and by those
charged with the care of the Military Archives found a response, Minister, in your own interest in that
institution’s future and it role in providing a secure home for the records of the Bureau of Military
History due to be released in the year 2000.

The Council also notes in its Report that the rapidity with which the state sector is undergoing
change gives an urgency to the need to preserve the records of state sponsored bodies. Until such
time as the provisions of the National Archives Act, 1986, can be extended to the state sponsored
sector, the Council suggests that a clause be inserted in all privatisation bills making it a requirement
that an adequate archival system be in place.

The Council reiterates its opinion that until there is a substantial increase in staffing levels in the
National Archives the opportunity to extend opening hours and to introduce desirable changes is
severely impeded. We record our appreciation of the courtesy and assistance of the staft of the
National Archives at all rimes.

We pay tribute to our secretary, Mr Joe Meleady, and to the staff of your own Department, Minister.
for the helpful advice and support extended to the Council when called upon,

15 mise,
Margaret MacCurtain

Chairman
October 2000




The National Archives

The National Archives is the pre-eminent archival repository in the State. Uncl its establishment in
1988, the acquisition and preservation of public records was carried out by the Public Record Office
of Ireland, founded in 1867, and the State Paper Office, established in 1702, The Mational Archives
subsumed both offices in a new institution of nanonal importance. In addition to assuming
responsibility for the existing collections of public and private records held by these bodies, the
MNational Archives took on additional responsibilities as a branch of Government,

Under the terms of the enabling legislation {the National Archives Act, 1986) the mamn res wnsibilicy
of the Mational Archives is Departmental records. These must be preserved unless the MNational
Archives authorises their destruction. 5 Lt certain necessary restrictions, they must be
transferred after thirty years to the Natonal Archives to be made available for inspection by the
general public.

n - The holdings of the Mational Archives provide the essential material for scholars to study the
historical evolution of modern Ireland. People of Irish descent from abroad use its resources to trace
their roots here and school pupils can explore aspeces of their heritage through selective examination

of appropriate records. The rapidly expanding field of local stuc ssearch depends heavily on the

great variety of resources, relating to every part of the islind, available in the collections,

Leis il
et g e W s s -
e dgle bt @ g by S e B

977467273583 [ to Thormias {_'_.'|m_|r41|’_r]- aned oihrers |:i|‘.ir.-.|'.rr of H!Eﬂl-‘l’ﬁ"lln'.
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2. The National Archives Advisofy Council

| The National Archives Advisory Council was established under the terms of the National Archives
Act. 1986 and was constituted in January 1987, Its function was then to advise the Taciseach in the
exercise of his powers under the Act and on all matters affecting archives within the scope of the Act

and the use of these archives by the public.

22 |—In January 1993 responsibility for the Mational Archives was transferred to the Mimster for Arts,
Culture and the Gaeltacht, renamed in 1997 the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the

Islands,

The main function of the Council under the National Archives Act is now to advise the Minister for
Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands. In addinon, under section 65(6) of the Local Government
Act. 1994, the Council may also advise the Minister for the Emvironment and Local Government on
any matters relating to local authority archives. Similarly, under section 92 of the Harbours Act,

1996 the Council may advise the Minister for the Marine and Natural Reesources in relation to the

archives of harbour companies and authorities.

—The rale of the Council in advising the Minister for Arts, Heritage. Gaeltacht and the klands within
the scope of the 1986 Act relates primarily to Departmental records and their use by the public. The
Minister may refer any maters relating to the operation of the National Archives to the Coungcil for
advice. The Council can advise the Minister on matters of that kind of is own motion.

The consent of the Council is required before the Director of the National Archives can exercise hiis
powers under section 4 of the Marional Archives Act, 1986 to lend archives to another institution,
while 1ts concurrence 15 redqiire d hefore the Director exercises his powers under section 9 of the Act

to dispose of archives.

90/56/10/15: Share centificare in Portumna Bridgr, {Co. Craheay],
Jashua Wray Atkinson, 23 Sepiember 1793,
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Membership and Secretary

e Council consists of a Chairman and not more than eleven other members,

Fhe current Council was appomted on 20 May 1997 for a five-year term.

Margaret MacCurtain, M.A., Ph.D., ER.H.S.
Chairman. Historian; Senior Fellow; Faculty of Arts, University Collepe Dudbilin,

MNiall Bradley, B.A.
Kildare County Manager.

Mary E. Daly, M_A., D.Phil., M.R.L.A.
Assortare f’n;f}-.-:.mr |_!j-.'|| Todern Trish Hi'.fhu}-: [ 'ru'r*r'rsr':}- (:Ln’fa:qr' Duibdine; member :_:,F' thhe

Irish Manuscripts Conmmission; member of the Board of Vicitors of the National Museum

of Treland.

John Horgan, Ph.D.
Professor of Jonrnalism, Dublin City University; author.

Liam Irwin. M.A., H. Dip. Ed.
Head, Departewent of History, Mary Tnonaculare College, University of Limerick,

Charles Lysaght, M.A., M.Litt., B.L.
Academi I:lll'].':'r aned wiriter

Patricia McCarthy, B.A., D.ALA.
Archiviss, Corke Archives Tnstinwre; wember of the Sociery of Archivisrs

Susan Parkes, MLA., M.Liu.. ET.C.D.
Senior Lecturer in Education, Trinity College Dublin; education historian.

Peter Rigney
Inndristrial f'?f}in'.n: Irish (:e*!.:gn'.~.~ :gf"ﬁ.:rﬁ' Ulwions; fabour istorian.

David Shechy, B.A., D.AA.
Archavist, Dublin Diocesan Archives; member of the Socery of Anchivises

Anngret Simms, Ph.D., M.R.LA.
Assoqate -r"ﬂr.fi".-'.'-':ll' ij.f' f.;:'ﬂ_l.amp.f:}'. L ’mﬂ-.*_-.'r.':,r t":f'"l;fc' Dhibilin : member :_J!'n’rr Irizh

.\'J'.mu.-rm'p?,-f Commission,

John Wilson, M.A., H. Dip. Ed.

Former Tdnaiste and Minister.

Secretary to the Council
Joseph Meleady, Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltache and the Islands *

*William Maher, Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltache and the Isands,
Acting Secretary, July - December 1999



Activities

4.1

-The Counal held formal business meetings on six occasions during 19949

29 January

73 Merrion Sgquare, Dublin

24 March 73 Merrion Square, Dublin
12 May Military Archives, Cathal Brugha Barracks
23 June 73 Merrion Square, Dublin

22 Seprember

73 Merrion Square, Dublin

3 MNovember

73 Merrion Square, Dublin




— 42 } The Military Archives

The Military Archives, established in 1982, is located in Cathal Brugha Barracks, Dublin 6. When the
Mational Archives Act came into operation, the Military Archives was approved by the Taoiseach,
under section 14 of the Act, as a place of deposit for the records of the Diepartment of Defence and
the Deefence Forces. The Military Archives also holds 2 number of private collections donated by
individuals and organisations. It is therefore the custodian of the vast majority of records relating to
the military history of the State since 1922,

Given irs advisory role, and in the context of the publication of a Strategic Plan for the future of the
Military Archives, the Council paid a visit there on 12 May 1999, The Council was welcomed and
given a guided tour by the two professional archivists then in charge, the Director, Commandant
Peter Young, and his deputy, Commandante Victar Laing. (The Council noted with great sadness the
sudden and untmely death of Perer Young later in the year, Commandant Young had been pivoral in
the establishment of the Military Archives as the archival repository for the records of the Defence
Forces and he had been instrumental in saving many official and private collections for posterity.)

Arising from this visit, the Council sees the shortage of suitable accommadation at Cathal Brugha
Barracks as the main problem facing the Military Archives. This problem will be exacerbated with
the proposed release to the public of the records of the Bureau of Military History in the year 2004,

The Council strongly recommends that a new purpose-built building be provided, possibly at Collins
Barracks, to store these important records, with suitable space for administrative staff. The resolution
of this issue is a matter for agreement between the Minister for Arts, Herirage, Gaeltacht and the
Islands and the Minister for Defence in consultation with the Minister for Finance. The Council
urges the speedy completion of this process.,

al
|97/46/2/393: Lease for 31 years to Michael Donnelly of “a new

bucile Howse i saiid Irisheoun bearing the Sign of the Fitzwilliam's
Arns”, Dublist, with map. 23 December 1761,

(opposite page
PI/46/2/399: Loase fiw 21 years 1o _John Dl of property on
{morth side of Donnybrook Rosd, Dhblis, it mtp. 22 fuly 1772
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—_— — Availability of qualified archivists

— S i—Menting with the Minister

The Council wishes to emphasise the importance of ensuring that a sufficient number of trained
archivists be available each year to fill the vacancies which arise. The increasing number of new
positions being created by local authorities makes this 1ssue particularly relevant.

In addition to ensuring a correct ratio between supply and demand, the Council underlines the need
for the provision of facilities for professional development and the acquisivion of further
qualifications by archivists. The availability of a Master’s degree programme 15 seen a8 particularly
desirable.

universities to provide such programmes.

_ layg !»ﬂrtiit.i‘ Exemption Scheme

3

. 3 : i - ; : L |

The Council urges the Minister to seek support from the appropriate funding agencies to enable the F—
|

The Reverme Commissioners are empowered under the Taxes Comsolidation Act, 1997 o grant
exemptions from ncome tax i respect of origmal and ¢reative work having cultural or artistic
merit. The Council is one of a number of listed bodies that the Revenue Commissioners are
entitled to consult in making decisions relating to publications based on research wsing archives
relating to Ireland and more than thirty years old. The Chairman was approached during the year by
the Revenue Commissioners for advice on a particular case and concern was expressed by the
Gouncil about this whole issue. It was agreed that clarificanon should be sought about the Council’s
competence to give such advice, having regard to its statutory functions under the Mational Archives
Act. The Council recommends that the Department should obtain the opinion of the Attorney
General in the matter.

A deputation from the Council, led by the Chairman, was received by Ms Sile de Valera, T.D.,
Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the lslands, on 25 November 1999 at Leinster House. A
wide range of issues of concern to the Council was raised at this meeting. Mr John Wilson
addressed a number of general matters affecting the National Archives including the Bishop Street
building project, Mr David Sheehy gave a presentation on staffing issues, Professor John Horgan dealt
with the question of records of state sponsored bodies facing privatisation and Professor Anngret
Simms raised the question of extended opening hours at Bishop Street.

?ﬂ?HH]."HH: Lease for 99 years fo

| James Doyle and Peter Roe "of a plece
of Ground o which stands the Ol
Witch House” and other grownsd in
Ringsend, Dublin, with map 8 fuly [
1784, |

opposite page

09/10/2/16 i Lease to build “a
parachial poor school”, Kilkenny ity,
1829,

2|

e [




5. Bishop Street Site

3.1 F—Government approval for the adaptation and extension of the Bishop Street premises was announced
by the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands, Ms Sile de Valera, T, in December
1997 and it was envisaged that the project would be completed by April 2001.

3.2 —The Council in its report for 1998 expressed concern at the failure to begin implementation of the

building programme (see Tih Report 1998 secuon 5.3).

3.3 —A feasibility study from the consultant archirects appointed i March 1999 advocared maximising the

use of the overall site. They proposed the construction of a new purpose-built archives building to
replace the existing Warehouse. This would allow the Office of Public Works to utilise the site to full
economic advantage by making the existing Front Block available for other uses.

134 | —The Council sees merit in this full exploitation option and recommends the proposal to provide a

specifically designed building on the site for the National Archives.

5.5 — The Council is concerned that the considerable delay already experienced in this matter should not

be further extended. The Council strongly urges that a final decision on the use of the Bishop Street
site be made as soon as possible and that woerk on the provision of a building of the highest standards
for the National Archives begin without further delay.

13
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6.

L

1 6.2

Staff Levels

The Council notes with regret the continued failure to improve staffing levels and regards the
unacceptably low level which exsts as the greatest limitation which the National Archives faces 1n
fulfilling its role

The Council reiterates its call, expressed in previous reports and in its meeting with the Minister, for
+ substantial increase in staffing levels. There s an urgent need for more administrative personnel and
in particular the appomntment of a Higher Executive Officer and four Clerical Officers should be
made without delay. An Assistant Director, an 1dditional Senior Archivist and the vital posts of
Information Technology Manager and Conservator are also key positions that must be filled. The
practice of employing temporary archivists on fixed contracts is also unsatisfactory and permanent
appointments in this area should be the norm.

T‘?‘Wihx’iﬂ!z}!z: Plan of part of the property of William Tiench i the
Barony of Kilcannell, Co. Galway, ssrveyed and dram by Peer Blake,

Surweyor of Estates, Augist | 8312,

opposite page
99/56/10/23/3: Plan of part of the property of William Trench in the
Barony of Kiloonnell, Co, Calioay, sirveyed and drann by Prter Blake,

Surveyor of Estates, Septernber 1832,

[ 44 |
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Reader Services and QOutreach

The Council hopes that the objectives in the Strategic Plan, 1996-2001 in relation to user and
outreach services by the National Archives can be advanced. The Council is keen in particular to
have longer opening hours for the reading room to facilitate the increased numbers of people
interested in research and those whose full-time oceupations restrict their use of the facility art

I.\TI‘."“.' nt.

The exhibition policy of the National Archives is a valuable aspect of the outreach service. The
Council extends irs congratulations to the National Archives and particularly to archivist Catriona
Crowe on the exhibition of documents mounted to mark the cente f the reform of the local

a'!‘t"l'l.-'l.'rl'llﬂl;'llt H'_\'ht{'!" 1 |




8  Local Government Archives

country attended.

£.1 —The Council held a one-day senmnar Local Governmen! Archuives in an Information Age in Cork on 19
1 November 1999 Over 50 people from local authorities, libraries and archives throughout the

87 |—The seminar was structured in three sessions devoted to housing, managing and using archives. Dr
L1 David Robinson spoke on the Surrey History Centre, Mr Mervyn Taylor, Exselan Computer

Systems, presented a paper on e-government and the cinzen and D Trevor Parkhill, Ulster Museum,

discussed the linkage berween archives, archivists and researchers.

83 |—The seminar offered the Council an opportunity to establish contact with the creators, users and
managers of local authority archives throughout the country. For local authority members anel seaff

who attended, the seminar provided a forum in which to consider how their obligations under the

Local Government Act, 1994, can be met in a manner that provides enhanced services to the public

16
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|

JEIBAFITIES. 9000, }43. FR—OIE

'I‘lniﬁi'mh [on peturn),

At the request of Hr. Eiward MeAtesr, M. F., the Leader
of the Hatlopalist Party in the 5ix Gounties, I saw him hers
on Thursday efterncon last, the Znd instant, He had earllsr
that day, agein at his own request, been received by Mr. J.
Brennan, the Minister for Scclal Welfars, Dath requests
gams throwgh the Private Secretary to the Secretery of the
Department of Extermal Affairs (our long-eatablished contact
with the Six-County Hatioralists| without any preclss
indigation of the subjeet matter to be dissussed - although
this was prebty cbvlous from the recent Fross-cuttings in
this folder, commencing with the report on the speeah
delivered by the former Taoiseach, Mr. Lemmss, at the Hew
.1::-11.::1 Boglety of Queen's University, Delfast, on the 23rd
ultime.

Hr, MoAteer sald that the maln purpose of his present
sontacts with us was - not to make amy protests but - o
express his gsoncern ab the widenlng gull that seems to exist
petween the Soath and Watilomalists in the 51z Countlea and
to “‘E“ Some tigal measures by which this situabion
could remadied. He was not thinking in terme of the
setablishment of any formal machinery for this purpose but,
rather, of informal eontmcts. He would be greatly disturbed
1f the members of the Government shared sema of the viewa
unuhhu:r. Lemass is reported to have axpresasd in his recent
apesch.

The apecific measures suggested by Hr. MoAtesr wers:

(1) oondusted tours for members of Stermont (Unionlsts as
wall ma Natiomaliats) of such places am Bord na
gndertakings amd the. Shannon Industrial Estate;

{2) oscasional [but met very frequent) meetings between
you and Mr. MoAteer - in regard to which he suggested
that you should have taken the initiative. On this
latter polnt; I l:@lltlﬁ - 88 B purely personal view -
that, having m{a to your respestive posltlons, the
initiative might more lppl‘npl":l.l.t-lthli'E goma from himg
he ponceded that I might have a debatlng polnt there but
Btill felt that the initiative should have come frem you,
"as the bigger man"; amnd

{3) that Miniaters visiting their apposite numbers in Belfast
might, ©on oscasion, make eontast with Mr. Meiteer and
his gollaagues.

Mr. Mohteer sald that the Maticnalista feel that they are
now pobodyis children. They see Press reports of exshanges
of visits by Ministers on both sldes of the Border and Fress
speculation on the prospesta of your meeling Captain T.0'Helll,
the Six-County Frime Minister, but they pee no reports of
eontagts between thelr Leaders amnd the Government here. on
this I wventured to express the view that contacts between the
Hatiomalists &and curselves - in 80 far as they are neceasary
at all - might be taken for granted and are hardly news,
yhereas contasts between us and the Unlonists are, of their
nature, wery delfinitely news.
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Transfer of Departmental Records

9.1

== D}eraiks of the transfer of Departmental records to the National Archives in 1999 are given in the

Report of the Director for 1999,

g2

— The Council notes the transfer of backlogs of older records from the Department of Enterprise,

Trade and Employment (formerly Industry and Commerce), the Department of the Environment
and Local Government, the Office of the Anorney General and An Gam (from the Department of
Education and Science).

I.J.J

—The Council reiterates is concern at the failure of some Departments to transfer records as required

and in particular at the continuing failure of particular departments to clear the backlog of pre-1960)
recards.

9.4

— The Council is anxious to haise with the Certifying Officers in the various Departments who are

=]

9974672 Letter to folm Haighey, ex-Serpeant,
RIC -‘,_J‘l.'ﬂ'!l the IR.A -II!I'J“F.HI-\' hieni to leave the
covinitry, 23 fune 1922, (He died a year later in
London. )

Gpposite page

0T Dope. of the Taoiseadh ! smenorandim
wo tee Taviseach from the Seceetary to the
Csovermment on @ visit from Eddie MeAreer,
ME 2 Novewmber 1967,

responsible for the transfer of archival records to the National Archives. After an initial impetus in
the early stages of the operation of the National Archives Act, certification does not now appear to
be given a high priority. The management of current records has improved due to the
implementation of the Freedom of Information Act, 1997, but the situation in regard to records
created before the Act is unsatisfactory in some Departments. The records of the Department of
Agriculture, Food and Rural Development are a matter of particular concern. For logistical reasons it
was decided to defer the proposed meetings with Certifying Officers until early 2000,
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10.

Records Transfer and Media Preview

10.1

— At the media preview in December it was noticed that parts of a file from the Department of the

Taoseach dating from 1969, which was due for release in January 2000, were not available. The
Chairman of the Council, acting on information from the Director that they had not been
transferred, publicly expressed concern. It was subsequently discovered thar they had been in the

Mational Archives for safiekeeping since 1996 but were not included with the rest of the 1969
material for the media preview. '

10.2

— Apart from the human error involved and the need for internal systems review within the National

Archives, this issue raises the wider question of the timing of records transfer and the media preview,
The certification and transfer of records from the Departments to the National Archives needs to be

completed long before the end of year deadline to allow for proper checking and cataloguing in
advance of release to the public.

10.3

— The Council also recommends that the media preview should be held in carly December so that any

discrepancies that might be discovered could be dealt with in good time and while the embargo on
publication and broadcasting is sull in force.

o
90/54/2: Notice for comcert lo take place in the New Club Room,
Casileishind, Co. Kerry, 29 Seprewber 1892,

opposite page

99/3/7307: Diepr, of Forelgn Affatrs: report from Seanr Morrissey,
Ambassador to Switzerland, on a leciure ot _farmes foyee given by foln
Caarvin in Zurich on Bloowsday 1966, 17 June 1966,
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11.1

—The trend towards privatisation in the semi-state sector makes the need for an archival policy for

such bodies of crincal and pressing importance,

11.2

— The Council suggests that a clause be inserted in all privatisation bills making it a requirement that

an adequate archival system be put in place. The Local Government Act, 1994 provides both a
precedent and a model for the legislative protection of archives.

11.3

— The sitnation in regard to bodies which have already been privatised needs to be examined and any

deficiencies remedied.

— L

The archival situation in senui-state organisations not facing imminent privatisation also needs o be
investigated and proper archival procedures established where they are absent or inadequate.

Ref. 255/1-192 17th June, 1966

The Searetary,
Department of External Affaira.

I have the honour to report on the lecturd by
Mr. John Sarvin arranged in the Univeraity of Zirich
on 16th June 1966, in commemoration of the 25th Annl-
varasary of the death of James Joyoe. Your reflerence
is 339/124.

The ooccaslor was not devoid of excitement since
Mr. Garvin'a plane which was due At 1.25 p.m. was as=
varal houra late, and he only Jjust made Zlrich in tims
to deliver the lecture.

The leoture entitled "Portrait of the Artist in
Pinnegans Wake", was grested with immense interest and
appreciation and as several of those present remarked
afterwards, it was a revelation to forelgn readera to
hear even & few passages of Pinnegans Wake read aa thalr
author would have read them, with man Irish wolice and with
the enjoyment and understanding of one familiar with the
Irish literary and folk baskground of which they wers ge=
nerally & parcdy. The lecturs was fregquenily interruptsd
by laughter and i% would not be too much %o say that many
of the students and other people present wers fasoinated
by Hr. Barvin's virtuosity and erudition.

There was long and vigorous applause At the conclusion
and Professor SBtraumann suitably expressed his thanks.

Attached is a copy of the text of Mr. Garvin'as lectures
As regards your request for a photograph it is regretted
tizat, although we contacted four Zlrich newspapers and also
asked the Aer Lingus offios in Blrich if they knew of any-

afs
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