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Ms. Sile de Vilera, T.L.,
Minister For Ars, Heritage, Gaeleache and the Islands

6TH REPORT OF THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES ADVISORY COUNCIL 1997
A Aire, a chara,

In accordance with Section 21 of the Narional Archives Act, 1986, 1 have the honour to submit
the Gth Report of the National Archives Advisory Couneil for the year 1997. 1 regret the delay in
submirming the report.

As 4 Couniil we are conscious, on the eve of a new millennium, of the growing awareness and
interest among the public of the primary sources that constitute our National Archives and of
the major position which the Narional Archives occupies in the cultural and intellecrual life of
the nation,

We have noted, with keen appreciation, the special interest which you have taken in the Narional
Archives since coming into office. This was first demonstrared by your early visit w the Bishop
Street headquarters, and given greater emphasis by your achievement of Government sanction
far the adaptation and extension of the Warchouse at Bishop Sereet.

We would like to place an record our appreciation of the courtesy and assistance extended o us,
at all times, by the staff of your Department, and especially by our Secretary, Mr Joe Meleady.
We would also like to record our gratitude to the Director and the dedicated staff of the
National Archives who have eased aur way into assuming our present responsibilities.




BACKGROUND

General:

Ireland is a country with a unique and ancient manuscript herirage but with a young and
still developing archival tradition. The past three decades have witnessed & dramatic
growth in archival consciousness bath among the general public and among those
responsible for record creation and preservation in central and local government,
universitics, businesses and in private instirutions. This archival revolution has been
greatly facilitared by landmark legislative enactments such as the Narional Archives Act
of 1986 and the Local Government Act of 1994 and by the foundation of the Archives
Department ar University College, Dublin, in 1973, to provide professional archival
wraining for the first time on the island of Ireland.

The National Archives:

The National Archives occupies a key position in the cultural and intellecrual life of the
nation. The pre-eminent archival repository on the island of Treland, the National
Archives houses the records of the modemn Irish state, of is historical evolution, and of
its national identiry. lts collections relate to each of Ireland’s thirty-two counties and
contain enormous potential as a source for historical research. They provide essential
primary source maerials for historians secking to understand and explain how the
citizens of this state are governed and ro delineare and describe the political, economic
and social forces which have shaped modern Ireland. They also permit the study of
policy by contemporary civil servants, the identification of their roots by the many
visiters whom we welcome m this couniry, and an understanding of their heritage by
school children living in every pare of this istand.

Until 1988 the collecrion and preservation of public records was carried out by the
Public Record Office of Ircland (founded in 1867) and the State Paper Office (founded
in 1702). The bulk of the archives held in the Public Record Office was lost in the Four
Courrs fire of 1922, when the building irself was largely destroved. The National
Archives, created as a result of the Narional Archives Act of 1986, subsumed these bodies
in a pew institution of national importance. Since 1 June 1988, when the Act was
brought fully into force, the National Archives has not only been responsible for existing
eollections but has taken on addirional responsibilities as a branch of Government.
Subject to certain necessary restrictions, all Deparrmental records more than thirty yesrs
old must be transferred to the care of the National Archives and be made available for
inspection by the public,
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ESTABLISHMENT AND FUNCTIONS OF THE ADVISORY COUNCIL

‘The National Archives Advisory Gouncil was established under Section 20 of the
National Archives Act of 1986 to advise the Taciseach, and subsequently from 20
January 1993 the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands in the exercise of
their powers under the Act and on all marrers affecting archives and their use by the
public

T

The Council consists of a chairman and not more than cleven other members. The first

council was constiruted on 14 January 1987 for a five year term. Upon the expiry of that

period all the members were re-appointed for a further serm of five years up 10 19

January 1997. The present Council was appointed on 20 May 1997 )

Ini addition to the functions ascribed w the Council under the Narional Archives Act of

1986, the Council may, under Section 64 of the Local Government Act of 1994, advise |
the Minister for the Environment and Local Government on any macters affecting local

archives and their use by the public.

Similarly, under Section 92 of the Harbours Act of 1996, the Council may advise the
Minister for the Marine and Narural Resources in like manner in relation 1o the archives
of harbour companies and authoritics.

_-__
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MEMBERSHIP AND SECRETARY
mbership of the Council

Margaret MacCurtain, M.A, Ph.1)., ER.H.S., Historian and Senior Fellow, Faculty of
Arts, University College Dublin (Chairman of the Council)

Niall Bradley, Kelduare Cownty Manager

Mary E. Daly, M.A., D.Phil, M.R.LA., Anaciate Prafessor of Modern Irish History,
University College Dublin member of the Irish Minuscripts Commission; member of the
Board of Visitars of the National Msewm of Ireland

John Horgan, Senior Lecturer in Joursuliom, Dublin City University; author

Liam Irwin, M.A,, Head, Deparement of Hisory, Mary Irmmaculate College, University of
Limerich

Michael Kenny. Bookseller and lacal Wisarian
Charles Lyvaght, MA., M.Litc., B.L, Academic Lewner and writer

Patricia McCarthy, B.A., D.AA., Archiviss, Cork Archives Institute; mensber of the Society
af Arclivisty

Susan Parkes, M.A., M.Lite.. ET.C.D,. Sewior Lecourer in Eduzation, Trinity College,
Dwebling educasion historian

Peter Rigney, ndustrial Officer. Truh Congress of Trade Unions; labour historian

David Sheehy. B.A., D.AA., Archivis, Dublin Dincesan Archives: member of the Soctety of
Arehivist

Anngret Simms, Ph.D., M.RLA., Asociare Professor of Geagraphy, University College
Dublin: member of the Irish Manuscripn Commission

retary to the Council
Joseph Meleady, Department of Arts, Heritage, Gueltacht and the Iands

ENWSHETSNI: plan of the village
anvdl pier at Barna, Cao, Galway,
830

Oppotite page

CPWSHEISMHE: plan for a fiery
pier ai Lanrence’s Cove, Bere
Island, Co, Cork, 1524
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BMHVINET Relwilion Mapera

William Ellix, Philipawown, to
Johit Lees, Postrnaster General,
repaorting that the local Protesants
are Hecing into Philipstown, whee
thev are inadequately defended,
May 1797
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GIHAN Rebellion Pupers: Guy
Gaoardon, Londonderry, 10 |
Beresfond, forwarding papees
eelationg (o United Irmhmen and
their arma, Key sapplied 10 omde
May 1797

ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE COUNCIL

Previous reports of the Council covered the periods shown:

Ist Reporr - January 1987 w0 June 15990

2nd Reporr - July 1990 o June 1992

3nd Report - July 1992 to December 1993
4th Report - January 1994 10 December 1994
5th Report - January 1995 o December 1996
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& ACTIVITIES OF THE COUNCIL

on the following dares:

| ||||_l. | 9457
10 Seprember 1997
3 Movember 1997

4 December 1997

Ihe ourgping Council held i final meeting on 29 January 1997, The new Council met

l'o enable the new Council to Fumiliarise itself with the administration of the Narioral

Archives members of the Council strended an all dav mecting at Bishop Street on 10
September 1997, Members of the Council were given guided rowrs of the archival
morage accommodarion and of the public reading room by Franced MeGee, Archivise,
and Aideen Ireland, Archivist. The director, Dr. David Craig, gave presentations on the
srrategic Man for the Natonal Archives 1996-2001 and on proposed building

di 'r'l.'ll'l["JI!'It'Hl:'t for the Matonal Archives

he Chairman and some members of the Council atended a preview for the media of

files being released under the thirty year rule in the National Archives on 30 December
1997, Appropriavely, the Minister for the Arts, Heritage, Gaeltachr and the Tslands, Sile
de Valera, T, also attended o announce formally Government _1p|'|n.,-.."_1| for the

conversion of the warehouse o the rear of the Hil.h“Fl Street PIL‘I|1i:.~\.-_'.': e F'Hl'i'l'..lidt' for the

storage nceds of the MNational Archives,
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STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 1996-200]

The Narional Archives was established under the National Archives Act of 1986. Under
the Act, the records of all Government departments (and 61 scheduled public bodies)
more than 30 years old were, with certain exceptions, required o be transferred to the
Marional Archives and made available for public inspection.

The setting up of the Narional Archives was a progressive and enlightened step towards
informing the public of the activities of Governments. However, if it is 1o funcrion
effecrively resources commensurate with the legal respansibilities imposed must be made
available by Government,

Though a number of steps were taken by successive Governments to facilitare the
National Archives in its early development, the former Advisory Couneil, a decade afer
the enactment of the Narional Archives Act, remained 'deeply concerned thar resources
necessary to meet the requirements impased by statute (had) not been made available
with inevitable consequences’ (S5th Report).

Accordingly, the previous Council published, in June 1996, A Fusnere for Our Past -
Strategic Plan for the National Archives, 1996-2001. The purpose of the Serategic Plan
was 1o identify and highlight the key requirements necessary to bring the Nadonal
Archives up to an acceptable standard. Objectives, to be met within the lifetime of the
Strategic Plan, were set out covering Departmental and non- Departmental Records,
Premises, Staffing, Preservation Policy, User and Outreach Services and Information
Technology. These were all areas identified as being vital to the successful operation of
the National Archives and to the effective implementation of the National Archives Act
and other relevant legislation enacred since 1986,

The present Council wishes 10 place on record its appreciation of the hard work, energy
and careful thought which the former Council put into producing the first ever Strategic
Plan for the National Archives, The Council considers the Plan to be the essential
benchmark by which progress in the National Archives may be measured over the next
four years,

The fact thar already, since the publication of the Strategic Plan, significanc
developments of a positive nature have raken place in a number of important areas,
offers encouragement that the needs of the National Archives are being tken seriously
by the appropriate autharities, The Council is especially heartened by the degree of
interest in the National Archives shown by the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeleach
and the Islands, Sile de Valera, T.D., in the short time thar the Minister has had charge

of Ireland's premier archival FEpOSITOTY.

The Council is determined to ensure that as much progress as is practicable is made in
meeting the objectives set out in the Strategic Plan berween now and the year 2001.To
thar end, the Council intends 1o avail of the opportunity of furnishing an Annual Report
to discuss and draw artention, on a selective basis, to progress or lack thereof in relation
to the Amdamental abjectives set down in the Serategic Plan.

In relation to Premises:

Following the cnactment of the National Archives Act in 1986, the holdings of the
National Archives were, during the period 1990 to 1994, transferred from the former
various dispersed locations to Bishop Street, Dublin 8. The Bishap Street premises
became the headquarters of the National Archives with the former Public Record Office
building at the Four Courts retained solely as an off-sire store for archives. The Bishop
Street premises, occupied by the Government Supplies Agency, were to be allocated for
the exchasive use of the Narional Archives.

However, the Government Supplies Agency, (G.S.A.) berween 1990 and 1997, remained
in occupation of significant parts of the Bishop Street premises, namely, floor 1, part of
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the ground floor in the front block, the basement and the warehouse to the rear of the
building. On account of the delays associated with the evacuation of Bishop Street by
the G.5.A., the storage accommodation available to the National Archives was so
restricted s to threaten to halt the annual wansfer of Deparrmental and Court recornds,
as required by law, tram 1997,

It was against this sorry background that the Council learned with relief and delight the
news, formally communicated by the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltuchr and the
Idands, on 30 December 1997, of Government approval for the adaptation and
extension of the warehouse at Bishop Street ar an estimated cost of TRE13 million. The
scheme is to be undertaken by the Office of Public Works based on approach No 4
eontained in a consultancy report by Building Design Parmership (B.D.E) prepared in
1994, (See Appendix]

The Council wishes o warmly congratulate the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht
and the Islands for securing Government sanction for this essential scheme of works o
enable the National Archives to discharge its starurory functions, The Council also
wishes 1o acknowledge the keen interest in the warchouse project shown by the Minister
for Finance in the last Government, Ruairi Quinn, T.D., who, in his Budgetary
Statement of January 1997, allocated TRE500,000 for preparatory work in anticipation
of eventual Government approval of B.D.I2's approach No. 4. Finally, the Council
wishes to record its appreciation of the active role played by the former Council in
lobbying for Government action to make the warchouse project a reality.

In the course of 1997, further progress was made in the evacuation of the Bishop Street
premises by the G.S.A.. In October, the Printing Unit finally vacated floor 1, as called
for in the Strategic Plan (SP 1.2). Work began immediately ro adapr floor 1 for use by
the Narional Archives (see the Report of the Director for 1997), By the end of the year,
the G.S.A. remained in occupation of the basement, part of the ground floor in the front
block, and the warchouse, However, it was anticipated that those areas of the building
would be surrendered o the Natonal Archives by the Spring af 1998.

In relation to Staffing:

Apart from difficulties in relation 1o premises; the biggest obstacle to the National
Archives fulfilling its role is the low level of suffing numbers sanctioned. The new
Council has taken cognizance of the proposals in the Strategic Plan in relacion to staffing
and intends, during its term of office, to devote special arention w this subject which it
regards as crucial to the successful operation of the Marional Archives.

In relation to User and Outreach Services:

The Council is amxious to see the development, by the National Archives, of 2
comprehensive range of user and outreach services, especially in the arcas of education,
publication and exhibition. Strategic objectives in this ficld have been enumerated in the
Strarcgic Plan and the Council is concerned 1o see that matters are progressed. In
particular, the Council is keen to advance user friendliness through longer reading room
opening hours (see section 6.2 of the Stmregic Plan), especially in the light of the
enormous increase in the number of researchers using the National Archives over the
past decade (see Sth Report, Appendix 111}

In January 1997, the National Archives mounted its first major eshibition assisted by
generous sponsorship from the John Jefferson Smurfic Foundation. The exhibition,
entitled ‘A Nation and not a Rabble', drew on original documents in the National
Archives and other repositories to relate the story of the momentous year July 1921 -
June 1992 in the political and social development of modern lreland. The exhibition was
subsequently hosted ar a number of venues around the country (for further details see
the Report of the Director for 1997). The Council rakes this opportunity 1o congratulate
the Director and staff of the National Archives and, in particular, the exhibition co-
ordinatar, Catriona Crowe, on this ourstanding first venture.
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DEPARTMENTAL RECORDS

Deils reparding the mansfer of Departmenial records to the National Archives in 1997
5 £ P

are given in the Repon af the Direcrar for 1997,

The Council wishes to express its concern that the delay in the vacanon of Hoor 1 in
Bishop Street has severcly limited the annual transfer of records by Governmens
Departments since 1995 and, in particular has prevented the eransfer by the
Departments of Finance and Education of large backlogs of reconds which were already
overdue for transter in 1995, However, it notes thar the acquisition of Aoor 1 in Bishop
Street by the Natonal Archives in kate 1997 will enable it o accepr all records ol
Government Departments due for mansfer in 1998 or already overdue for rransfer. The
Council intends o continue to monitor closely the performance of Departments in

transferning records in 1998,

o
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LOCAL AUTHORITY ARCHIVES

As already referred 1o in Section 2.3 of this Report, the Council may, under Sectian 65
of the Local Government Act of 1994, advise the Minister for the Environment and
Local Government on any marters affecting local archives and their use by the public

The Council has been very concerned with the need o have local authority archives
properly preserved and subsequently made available for public inspectian.

The Council is aware that there is increasing use of local government archives by the
general public and specialist researchers, There is also a growing recognition of the
heritage value of these archives for architectural and environmental conservation projects,
for rournsm J'r_".'n:|nprnc:|1l and for local and f;l.rni|:r' histary. It is clear thar such reconds
.ldll Lt‘llL'-i.l.ii::’.ltl;}' T LT llrlLlL'rHlJﬂl.lirlE f‘l"hi."ﬂr}' AT tl}f..l! :\'.'\'l"l 1'|.|'|1J l'hl.' '!..“l-”'ll-ll ﬂ'l“‘ai{‘lrl'q
it essential thar this element of our cultural and administrarive hrri[;tgu.' he -.u[cgu.lrdfd.

The Couneil rL‘ﬂl}EhE.ﬁL‘.’- the |ri||'|gal:i|.m.'. p|.||:n.| on local authorities I}:I.r' Section 65 of the
Local Government Act of 1994 and intends o advise the Minster as to the best means
of 1:51:![:I|'m|1.]r|g and nl:iinTJi.]ling archives services in a local authority context,

Under the Act, local authorities must ]’:rln'idr an archives service but the Council is
aware that, in the overall context of resource constrints, it is difficalt for archives
achieve a high priority. Accordingly, the Council hopes that particular assistance will be
given to I]L‘i“t.ﬂillg byest practice and efficient and effective use of available resources,

The Council welcames the survey of local authority archives, funded by the Department
of the Environment and carnied o by the National Archives, which took pl.u;:.- i T995,
The l.'ll!lm.l: of the survey was to provide information 1o a Hln:rinp_ ﬂrnup an the extent
and conditieon of local Jut]lilhr‘_-' archives, with the aim of l‘:\[.I!TL!i.HhiIIH immediare
priorities and formulating policy for future development.

The Council views the publication by the Department of the Environment and Local
Government of the Heperri af the .."r:!'rrn'.r{[)r (;rr:r.rl.t- an Local Authority Archives and Records,
published in Aprl, 1996, the crculadon of County Reparts to relevant parties, the
issuing of Guidelines for Lol Autharlty Services, in December 1996, and the purting
in place of grant aid, as positive developments, The Council wishes to provide whatever
assisrance Pl'rh!lhlt‘ ro ensure thar the recommendations of the Slcrrihg_ [:ruu_n are Full:.r'
implemented and looks forward to the development of archives services that can protect,
preserve and make available local authority archives in 2 manner consistent with modern
prafessional standards

The Council is pleased to acknowledge the contribution made in recent years by the
relevint Government Departments, professional bodies, such as the Sodiety of Archivists,
and the staff of the Nadonal Archives, in informing and advising local authorities with
regard o archival issues. There is, however, a danger that these contributions may not be
sufficient to ensure that the recommendations made by the Steering Group, particularly
those relating 1o phased development and linkage of archives functions to the public
library service, will be widely accepred.

A basic archives service will require the recruitment of professionally trained staff, the
provision of safe and permanent accommodation For archives and the incorporation of
archival issues in the sirtegic management of local authorities. This will only be
achieved if appropriate financial incentives are put in place at a variety of levels.
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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

The Freedom of Information Act was enacred on 21 April, 1997, It is a measure
designed to make public administration at all levels more open and accountable and so
lead to better decision-making and enhanced public participarion in government.

Every public body is required to publish a reference book outlining its structure,
organisation, functions, powers and duties as well as particulars of any services it
pravides and the procedures by which such services may be availed of by the public. Ir is
also required to make its records available to the public 10 the grearest extent possible
consistent with the public interest and the right w privacy of individual citizens.

The National Archives Advisory Council and the Nagonal Archives are listed separarely
on the schedule of public bodies to whom the Ace applics. The Council is required,
under section 15 of the Act, to produce a ‘reference boak” and this will be published
with that of the National Archives.

In general, the Freedom of Informarion Act applies only to records created after it comes
into operation. However, individuals are entitled 1o seek access to records refating o
themselves which were created prior to the enactment of the Freedom of Infarmarion
Act. Initially, there should be little overlap berween recards of public bodies covered by
the Act and records kepr in the Natipnal Archives. However, it would be advisable o
anticipate any difficultics that may arise and pur suitable armngements in place ar an
early stage.

It should be noted thar under secrion 15(5) of the Act, the Minister for Finance may,
after consultation with the Director of the National Archives, make provision for the
management and maintenance of records held by public bodies. By enhancing the
standards of record-keeping in public bodies it may be anticipated that the Act will
enhance the quality of archives that will eventually become available to rescarchers in the
National Archives.

The Council is of the opinion that the implementation of the Freedom of Informarion
Act at local authoriry level, in November 1998, will underine the importance of the
manggement of informarion for local authorities. This should provide an opparrunity for
archives services to present themselves as an asset to the smooth running of local
authorities. The Council wishes to liaise with other initiatives underway o prepare local
authorities for the implementation of the Act. This would enable the role of archives ar
local level to be addressed in a coherent, consistent and inregrated manner.




10. CABINET CONFIDENTIALITY

— [ () | The seventeenth amendment ro the Constitution, which was passed on 30 October
1997, guaranteed the confidenmality of the contenes and demils of discussions ar
Cabiner, excepr where the High Court decermined thar disclosure was in the interest of

the administration of justice or pursuant o an application by a teibunal of enquiry, The

Council was concerned thar this constirunonal amendment mighe limirc access o the

records of government departments thar were already in the National Archives, and

result in some files not being opened 1o the public in the fuore,

— | (] 2 e Director drew the Councils ateention to the powential difficulties presented by some
pink slips - the notelets thae the Secretary o the Government uses to make a brief record

of decisions taken during meetings of the Cabinet. Many of these slips can be found in
the MNational Archives, on files from the Department of the Taviseach. In a small numbes

of cases, these notelers give a bref record of the views expressed by one or more

Ministers ar Cabiner. Tr was feared thar making such pink .h|ip1-' gvailable 1o the pul:l:c in

the Mational Archives mighe constitute a breach of Cabiner confidentiality. The Council

also noted the possibilicy thar brief accounts of the views expressed ar Cabiner might

oceasionally be found in departmental files,

I— ] ) 3 In October 1997, before the referendum was held, the Chairman wrore w the Minister
for Arts, Heritage, Gaelrache and the Tslands wo express the Council's concern abour the

passible impact of the forthcoming referendum on access o Departmental files. The

Council was given an gssurance thar records currently open o the public will ot have w

be withdrawn, as confidentiality could not be said ro exise in relation w such documents.

Ihe Council will keep these marters under review.

ST 18 Depi. of the Tamiseavh
beiter from Thomas MoGreevy o
the Taodseach in the aftermath of
the desoiction of Nelson's Pillar,
proposing o replacement, March
1 9
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DTG0 Depe of the Taaeach
ielegrum from Ausiin Currie, MT}
v the Taiseach, congraiuloning
him on his meeting with the
Primie Minlster of Northern

Ireland, |anpary 1965

Ulrf &) Nuoiecampton Rusd,
‘-’ fa‘{;}&pﬁr Bublin :.
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L Bii Lafah, 1568 .

Sean amaRe, EE4q.

Trnlmomes.

Dear Tualpomeh,

famrily sfter the Quitern] aelmtione Qopm) tiee sade
svl up I put Forward & propoaal LEAt we LH.';\;II!#-WLL? ) ﬂ-{_
loternatlcnsl coapetitieon foar @ singed [igure =dw'_f‘5'--ﬂu~-r'
feilset apd plage b wizning stobue un ow Pilar Loetenad’Or
ald Hurptis delesa, T dus'l Lilnk Eleppel Seotl, saurs
LiveeLy n.:'.-:'n-':.l taianl Ellesn Ekolarvilil, sould alnd sy welling
Yo TRAT ey weres ready Lo suppert ine sotlon, Ej plem
whi L@t tne Fliler sAas toe finest Borde plilur, so fer e l
knew, in Geént Britals or lreland, taal beomuco of Lic polltiocal
apssclation it wes Eka danger of destrusting ete,

abjeoted

certaln aEabors 11.-:1-11ll+.r'13'{'t-hr-l my Ppropasrl sae

palitieal, I polnted sut thet atl gur flTet meellng the Lhen

. [.Lu_luf.tiuud suggestid LoAl at cultural lewel we sould oelp
‘Lﬂw Lo regafd to the problem of #artlitlem. Bul toe Cnalrmen

anproved Lhe ubiestlon aod ruled Lhe proposal oyt af amlér,

I Enow r.-q.r':.-:rﬁ:utqr:u.-ta wish the Flller asay, Tae
ohpe elemont wno suoeesdsd La gelbing prantloally every lools=
pata Lo Moirin Nerry abellshedac tamt 1f m young Fellow Lokes
ois glrl for a wilk in toe eveRlng ae Lir run dosn &od LD Wk
takes Lo ihe Tilelds the Holy Nothe# is After ale)! Tos

Fillar was fimo. Even kivk's statuo of uid Horatio 1
(Bo Le iAe Vietorls iocugh 1t A8 onet 9, mletake large: LOah
Haghes santsd 4t = Lo subsldiary groupk berlow LL were

superd #xemples of tpe art of Lheat gremt leleh eculplor, Joon
Hughes, wio, 1 pelleve, wab on old Westiland Row Loy).

i wenture to pedts 10 you abéoul all Lhle Lo the adpd
toat the ald Flller &l1)] e restored anSd an UN-scorglan figure
plaged on Lop of At. o, Fleape, Bir, forglve ay lotrusiem,

With svery good slpgh ta yib§ am wver,
Wours sinserely,

Fuomnn aﬂ-!‘u* vrl.
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STANDARDS PUBLICATION

The Council welcomed with enthusiasm the publication in 1997 by the Irish Region of
the Soclety of Archivists of Standaends for the Development of Archives Services in freland.
Standurds is the first archival publication of its kind to be produced in Ireland and is
designed o guide institutions and srganisations wishing o establish archives services in
Ireland and to support archivists in their work. It contains sections on the establishment
and development of an archives rervice, the professional work of an archivist, the
tepository, technical services, records management, and services o users and depositors.
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A P PENDIX

MINISTERIAL ANNOUNCEME
NATIONAL ARCHIVES

On 30 December 1997, Sile de Valera, T.D., Minister for Arts, Hcrlrul._:r:. Craeltachr and
the Islands, anended ar the Narional Archives the media preview of Departmental files

released under the 30 year rule (Nartional Archives Ace, 1986). The Minister chase this

occasion 1o formally announce Government approval for a major expansion scheme m

meet the storage needs of the Narional Archives. An existing building, ar the rear of the
MNirtonal Archives premises at Bishop Street, Dubling known as the "Warchouse', would
be adapted and extended it an estimared cost of IRELS m, The scheme would be

undertuken |3_1r' the Office of Public Works

The Minister stated thar design work would commence early in 1998 and when initial
designs had been drawn up and agreed with the Director of the National Archives and

|'|I.‘| Ejl.'l'lJ.]l[TlL'IH. ]"IJ.I]HIII.E EH.'I'ITHS..\IIH! W[I|_||1_{ ilc t(lll.th

The “ll]uwing is an extract from the Minister's address:

“Iam delighted 1o announce thar this project, which will provide accommaodation 1o
international archival standards, will finally be realised. The important work of this

uid been limited by the lack
af space to accept this marerial. This major development at the Bishop Street premises of
';h‘ N-“.ll |."|JJ .J.‘_tLI'l.j'!""l "|""||I JLJ L[l'l.'i\- (157 hll'lk" ferm ﬁrﬂr.]l;u: [1“"'} ﬁnd ‘ﬂ-'lE[. .I(LLH‘L{“IHI‘\'. I"H:' “‘I
I.TI-:l..i..lJ ARSISTANCE 1N |'|'h1k!“g rt".‘.‘ﬂn.i'. ol [Jll,' [I]{'Ilil:rn [r,ﬁh ST ..iﬁ'.]il.]l'lll’_' [k .\[udc{.l:\,‘

l‘llﬂilul."“ in Illuklllg i!H’.‘ rr.\nr:l'. r'll'-tllll' ['hlﬁ? 1||'.':,|.'],||}h,' D us

I\ﬂ.']llllnl.] Sy Ll'r'll servants, :r]\h citizens m Eﬂ.‘lh;‘["l! .i[r:l \'i_'-i[l‘:l'l'!. r‘rﬂﬂ] .]l‘ll'u;l,qj,

NI OF MAJOR EXPANSION TO THE

| kmow that the provision of improved and exended accommodation for this important
material is a primary strategic objective in the Strategic Plan, A Fuswre fir onr Past. | wish
rm.Ll.ll. o ALkIlllwlcdgﬁ the dedication of the members of both the MNational Archives
."'n:l!.'i*-l!r_'r' Council and the Previous Coundil, who worked hard o ;|i:1.r¢_-E|1p the Archives."
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Note: The numbers in thiv index are paragraph numbers, nor page numbers.
Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands, Minister for, 2.1, 5.3, 6.6, 10.3
Cabinet confidentialicy, 10.1-10.3

}_ﬁlug_"uinn. 1'}:11.|rtmrn! ul-. fecords l_'l’t-1 72
Environment and Local Government, Drepartment of, 8.7
Environment and Local Government, Minister for, 2.3

Finance, Department of, records of, 7.2

Finance, Minister for, 9.5

Freedom of Intormation Act, 1998, 9.1-9.6
records managemens rcgul.lti:lmt under, 9.5

Harbour authorities and companies, records of, 2.4

Local aurhorities, records of, 2.3, 8.1-8.%
access to under Freedom of Information, 9.6
survey of, 8.6

Local Government Act, 1994, 1.1, 2.2

Marine and Narural Resources, Minister for, 2.4

Mational Archives Act, 1986, 1.1-1.2, 2.1, 2.3

N;'H'Ii'!lnill. ,"rl.'hi\'l'.".‘: Mx‘ll.'.ur}' {T{ILI.“Li.I
activities, 5
annual reports, 4
fﬁrﬂhtifh meent JTI'LI fun..‘lulﬂ.'i. .1. t '2..‘]
membership, 3

Mational :"ul[tiﬂ:.-i
establishment, 1.
premises, 6.8-6.1
staffing, 6.13
._c-:rar:g':r_ Plan, 1996-2001, 5.2, 6.1-6.15
transfer of Departmental records o, 7.1-7.2
user and outreach services, 6.14-6.15

)
4

Public Record Office of lreland, 1.2, 6.8

Society of Archivises, Irish Region, 11
Standards for the Development of Archives Services in Irelund, 11
State Paper Office, 1.2

University College, Dublin, Archives Department, 1.1
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